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Glossary:

Allah / Rabb: God, Lord.

Ilah / Elah: Deity, god.

Dunellah / Dunillah: Anything except Allah/God, Anything but Allah / God.

Ghairellah / Gharillah: Anything except Allah/God, Anything but Allah / God.

Shirk: Polytheism, The act of associating partners with Allah in worship, prayer,

call for help and requests. An act that Allah never forgives and it dooms the person

to hell.

6. Tawhid / Tawhid: Monotheism, The act of worshiping Allah alone and requesting
Allah for help alone, and not associating any partners with Allah in worship and
prayer.

7. Mushrik / Moshrik: A person who commits Shirk, or a person who associates
partners with Allah in worship, prayer, and calls for help. This person is doomed
to hell based on the Quran, and Allah never forgives them unless they repent while
they are alive.

8. Mowahhid / Muwahhid: Monotheist, A person who only worships Allah and
doesn’t associate partners in their prayers and Dua.

9. Doa / Dua: The act of requesting something from Allah / God, Prayer,
Supplication, Invoking.

10.Ibadah / Ibadat: Worship.

11.Kufr / Kofr: Disbelief, Atheism.

12.Kafir: Atheist, non-believer.

13.Shifaat: Act of appointing intercessor/mediator/middleman in worship or prayer.

14.Shafi’ or Intercessor or Mediator: A middleman, someone who is put between
people and God in their prayers, Doa, requests, etc.

15.Munafiq / Monafeq: Hypocrite. A person who shows that he is Muslim in public,
but rejects Islam or speaks against it either in his heart or among enemies of Islam.
This person is doomed to hell and the worst punishment based on the Quran.

16.PBUH: Peace be upon him/her (Abbreviated).

17.Deen: Religion of Islam.

18.Ummah: All Muslim community.

19.Rahman / Al-Rahman: The most gracious and the most merciful (Highest name
of Almighty God after Allah / Rabb).

20.Imam: A religious leader in Islam.

21.Iman / Eeman: Faith or belief

22 .Hadith: A collection of orders and sayings of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) during
his lifetime.

23 .Fatwa: A religious ruling of Islamic law based on the Quran and Hadith.

24 Tawaf (circumambulate): Circling around something as an act of worship. In
Islam around Kaaba.

25.(Surah - Number) refers to the name of a chapter and it’s verse in the Quran.
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26.Filter of the Quran: If the Quran confirms it, we accept it; otherwise disregard it.

27 .Martyrdom: to die for Allah (during a battle, etc.)

28 .Martyr: A person who died for Allah.

29 Non-Islamic Istikhara: Fortune telling using the Quran. A polytheistic act of
choosing Good or Bad using the Quran or religious books.

30.Sharia / Shari’a: Islamic regulations and laws.

31.Predestination (Qadzaa & Qadar): God knows what will happen in the future and
he knows our final destination (ex. Page 96).

32.Tafseer: The interpretations and explanations of the verses of the Quran, which is
done by Islamic scholars.

33.Da'wah / Dawah: Preaching Islam to the public, Open discussion about Islam with
the public.

34.God's essence: God himself, God’s self

35.Nepotism / Favorism: Granting advantage, privilege and position to a relative or
friend.

36.Athan / Adhan / Azan: Islamic call to prayer recited 5 time a day in Masjids.

37.Masjid: Mosque, Muslim’s place of prayer and worship, which is the equivalent
of a Church for Christians.

38.Muhajireen: Early Muslims that immigrated from the city of Mecca to the city of
Medina with the Prophet.

39.Ansar: Early Muslims that sheltered and accepted the Prophet and Muhajireen in
their city and homes in Medina.

40.Tabi'un / Tabi'een: Followers, All Muslims after the death of the Prophet who
knew at least one of the Sahaba (companions).

41.Sahaba: Companions of the Prophet during his prophethood.

42.Tawassul: Seeking a means of nearness to God, either through intermediaries like
prophets, 1imams, saints, or righteous dead individuals (which is
polytheism/Shirk), or without intermediaries (Which is Monotheism/Tawhid).

43.Ahl Al-Bayt: Family of the Prophet PBUH, including all his wives, his children,
his grandchildren, and his son/daughter in laws.



Chapter 1: Introduction
e AN B

Praise be to Allah, we praise him, we seek his help, we seek his forgiveness; And we
seek refuge in Allah from the evils of ourselves and the sins of our deeds. Whom
Allah guides will never be led astray, and whoever Allah leaves astray, no one can
guide. And we bear witness that there is none worthy of worship but Allah alone
without partners, and we bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.
May Allah's blessings be upon him, his family, his companions, and those who
follow them in goodness until the Day of Judgment.
Welcome, and congratulations for choosing and studying this book. The book before
you is prepared by the grace and mercy of the great Lord, and many individuals have
collaborated both in person and remotely in its preparation. This book takes a close
look at the most important decisions in everyone's life, which are faith and belief. It
discusses the main perspectives that each person has about religion and life.
The book is organized into 31 chapters, and it is estimated that each chapter takes
about 15 minutes to read on average. Some chapters may take less than 15 minutes
and others more. We strongly recommend that you read the chapters of this book
separately, allowing at least 24 hours between each chapter to reflect on the issues
raised and analyze the points made in your mind. In fact, this book has two authors.
The first author has prepared the content and presented it to you in the form of this
book. The second author is the reader as through thinking about the chapters, they
can follow their intellectual path throughout the book and ultimately determine its
conclusion. Honestly, if you don’t read this book regularly or stick to the planned
schedule, you will not fully achieve the book's ultimate goals. The planned schedule
is as follows:
1- We suggest that the book should be read chapter by chapter over a period of one
to two months.
2- Please allow at least one day (24 hours) between studying each chapter and the
next.
3- After studying each chapter, spend the next 24 hours carefully thinking about the
discussed topics.
4- If you have any questions while reading the chapters of the book, please continue
the program without any interruption in reading the chapters, because you will most
likely find your answer in the following chapters.
5- The main secret of this book lies in the reader's mind, so be sure to think about it
after reading each chapter.
6- At the end of some of the chapters there will be a question, this question will
introduce your thoughts to the next chapter.
7- All topics of this book have been expressed by logical and Quranic arguments.
Also, the prevailing view of this book is a universal view and beyond religions, and
all Muslims benefit from reading it.




8- The first few chapters of the book may seem a bit boring, however, please continue
reading the book as planned, because these chapters are the introduction to the main
topics (Chapter 7 to the end of the book) and they prepare your mind for the main
topics.

9- Considering that many people have little time during the day to study off-schedule,
we also acknowledged this important issue in the book and made the chapters brief.
10- This book is useful for anyone who will not allow any person in any outfit to
decide for them about their vision and attitude in life, someone who knows the value
of thinking for themselves in their life. It’s also for anyone who is looking for the
true religion, and has decided to search for it instead of turning their back on religion
and committing apostasy (abandoning religious beliefs).

11-This book is the third edition, a very important Chapter 24 was added in the
second edition, and several significant appendices were included in this edition.

12- To start the book’s topics quickly, we have included the introduction section as
the book’s first chapter, so you can quickly move on to Chapter Two of the book and
read it. At the end, we strongly advise you to seriously think about the chapters.

A question for you to think about: Do you know why the views and thoughts of every
human being are valuable?

Selected verse
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And He is the One Who spread out the earth and placed firm mountains
and rivers upon it, and created fruits of every kind in pairs. He covers the
day with night. Surely in this are signs for those who think.




Chapter 2: The Value of Thinking

Why don’t people love or fear god these days? Why don’t we spend part of our day
thinking about God during our daily activities? In this compilation, we try to answer
these questions with your help.

Humans today have adopted four distinct approaches to their thoughts on faith and
belief. The first group is people who do not follow anything. Religious issues such
as faith, belief, and life after death are not important to them at all. Every day, from
the moment they wake up in the morning until they go to sleep at night, aside from
thoughts of food, housing, work, degrees, etc., nothing occupies their minds. These
people have completely forgotten God, the Day of Judgment, worship, etc. We have
all come across these people many times in our lives. God said to these people in the
Quran:
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O believers! Be mindfil of Allah and let every soul look to what deeds it has sent
forth for tomorrow. And fear Allah, for certainly Allah is All-Aware of what you do.
And do not be like those who foreot Allah, so He made them forget themselves. It is
they who are truly rebellious. The residents of the Fire cannot be equal to the

residents of Paradise. Only the residents of Paradise will be successtill.
Also:
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Whoever Allah guides 1s truly guided. And whoever He leaves to stray, they are the
true losers. Indeed, We have destined many Jinn and humans for Hell. They have
hearts they do not understand with, eyes they do not see with, and ears they do not
hear with. They are like cattle. In fact, they are even less guided! Such people are
entirely heedless. Allah has the Most Beautiful Names. So call upon Him by them,
and keep away from those who abuse His Names. They will be punished for what
they used to do.

The second group consists of people for whom faith, belief, and the afterlife are
important. They attach great importance to their prayers, fasting, and acts of worship
and try not to make too many mistakes on the path from this world to the heaven that
they imagine. This group’s main problem is that despite the importance of faith and
belief to them, they do not think about these important issues throughout their lives



from birth to death, and have inherited their vision of faith as an imitation of their
ancestors’ faith. If these people are asked about their opinions on God, the Day of
Resurrection, and similar issues, they repeat the answers that their parents, family,
and ancestors have taught them through imitation. They have the same point of view
and mindset as stated in their textbooks or taught to them by their parents and
ancestors. In the Quran, God Almighty describes the condition of these people as
follows:
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O humanity! Eat from what 1s lawfil and good on the earth and do not follow Satan’s
footsteps. He is truly your sworn enemy. He only incites you to commit evil and
indecency, and to claim against Allah what you do not know. When it is said to them,
“Follow what Allah has revealed,” they reply, “No! We only follow what we found
our forefathers practicing.” Would they still do so, even if their forefathers had
absolutely no understanding or guidance?

The third group consists of people for whom faith, belief, and life after death are
important. They continuously do extensive studies on issues related to the unseen,
religion, the soul, life after death, and such things. Most of their time each day is
devoted to thinking about faith, human nature, and the afterlife. The main problem
with this group is that they only follow their illusions and speculations! They
constantly seek concepts in philosophical, mystical, and scientific schools of thought,
except the problem is that these concepts have only been transmitted to humans
through divine scriptures (revelation) not through scientific and philosophical
doctrines. Imagine if the Quran did not mention resurrection, angels, Jinn, etc, how
could humans understand these concepts? Almighty God says the following about
supernatural and metaphysical concepts:
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As for the disbelievers, they will have the Fire of Hell, where they will not be allowed
to be finished by death, nor will its torment be lightened for them. This is how We
reward every stubborn disbeliever. There they will be fervently screaming “Our
Lord! Take us out and send us back. We will do good, unlike what we used to do.”
They will be told, “Did We not give you lives long enough so that whoever wanted
to be mindful could have done so? And the warner came to you. So taste the



punishment, for the wrongdoers have no helper.” Indeed, Allah is the Knower of the
unseen of the heavens and the earth. He surely knows best what 1s hidden in the heart.
He 1s the One who has placed you as successors on earth. So whoever disbelieves
will bear the burden of their own disbeliet. The disbelievers’ denial only increases
them in contempt in the sight of their Lord, and it will only contribute to their [oss.
Also:
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“Who originates the creation then resurrects it, and gives you provisions from the
heavens and the earth? Is it another god besides Allah?” Say, “Show me your proof,
if what you say is true.” Say, “None in the heavens and the earth has knowledge of
the unseen except Allah. Nor do they know when they will be resurrected. No! Their
knowledge of the Hereafter amounts to ignorance. In fact, they are in doubt about it.
In truth, they are totally blind to it.

Therefore, we conclude that the concepts related to the unseen (resurrection, angels,
Jinn, etc.) were only transmitted to mankind through divine books and revelation. No
one can independently reach these concepts through reason alone. If someone
disregards this crucial matter and follows mystical and philosophical schools in their
beliefs, they are misguided. The schools that propagate these concepts all over the
world today are nothing but the creation of the human mind, while according to God
Almighty Himself, these concepts are only transmitted to humans through revelation.
About following humane schools of thought and regarding supernatural concepts,
God Almighty says:
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The Word of your Lord has been pertected in truth and justice. None can change His
Words. And He is the All-Hearing, All-Knowing. If you were to obey most of those
on earth, they would lead you away from Allah’s Way. They follow nothing but
assumptions and do nothing but lie. Indeed, your Lord knows best who has strayed
from His Way and who is "rightly” guided.

The fourth group consists of people for whom belief and life after death are very
important. They constantly think about the issues related to the unseen, religion, the
soul, and life after death. They accept concepts related to the unseen only when they
are mentioned in the divine book “The Quran” which is only source of their faith.
These people attach so much importance to their belief that they take the necessary
actions to achieve it themselves rather than waiting for these concepts to be imparted
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by others. They acknowledge that no one's word is above the word of God. Regarding
these individuals, Allah Almighty says:
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Those who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and donate from what We have
provided for them, and who believe in what has been revealed to you and what was
revealed before you, and have sure faith in the Hereafter. It is they who are truly
guided by their Lord, and it is they who will be successfiil.

Most people today think they have chosen the best path and goal for their lives and
stubbornly insist on their views. As a result, they become blindly biased and remain
ignorant of other perspectives because they believe that when they possess the best
and most superior goal and ideology, there is no need to listen to others' opinions. If
there is a particular school of thought that discusses human happiness and prosperity,
since biased individuals always see their views as superior to other schools, they
eventually turn their backs on this happiness and prosperity. To determine if we
indeed possess the best school and best life goal, we must listen critically and observe
with open eyes and ears, remaining unbiased, as if from the outside looking in:
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And those who shun the worship of false gods, turning to Allah alone, will have good
news. So give good news to my servants, those who listen to what is said and follow
the best of 1t. These are the ones rightly guided by Allah, and these are truly the
people of reason.

The best purposeful plan for an individual's life is the one provided by the Creator
for humans, not by humans for themselves. Every human, like all others, begins as a
knowledge-less embryo, reaches intellectual maturity, lives in this world for a while,
gains experience and knowledge, and ultimately dies. Therefore, any philosophy that
one adopts for worldly life originates from one's mind. While their view and
philosophy may address worldly matters, it entirely fails to account for the realities
of life after death.

All human efforts are directed toward achieving peace and happiness. Additionally,
human life is finite, typically spanning about eighty years for a healthy individual. In
addressing these pursuits, the primary goal of religion is to redirect human focus
from the finite nature of earthly life to the infinite, everlasting realm of the hereafter.
Thus, the peace that humans seek through various means is, truly attainable only
through religion.



A question to think about: Which group do you think is more valuable?
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For indeed, We alone created humans fiom a drop of mixed fluids, in order to

test them, so We made them hear and see. We already showed them the Way,
whether they choose to be grateful or ungrateful.
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Chapter 3: Thinking vs. Imitating

If someone is born in a Muslim country, they become Muslim involuntarily because
the society, parents, and ruling system are all Muslim. If the same person were born
in a Christian country, they would highly become Christian because that's how their
society and family would raise them. But is the truth really what society dictates for
us, or should it be figured out through independent thinking? Let's explain with an
example: Imagine on the Day of Judgment, a Christian, a Jew, and a Muslim are
called before God to account for the superstitions in their beliefs. The Jew says, "I
was born into a Jewish family and learned my beliefs by observing my parents and
society." The Christian says, "I was born into a Christian family and learned my
beliefs by observing my parents and society." The Muslim says, "I was born into a
Muslim family and learned my beliefs by observing my parents and society as well."
Would the Muslim be told to enter Paradise? Certainly not, because this argument
can be made by anyone, as everyone can claim their beliefs are merely the result of
their upbringing and environment, and secondly, Quranic faith and belief require an
individual's own reflection and through personal contemplation on (1) the verses of
the Quran, (2) signs of God’s creation which include the vast universe, the intricate
workings of nature, the complexities of the world, and (3) the profound aspects of
human existence and the signs within themselves (human creation). For this reason,
the Quran repeatedly invites humans to reflect on God's signs and not merely follow
their family, ancestors, scholars, or society:
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In fact, they say, We found our forefathers following a particular way, zmd we are
following in their footsteps. Similarly, whenever We sent a warner to a society before
you, its spoiled elite would say, We found our forefathers following a particular way,
and we are walking in their footsteps. Each warner asked, Even if what I brought you
18 better guidance than what you found your forefathers practicing? They replied, We
totally reject whatever you have been sent with.

Whoever is truly seeking the truth will surely find it. We all agree that there is no
word higher than the word of Allah, and the Holy Quran is so valuable that even a
single verse of it leads to guidance. God has promised certain guidance to those who
think about the Quran's verses:
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As for those who struggle in Our cause, We will surely guide them along Our Way.
And Allah is certainly with the good-doers.

Pay attention to the word "+&:63" (Lanahdiyannahom). This word means definitive

guidance, provided that the person himself wants this guidance. Guidance in faith
requires very little struggle and effort. The discussion of faith is not like solving a
mathematical equation and does not require complex formulas and ambiguous
equations. Faith is not a complicated subject, because it only requires a general
conclusion, which is achieved by thinking about God's signs. Belief is not imitational
and the criterion for identifying belief and faith is revelation (The Quran). In general,
the criterion of belief is not the words of humans, but only the word of God. There
are several important points in the discussion of faith. Beyond doubt, a person
seeking the truth of faith should not wait for the right path to appear on its own
without effort, nor should they assume they are on the right path by imitating others.
Another important thing is that the issue of faith and correct belief is not an issue that
can be covered up or overlooked. This area is the most fundamental decision in a
person's lifetime, because it is a conscious choice between heaven and hell. Therefore
everyone should dedicate at least some time during their life to defining their belief.
This book has attempted to clearly define the first step of this path for you to think
about. Undoubtedly, a person's disobedience to God's commands and disbelief does
not cause any damage to the power and majesty of God, nor does it impact the cosmic
order. Certainly, even with our disbelief, the rain and snow will not cease, the cycle
of day and night will not alter, and there will be no disturbance in the universe.
However the harm of this disbelief affects onlyus. For example, a sick person who
refuses to see a doctor only harms themselves; while the doctor remains unaffected.
Please pay attention that the choice in the field of faith is always made by the person
themselves, and on the Day of Judgment, we are the only ones who must answer for
our belief, and others are not accountable for our faith and belief. Therefore, every
human's belief should be supported by the strongest excuse or proof. Our faith must
be based on our heavenly book (The Quran); the words, quotes, and speech of
religious, scientific and philosophical figures, and elders cannot be cited on the Day
of Judgment - only the Quran can. When most of us want to buy a new car, we spend
days and weeks asking our acquaintances about the advantages and disadvantages of
their cars, we visit different dealerships and learn about the rise and fall in car prices,
and we consult many people about purchasing our cars. Do we value our faith and
belief as much as even one-tenth of buying a car? Since our eternal afterlife is based
on our faith and belief, are we willing to take the time to justify our religious
principles, just as we took the time to buy a car? Another important point is that in
order to find true guidance, every person should read the Quran in such a way that
they allow the Quran to define the right path for them, rather than approaching the
Quran with preconceptions and biased intentions. Otherwise, instead of the Quran
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guiding them, they end up guiding the Quran and dragging it behind them. A
purposeful person compares their life path and belief with the Quran, then
courageously removes every part of their views that are not aligned with the Quran,
and adds what is missing by referencing the Quran itself and completes it. As a result
of doing this they will have a balanced Quranic belief. We should seek help from the
Quran in such a way that on the Day of Resurrection, for every part of our faith and
belief, we can have verses from the Quran to refer to.
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A person who reads Quran A person who Quran

with bias guides him

In addition to this, another major problem in studying the Quran is personal
interpretations, where people try to forcibly align historical events and other people'
viewpoints with the Quran. In the matter of faith and belief; historical events should
be set aside, and one should reflect using the Quran, which is the strongest source for
faith. Unfortunately in our society, it is believed that only certain individuals have
knowledge and understanding about religion, so it is better for these individuals to
think on behalf of the rest of society and then tell the people what to think as if no
one else understands the Quran, and we have researched and studied faith, thus
everyone should imitate us and there is no need for others to think about religion. If
it was assumed that only certain people understood the Quran and had knowledge
and understanding about the pillars of faith, then the Quran would have been revealed
only to these specific people. However the Quran was revealed to all mankind, and
everyone, young and old, benefits from it.
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And We have certainly made the Quran easy to remember. So is there anyone who
will be mindfil?

Surely, teaching and learning monotheism (Tawhid) is a simple task, but being
monotheistic and pious 1s the work of true servants of God. The Quran is a book that
God himself has promised us that will not be distorted until the Day of Judgment. It
1s a miracle that has always been protected from corruption and serves as the only
reference for human beliefs:
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1t is certainly We Who have revealed the Quran (Reminder), and it 1s certainly We

Who will preserve it.
Also:
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Recite what has been revealed to you from the Book of your Lord. None can change
His Words, nor can you find any refuge besides Him.

On the Day of Judgment, the beloved Prophet of Islam will complain about his
people for abandoning the Book of God. Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him;
PBUH) endured 23 years of suffering and hardships, night vigils, wars, exiles, hunger,
financial and life risks to convey the message of God to people. Today, people devote
hours to earning money, having fun, and studying, but they do not dedicate even a
few thoughtful minutes daily to reading the Quran:
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The Messenger has cried, “O my Lord! My people have indeed received this Quran
with neglect.”

The issue of faith is something that every person should allocate some of their
precious time to think about individually. Please note that the important issue that
we intend to express here is that in our society, many people think that their rational
thoughts reside in the minds of others, and instead of making individual conclusions
about their opinions, they should refer to certain people and that is precisely the
problem. God said in the Quran that you should think about the creation, the cosmos,
the earth, the verses of the Quran, and your own creation, but He didn’t mention
having other people think for you. After the Prophet of Islam recited the Quran to
new Muslims and corrected their faith and beliefs, he did not tell them that after
hearing these verses about faith, they should consult Abu-Jahl or Abu-Lahab
(notorious sworn enemies of the Prophet PBUH) on these religious verses. Certainly,
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when the truth reached their ears, they accepted it. Many of our people confuse faith
with jurisprudence (Figh) and think of it as something vague and ambiguous. The
opinion of each person is based on his own thinking and conclusion, and in this case,
one cannot simply copy the thoughts of others (parents, scholars, and society). If a
person wants to research about the subject of inheritance, it deals with jurisprudence
(Figh), but if someone wants to fully understand monotheism (Tawhid), they must
think for themselves using the Quran. Certainly, there are many people who pray
daily, and some who do public volunteer work, etc., but if the faith of these people
is tainted with polytheism (Shirk) as much as the tip of a needle, none of their deeds
will be accepted by God. Thus at the very least, contemplating these concepts does
no harm. Another example: Consider this scenario of you are in a classroom. The
central examination board has previously announced that they will conduct the final
exam, with questions based solely on the textbook, and they will also be responsible
for grading. In class, the teacher tells you that instead of teaching from the textbook,
they will provide their notes, which contain a lot of non-curricular material. Smart
individuals, heeding/mindful of the exam board's prior warning, study both the
textbook and the teacher’s notes; Meanwhile foolish individuals take the teacher's
word as the absolute truth and rely solely on the notes. On the day of the exam, it
becomes clear that all questions are from the textbook, not the teacher’s notes. Who
truly succeeds on exam day? In matters of faith for us, the Quran’s importance is like
the previous textbook.

Despite discussing the issues thoroughly, many people still find it hard to accept the
points because they've never deeply considered their faith before. It's recommended
that even if these topics are tough to digest, individuals should continue to reflect on
them earnestly and with a desire for truth, keeping in mind Allah's promise of
guidance. One shouldn't avoid thinking about their beliefs like someone trying to
forget a traumatic event. Continuous reflection is crucial; a belief that can't withstand
scrutiny and study is more an illusion than a true conviction. True faith should
become stronger through careful examination, not weaker. After stating all the above,
there are still many people who find it difficult to accept because they consider
themselves incapable and have not thought about their faith. Our suggestion to these
people is that even if it is difficult for you to digest what has been said, continue to
sincerely think about and reflect on these subjects from a truth-seeking perspective,
and don’t forget Allah's promise of guidance. Don't be like someone who tries hard
to forget about a traumatic accident or experienced PTSD, but instead please keep
thinking about these issues in this section and the next chapters. Continuous
reflection is crucial; a belief that can't withstand scrutiny and examination is more an
illusion than a true conviction.

(22— Al Anfil Jus) S iy ¥ ol v'{\,j“ 250 0 e g 3 k)

Indeed, the worst of all beings in the sight of Allah are the willfully deaf and
dumb, who do not understand.




Chapter 4: Thinking about Creation
In this section, we discuss a few verses of the Quran that demonstrate the absolute
power and sovereignty of Allah. These verses invite humans to shift their focus from
looking at from the pavement beneath their feet to the expanses of the sky and the
creations. Please pay attention to the following verses:
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As for the earth, We spread it out and placed upon it firm mountains, and caused
everything to grow there in perfect balance. And We made in it means of sustenance
for you and others, who you do not provide for. There is not any means of sustenance
whose reserves We do not hold, only bringing it forth in precise measure. We send
fertilizing winds, and bring down rain from the sky for you to drink. It is not you
who hold its reserves. Surely it is We Who give life and cause death. And We are the
Eternal Successor. We certainly know those who have gone before you and those

who will come after you. Surely your Lord alone will gather them together for
Judgment. He 1s truly All-Wise, All-Knowing.

In these verses, the Lord speaks of His power and the blessings He has bestowed
upon humans. God created the earth, making it flat and smooth for easy human
habitation and walking on it without great difficulty. Imagine the difficulties they
would endure if while walking, one were to sink into the ground. God has spread the
earth like a carpet beneath humanity's feet and anchored it with mountains. These
mountains not only protect human lives, properties, and possessions during
earthquakes and provide shelter during floods; but also they are also home to a
variety of plants and animals, offering numerous blessings to humans. Moreover,
God has stated that every plant on earth is nurtured in a harmonious and balanced
manner, affirming the flawless nature of His creations. Every day we witness
researchers and scientists discover new manifestations of the infinite power of Allah
in his creations, including animals, plants, the universe, and the human body itself.

Throughout the Quran, God emphasizes that He alone orchestrates all actions such
as spreading, nurturing, and growing. Without His permission, no living being or
creature is even allowed to exist. It is God’s will that governs these actions, and His
will is supreme, overshadowing any power that these creatures might seem to
possess; indeed creatures possess no power of their own. God created all life and He
alone provides sustenance/aliment to every creature. This includes ants, aquatic life,
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birds, both microscopic and macroscopic beings, and wild and domestic animals,
which humans collectively could not feed even in limited numbers. God also
nourishes humans. Every human, regardless of faith, be they Muslim, Christian,
atheist, or polytheist, receives sustenance and aliment from God. This divine
provision is universal and not withheld from anyone, as God ensures that all receive
their sustenance. The treasure vaults of everything lie with Almighty God, and no
treasury is even slightly beyond the reach of God's power and knowledge. This means
that the full ownership of all blessings is with God, and only Allah has complete
insight into the essence and nature of all beings. Furthermore, God grants His
blessings to His creations and servants in specific, predetermined amounts. For
example, blessings such as rain and snow, the blowing of the wind and the movement
of clouds, sunlight, science and knowledge, etc. are all under the full control of God,
and He always bestows these blessings to His servants in a certain and known amount.
If we spend our lives praying knowledge beyond our capacity, it will not be granted.
This is because God knows the abilities of all His creatures and grants blessings
according to their known capacity.

Have you ever paid attention to the wind blowing? The wind causes the clouds to
move and the plants to pollinate, bestowing the gift of life to Earth. It also causes the
clouds to collide and as a result, cloud seeding occurs. Finally, it rains from the sky
to provide water for all humans and living beings. In the above verse, God
emphasizes that He is the one who provides people with water through this beautiful
and meaningful process, while humans do not have the power to store and conserve
water. Pay attention to the water behind the dam. After the rain, the dams and
reservoirs are filled with water, but does this water remain unchanged? A large
amount of this water seeps underground and a significant amount evaporates into the
air. Finally, over time the dam will lose its water again until by the mercy of Allah,
the rain waters the earth, living beings, and humans again. The most important thing
about these examples is God's power to give life and death. Allah Almighty makes
the trees and green plants wither in autumn and hibernate in winter, then He gives
them life and revives them again in the spring and makes them bloom. The same way
God controls the life and death of trees and plants, He is able to give life to humans
after their death. After all human beings reach the end of their life span, God will
take their lives and only He will inherit the whole universe and everything in it. The
earth and everything in it (from plants and animals to inanimate objects, cities,
countries, and all sciences and technologies) will pass out of human hands and return
to their original heir.

Almighty God is the first and the last (V) 5 Js¥I 5»), meaning that He alone is aware
of the conditions and thoughts of those who have passed. He also knows the fate of
our future generations. God is aware and capable of everything. Ultimately, all

people will be gathered in front of their Lord on the Day of Judgment to receive the
result of their deeds. Indeed, God is All-Knowing (absolute knower of the conditions
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of His servants and the universe) and All-wise (absolute wisdom in provision and
sending blessings).

During the time of our Prophet (PBUH), many people asked when the Day of
Judgment would come while ignoring the many blessings of God. Only God has
knowledge of the Day of Judgment and its occurrence. One of the scholars said:
"Whoever dies, his judgment has begun". Therefore, it 1s wise to take a lesson from
the past and reflect a little on our circumstances and our divine instruction, which is
the Quran, because our death is the beginning of our judgment day, and after that,
we will not have even a short passage back to this life.

A question to think about:
What is God's true purpose in demonstrating His power to mankind?
What does it imply that the moment someone dies, their Day of Judgment begins?

2
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The seven heavens, the earth, and all those in them glorify Him. There is not
a single thing that does not glorify His praises but you simply cannot
comprehend their glorification. He is indeed Most Forbearing, All-Forgiving.
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Chapter 5: Contemplating God’s Power
Why does God encourage humans to contemplate the creation of mankind, the
heavens and the earth, and the Quran? And Why is thinking deeply about the Quran
held in such high regard? Consider the following verses that underscore the
importance of reflection on the Quran, the universe, and the soul:
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This Quran is a sufficient message for humanity so that they may take it as a warning
and know that there is only One God, and so that people of reason (wise men) may

be mindful.
Also:
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Indeed, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the day and
night, there are signs for people of reason.
Also:
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He is the One Who shapes you in the wombs of your mothers as He wills. There is
no god worthy of worship except Him—the Almighty, All-Wise.

In the Holy Quran, nearly 1300 verses mention the existence and creation of humans,
and subsequently, we are encouraged to think and reflect. Certainly, no human can
afford to ignore the world around them or their own creation, simply indulging in
eating and sleeping without awareness. A rational human life cannot be exchanged
for an animalistic, unthinking existence, since the value of each person is in their
thought, contemplation, and ideology. Throughout history, thoughtful and
purposeful individuals have been valued more in society. Consider two people: one
blind and the other sighted; if the blind person attempts to cross a highway without
any preliminary preparation, they are likely to encounter an accident. Similarly, if
the sighted person closes their eyes and tries to cross, they too will face an accident,
showing no difference from the blind individual in this scenario. The human mind
operates similarly. If a person does not use their mind and logic, they are no different
from those who are mentally incapacitated and are indistinguishable from animals.
Typically, once a person reaches intellectual maturity, they set a goal for their life
and direct all their efforts towards achieving that goal. Some people may choose
short-term goals like seeking pleasure and temporary satisfaction in this world, while
others aim for long-term goals like eternal happiness and joy. God encourages
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humans to choose their ultimate goal in life wisely, not based on emotions, by
contemplating three important signs: The Universe, Humans themselves, and verses
of the Quran (073 5 sl 5§ 3UT).

There are several reasons for God's invitation to think. First, through thinking about
God's signs, humans can achieve certainty about the existence of their Creator. The
world we live in is one where order and discipline prevail in every corner. Our world
1s not accidental and it was not created without a purpose. At every moment, millions
of living creatures in the oceans, forests, mountains, cities, and villages are looking
for their sustenance, and it is God who provides for them. Meanwhile, the moon, the
Earth, and the sun move in their orbits in perfect order, never descending into chaos.
It is God who orchestrates the movement of the Earth, all planets, and stars,
establishing specific orbits for them. At the same time, the human heart pumps blood
through the veins, and the lungs draw in air. Without a doubt, it is God who sustains
human life, governs the beating of the heart, and maintains the functioning of human
organs by His power.

If the universe we live in were accidentally made, it would function randomly
without any of the natural laws of nature. No recurring events would ever occur in
the universe, and everything would be chaotic. For example, if our universe were
truly accidental and random, throwing a rock into the air could result in something
entirely different, like an airplane accidentally fall in its place. No rational mind or
common sense would consider it possible even if you threw the rock into the air
millions of times, that it would transform into an airplane and fall back instead.
Even when designing a wristwatch, we plan extensively and follow systematic
principles. How then can we expect the earth and all its wonders, the sun, the stars,
and galaxies to have come into existence randomly? Or how can we expect that they
are created without principle or order, moving randomly in their orbits? If there were
no order in the human body, how could we expect humans to continue living with
bodies made and function randomly? If the environment around us were truly random,
then by simply blinking at an object like a book, a chair might appear in its place.
But does common sense or rational thinking support such a notion? The world we
live in is unique in its creation and has a unique Creator.

Another reason to think about the universe, ourselves, and the Quran is to realize the
truth of God's promises in the Quran. In the Quran, God speaks about the punishment
of past generations. The remains of the people of Lut, Aad, Pharaoh and his followers,
and many others who were punished by God for their transgressions and sins still
exist as examples for mankind. Just as God's promises were fulfilled for those people,
His other promises will also be fulfilled. By reflecting on our own lives, we can
understand this truth. In the Quran, God has promised death to all His servants both
humans and Jinn and we witness this promise being fulfilled every day, whether in
friends, foes, family, or eventually ourselves. Since the promise of death is inevitable
for every human, God's other promises will also be fulfilled.
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Every soul will taste death, then to Us you will all be returned,

Humans have limited control to interfere and manipulate their world. During a child's
development in the womb, it is God who perfects the child's physical organs,
nourishes them, and shapes their face, while the mother’s role is only to carry the
child. After birth, God guides the child’s intellectual growth, teaches them to speak,
and grants them the ability to reason and think. Throughout a person's life, God
provides sustenance, tests them, and ultimately brings them to old age and demise.
Humans cannot alter this process; otherwise, they could prevent their aging. If
humans had such power and capability, then when they lose a limb, such as a hand
in an accident, they would be able to create a new one for themselves.

Additionally, the alternation of day and night, the movement of clouds by God's
command, the withering of plants in winter, and their revival in spring are all signs
for a truth-seeking mind to ponder and recognize God's promises. Indeed,
everything—from our surroundings to our own bodies—is a miracle. However,
because we have become accustomed to these processes, we no longer perceive life's
events as miraculous. Similarly, when a new discovery is made, we initially see it as
a miracle, but over time, it becomes ordinary or simply an accepted fact of life.
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And He 1s the One Who sends down rain from the sky, causing all kinds of plants to
grow, producing green stalks from which We bring forth clustered grain. And fiom
palm trees come clusters of dates hanging within reach. There are also gardens of
grapevines, olives, and pomegranates, similar in shape but dissimilar in taste. Look
at their fruit as it yields and ripens! Indeed, in these are signs for people who believe.

Allah Almighty has mentioned all these things in the Quran so that humans may
recognize His greatness and power, as well as their own weakness and insignificance,
and bow down to Him in reverence. On this Earth, humans are like ants trapped in a
glass globe. No matter how much the ant struggles or which direction it turns, it
cannot escape. Similarly, no matter how scientifically advanced humans become or
how far they flee into the universe, they will ultimately face death by the will of
Allah and enter a realm from which there is no return. Currently, Earth's population
exceeds several billion people. Many powerful and wealthy individuals of the past,
who are no longer present, once lived as we do today. Like some in our time, they
took pride in their sins—such as theft, oppression, and adultery—considering them
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symbols of honor. Yet, in another hundred years, none of the people living on Earth
today will remain. Death will cast its shadow over all our lives, and we will all meet
Allah Almighty.

With a little reflection, we realize that death is inevitable and certain, serving as proof
of the fulfillment of God's other promises. Anyone who thinks impartially and
applies simple logical reasoning will understand their purpose in this world. The
argument is as follows: Every human is either a creator or a creation, there is no third
option. If someone claims that humans are creators, they must prove what humans
have created from the heavens and the Earth. Can they demonstrate that humans have
the power and knowledge to create and manage the universe, from the vast galaxies
to the smallest living beings. Do humans even have the power to create themselves
or fully control their own bodies? Can we change our skin color on our own, grow
taller without surgery, instantly change how our bodies look, or add new body parts
like extra hands

With a little thought, common sense reveals that the answer to all these questions is
no. Humans are creations and must recognize and worship their Creator. They must
implement the Creator’s program of guidance, happiness, and prosperity in their life,
for the Creator’s plan for creation is the most comprehensive life plan.

Questions to think about: What do we truly think about God? In our minds and hearts,
1s the God we believe in the true God, or a version shaped by our own thoughts and
assumptions?
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We did not create the heavens and the earth and everything in between
for fun/game.
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Chapter 6: Religious Exaggeration
One of the problems in today's world is exaggeration in religion. Allah Almighty has
clearly forbidden this. Pay attention to the following verse:
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Say “How can you worship besides Allah those who can neither harm nor benetfit
you? And Allah alone is the All-Hearing, All-Knowing”. Say, “O People of the
Book! Do not go to extremes in your faith beyond the truth, nor follow the vain
desires of those who went astray before you. They misled many and strayed fiom the
Right Way. The disbelievers among the Children of Israel were condemned in the
revelations of David and Jesus, son of Mary. That was for their disobedience and
violations.

Some people believe that exaggeration in religion makes it more appealing and helps
them attract more followers around them. By exaggerating the qualities of righteous
individuals, such as prophets, imams, and religious leaders, they attribute to them
characteristics beyond human nature. Through these exaggerations, they have
elevated righteous individuals to the status of God's deputies, claiming that, due to
God's love for them, He has entrusted them with a portion of His authority and
command. It is possible that many of these people do this with the good intention
and benevolent mindset, but in reality, their actions disregard God's command and
introduce superstitions into religion. There are also other people who exaggerate in
the religion of Islam, as well as in the description of righteous people, for personal
gain, a lack of religious knowledge, or the pursuit of fame and wealth. In doing so,
they lead themselves and many of their followers astray. For this reason, the
Messenger of God Mohammad (PBUH) forbade exaggeration and over-glorification
of himself: "Do not exaggerate and overstate about me, as the Christians exaggerated
about Jesus, the son of Mary. Indeed, I am only a slave and servant, so say: God's
servant and his messenger.”

The main danger lies in attributing God's qualities to created beings (Beside Allah
4 0s5), which leads people to associate their love for Allah with these individuals and
exaggerate in their devotion to them. As a result, people begin to love them at the
same level as they love God. In doing so, they unknowingly introduce polytheism
(Shirk - 52) into their own lives by their own hands. A very clear example in this
field is that a person attributes to their religious elders the knowledge of the unseen

and the ability to interfere in the administration of worldly affairs. Pay attention to
the following verses:

23



wale G o e s e e s ) K Y o5V ez o SO 5 Wy W2 Y g e e ) o s ol e e e
o ol 470 % oA X s 4 (- 4o Nl (7°7% 9 of o2 L 6 sh .t o s
G SN L) v ES Pl ela G| B V5 Gl et SUATY 28 (vav) dptlis ¥ 0 27 5505 0 e

105 g K 455 Gl s oy 5 1 e i) 58 (VAR) O 38 ets 2 V) B ) 22 2 U5 i

(187-189 — Al A’raf Coiel) (YA3) 58U o 55550 Bl G2 1 Wy 1565 Sa GGl6 o 2508 s S8 SR B8
They ask you [O Prophet] regarding the Hour, When will it be? Say, “That
knowledge is only with my Lord. He alone will reveal it when the time comes. It is
too tremendous for the heavens and the earth and will only take you by surprise.”
They ask you as if you had full knowledge of it. Say, “That knowledge is only with
Allah, but most people do not know.” Say, “I have no power to benefit or protect
myself, except by the Will of Allah. If I had known the unknown, 1 would have
benefited myself enormously, and no harm would have ever touched me. I am only
a warner and deliverer of good news for those who believe.” He is the One Who
created you from a single soul, then from i1t made its spouse so he may find comfort
in her. After he had been united with her, she carried a light burden that developed
gradually. When it grew heavy, they prayed to Allah, their Lord, “If you grant us
good oftspring, we will certainly be grateful. ”

We all know that there is nothing higher than the words of Almighty God, and God
clearly states here that even His Prophet does not know about the unseen. In fact, the
only source that informs the prophets about the unseen is the revelation that was
revealed only to the beloved and chosen messengers. Today, if anyone (especially a
religious scholar) claims to have knowledge of the unseen, they are considered a liar,
as the only true source of unseen knowledge is divine revelation (in the case of the
Muslims, the Quran). Therefore, if someone believes what this person says, they put
themselves in danger of going astray and should quickly reconsider their thoughts.
We will explain the details and examples of faith in the upcoming chapters. Have
you ever heard of people claiming to have 'Limbo' or 'Purgatory' eyes? These
individuals exploit the ignorance of others by asserting that they can perceive a
person’s level of piety and faith, see into their souls, or even visualize them as
animals (such as pigs, sheep, or cows) based on their righteousness. According to
their claims, this so-called ability is because God pays special attention to them and
they are closer to God's divine court. Have you come across hadiths that attribute
non-human characteristics such as 'Purgatory eyes' and the ability to know people's
fate after death to righteous individuals and Imams? The following verse was
revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) regarding the hypocrites:
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Or do those with sickness in their hearts think that Allah will not expose their malice?
Had We willed, We could have truly shown them to you "O Prophet’, so you would
have certainly recognized them by their appearance. But you will surely recognize
them by their tone of speech. And Allah fully knows your doings. We will certainly
test you believers until We prove those of you who truly struggle in Allah’s cause
and remain steadfast, and reveal how you conduct yourselves.

In verse 30, God told the Prophet: "If We wanted, We would have shown you the
hypocrites so that you would recognize them by their faces, [but we did not do this],
nevertheless you can recognize them and distinguish them from others through their
actions, behavior, and speeches [through the knowledge of their actions, not what's
inside their hearts]. God reinforces this point in the following verse as well. When
Allah addresses His Prophet in this manner, telling the dearest human in His sight
that he does not have knowledge of people’s inner secrets, then what can be said
about those who make such false claims or attribute inhuman characteristics to the
Imams and prophets, except regret?
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Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger will be in the Hell

tire forever? That 1s the ultimate disgrace. The hypocrites fear that a surah should be

revealed about them, exposing what is in their hearts. Say, Keep mocking! Allah will
definitely bring to light what you fear. If you question them, they will certainly say,

We were only talking idly and joking around. Say, Was it Allah, His revelations, and
His Messenger that you ridiculed?

From now on, whenever we come across an article, saying, or hadith of this nature,
we must evaluate it through the filter of the Quran. If the Quran confirms it, we
should accept it wholeheartedly. However, if it contradicts the Quran, we must have
the courage to reject it. Out of respect for the One and Only Creator of the universe,
we should discard such empty and fabricated hadiths and instead uphold authentic
Quranic teachings. Some people also claim to have knowledge about ghosts and the
afterlife. Topics that, like previous cases, have only been revealed to humanity
through divine revelation. Allah Almighty says:
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Say “Everyone acts in their own way. But your Lord knows best whose way is rightly
guided. They ask you about the spirit. Say, Its nature is known only to my Lord, and
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you have been given but little knowledge. If We willed, We could have certainly

taken away what We have revealed to you, then you would find none to guarantee
its return from Us.

Unfortunately, not only in some Islamic countries but across much of the world, the
market of these people is very prosperous. Strange cults and mystical movements
have fabricated their own depictions of the afterlife, shaped purely by imagination.
In our country which claims to be Islamic, certain deviant individuals over the past
hundred years have published materials under titles such as Details of the First Night
in the Grave, Torment of the Grave, Life After Death, and Indian and Tribal
Mysticism. We must evaluate these books and ideologies through the filter of the

Quran; if they align with it we accept them, otherwise we should confidently reject
them.
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With Him are the keys of the unseen, no one knows them except

Him. And He knows what is in the land and sea. Not even a leaf falls
without His knowledge, nor a grain in the darkness of the earth or
anything, green or dry, but is written in a perfect Record.
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Chapter 7: The Key to Understanding Monotheism (Tawhid +>#):

Allah versus Dunellah (44 95 9 <)

In the Holy Quran, Almighty God introduces himself with the name Allah and Rabb
(=), and has categorizes all his creations, from humans, Jinn and angels to the

universe and the supernatural worlds, etc, under the title of Besides-Allah, Anything-
but-Allah or Except-Allah (Dunellah & Ghairellah & 04> 5 & x¢). In the Quran, the

word Dunellah/Beside-Allah & 095 is used 71 times. Also, the word Dunehi %3 (the

“hi” in the word Dunehi returns to Allah) 37 times, the word Ghairellah/Except-
Allah & ¢ 17 times, the word Dunerrahman .~} 04> 2 times, and the word Duni _ss

(the 1 in the word Duni returns to Allah) is also used 3 times in the Quran.
Distinguishing between the two words Allah and Dunellah in the Quran is extremely
important. There is no exception in this categorization and no creature has access to
its creator (No path to become its own creator). The Quran calls on people to reflect
on the attributes and characteristics of these two categories. It is stated in the Quran
that Dunellah (Besides-Allah/Except-Allah or Non-Allah) lacks divine power and
cannot be present everywhere, watch over everything, hold ultimate authority, or be
omnipotent. Unlike Allah, they cannot be accessed at any time or place. Only Allah
possesses these attributes. He alone creates, provides sustenance, gives life, and takes
souls. He is the only one who can intervene in all of His creation. If we believe that
any creature in this world possesses even the slightest of these divine attributes, we
are, in effect making it a partner with God, which is an act of clear disbelief and
polytheism (Shirk) according to the Quran. Unfortunately, in many translations of
the Quran, the word Dunellah is translated to an idol, which is an incomplete

interpretation. In the Quran, 1dols are specifically referred to by the word Asnam Lo,

Pay attention to the following figure:

Allah (Rabb, God, Creator) &

i ® Dunellah (Creation): i
. All humans from Adam to the Day of Judgment, All
i Jinn, All Angels, All Cosmos including earth and |
' what's inside it and other galaxies, Heaven and Hell,
and any other creations that we know or don’t know.
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Therefore, Dunellah is not limited to idols; it encompasses all creatures and creations,
including those beyond human imagination. When the Quran was revealed to the
Prophet, people worshiped not only idols but also fire, the sun, the stars, and other
entities. The Quran’s message applies to all such forms of worship; it did not address
only idolaters while ignoring other cases:
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He created the heavens without pillars as you can see and placed firm mountains
upon the earth so it does not shake with you, and scattered throughout it all types of
creatures. And We send down rain from the sky, causing every type of fine plant to

grow on earth. This is Allah’s creation. Now show Me what those other than Him

(Dunehe) have created. In fact, the wrongdoers are clearly astray. Indeed, We blessed
Lugman with wisdom, saying “Be gratefil to Allah, for whoever 1s gratefill, it is only
for their own good. And whoever is ungratetul, then surely Allah is Selt-Sufticient,

Praiseworthy.”

As in the previous verse, God has repeatedly made us aware of the weakness of
Dunellah in many places in the Quran. Allah Almighty is the creator and Dunellah
is the creation. The birth and death of Dunellah are entirely in Allah’s hands, and
absolute ownership of all creatures (Dunellah /Except-Allah) belongs solely to Him:
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Allah 1s the One to Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, Who
has never had any offspring, nor does He have a partner in governing the kingdom.
He has created everything, ordaining it precisely. Yet they have taken beside-Him
2ods who cannot create anything but are themselves created. Nor can they protect or
benelit themselves. Nor can they control life, death, or resurrection. The disbelievers
say, “This Quran is nothing but a fabrication which he made up with the help of
others.” Their claim is totally unjustitied and untrue!

No creature—including Jinn, humans, angels, and all other beings—shares in God's
essence or attributes. This means that God is absolutely unique in His essence and
being and characteristics, and His divine attributes are never assigned to His creation.
For example, no human whether alive (in a physical body) or dead (in the form of a

28



soul), can claim to possess any of God's exclusive attributes. These include A/-Basir
(the All-Seeing, whose sight encompasses all creation), As-Sami’ (the All-Hearing,
who hears everything), A/-Latif (the Most Subtle, whose mercy is boundless and
whose knowledge is unrestricted by any barrier), and all other divine attributes of
God. This is the essence of monotheism (Tawhid), and its opposite is disbelief (Kufr)
and polytheism (Shirk). Allah is One and Absolute in His essence and attributes, and
nothing shares in His divine qualities:

(Al Tkhlas o) (4) 3505870 K545 (3) U 45 A 1 (2) data @ (1) dsf i 54 o8
Say “He i1s Allah, only One; Allah, the Sustainer needed by all. He has never had
offspring, nor was He born. And there is none comparable to Him"

A question to reflect on: To which category does each of the following belong? Allah
or Dunellah (Beside-God, Except-God)?

1-Hell, 2-Sun, 3-Yourself, 4-Body, 5-Rightious people, 6-Satan, 7-Animals and trees,
8-Gabriel and angels, 9-Human thoughts, 10-Human instincts, 11-Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), 12-Imams and leaders, 13-The soul/the deceased, 14-
Jesus/Moses/Abraham, etc.

(82 ~Al Nisa 1) 155" U3l a3 (o 4 el 1% e 50 O S5 3T 0 55 200 ST

Do they not then reflect on the Quran? Had it been from anyone other
than Allah, they would have certainly found in it many inconsistencies.
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Chapter 8: Monotheism in Prayer and Requests

The main subject begins from this point onward. If you have any questions while
reading the following content, please continue following the topics as planned, as
most of your questions will be answered in the upcoming chapters. After illustrating
cach of these divine attributes of God (the One, the Provider, the Creator, the Owner,
the Lord, the Guardian, and so on), the Quran addresses humans and says: "You who
acknowledge God with these attributes—why do you not call upon Him alone? Why
do you not supplicate and appeal to Him alone? Why do you not obey and follow
Him alone? And in short, why do you not worship and adore Him alone? Are you
under a spell, bewitched by illusion?" From the very beginning, the Quran commands
humanity to worship God alone:

g P
e s 2 J;.j (1 (i_‘{jb\j (':"\ Lzayﬁfc'“ Avs ‘)H 533 o f)}j\ix.: s (ra) 568 doh i of s S8 D6 sz Gt
i e g (€0 )oﬁwywu\;s ) 200 35 56 ) 1dias VT & ) S o) el
(39-41 — Yusuf Ciwg) (£1) owusx\fw@gwbd”@\yu%f\hu A g g kShsd

O my fellow prisoners! Which is far better: many diftferent lords or Allah, the One,
the Supreme? Whatever you worship instead of Him are mere names which you and
your forefathers have made up, a practice Allah has never authorized. It is only Allah
Who decides. He has commanded that you worship none but Him. That is the upright
faith, but most people do not know. O my fellow-prisoners! The first one of you will
serve wine to his master, and the other will be crucified and the birds will eat from
his head. The matter about which you inquired has been decided.

Furthermore, in the following verses, you will see that God has exclusively reserved
worship for Himself and has commanded humanity to worship Him alone (pay close
attention to the word "854 Ta’budun" which means worship). Every prophet sent to
humanity first called people to the worship of God alone; they never asked to be

worshiped themselves. Instead, they declared: ', along with you and all others,
worship God alone':
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Then We saved Our messengers and those who believed. For it is Our duty to save
the believers. Say O humanity! If you are in doubt of my faith, then know that I do
not worship those you worship instead of Allah. But I worship Allah, Who has the
power to cause your death. And I have been commanded to Be one of the believers,
and Be steadfast in faith in all uprightness, and do not be one of the polytheists.
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Also:
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Ifthey turn away, then surely Allah has perfect knowledge of the corruptors. Say, O
People of the Book! Let us come to common terms. that we will worship none but
Allah, associate none with Him, nor take one another as lords instead of Allah. But
1f they turn away, then say “Bear witness that we have submitted to Allah alone”. O
People of the Book! Why do you argue about Abraham, while the Torah and the
Gospel were not revealed until long after him? Do you not understand?

In the previous sections, the categories of worship were specified. A crucial point to
note is that the God in the Quran, does not only require human beings to worship
him. In many of the Quran’s verses, in addition to purely and sincerely worshiping
Him, He has also asked humans to exclusively dedicate supplication, seeking help,
and seeking their needs from God alone (pay close attention to the word "¢&" which

means to invoke or call upon):
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and do not invoke nor call upon, instead of Allah, what can neither benefit nor harm
you, for if you do, then you will certainly be one of the unjust wrongdoers, and If
Allah touches you with harm, none can undo it except Him. And if He intends good
for you, none can withhold His bounty. He grants it to whoever He wills of His
servants. And He is the All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Also:
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As a test for them. and whoever turns away from the remembrance of their Lord will
be admitted by Him into an overwhelming punishment. The places of worship are
only for Allah, so do not invoke (call upon) anyone besides Him. Yet when the
servant of Allah stood up calling upon Him alone, the pagans almost swarmed over
him.
**Note: "vsixf Ta’budun” is derived from the root "i& Abada" meaning submission

"s

and obedience. "# Tad’u" is derived from the root "3 Da’awa" meaning to seek,
ask or pray for benefits or protection.
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The Prophet (PBUH) said: "ssLal 52 30" which means “Supplication is worship”.

Many verses in the Quran strictly command humans to seek all their needs—such as
healing for the sick, success in trials and exams, victory, ease in work and affairs,
and more—exclusively from God. This must be done directly, without any
intermediaries. Unfortunately, because the Quran has been neglected in our society
and people's beliefs have been manipulated by self-serving profiteers, this practice
has been completely reversed. Instead of asking God directly, people now do the
exact opposite, by using His creations as intermediaries, presenting their prayers to
Him through these mediators. This is the very problem the Prophet was sent to
eliminate. Pay close attention to the following verses, where God has presented His
final argument and proof against humanity:
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The Hour i1s certainly coming, there is no doubt about it. But most people do not
believe. Your Lord has proclaimed, Call upon Me, I will respond to you. Surely those
who are too proud to worship Me will enter Hell, in utter humiliation. It 1s Allah Who
has made the night for you to rest in and the day bright. Surely Allah is ever Bountiful
to humanity, but most people are ungratefiil.

Pay close attention to the word " s>l Od’uni" in the previous verse. Here, God

clearly commands humans to pray only to Him in order to receive an answer.
Nowhere in the Quran does He instruct people to direct their prayers or supplications
to His creation. Also:
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As such, Allah will absolve them of the worst of what they did and reward them
according to the best of what they used to do. Is Allah not sufficient for His servant?
Yet they threaten you with other powerless gods besides Him! Whoever Allah leaves
to stray will be left with no guide. And whoever Allah guides, none can lead astray.
Is Allah not Almighty, capable of punishment?

If you say these statements in front of many people, they will try to instill fear in
you—warning of the power and wrath of beings other than God, such as prophets,
imams, sheikhs, the descendants of deceased imams, and even graves of holy
deceased. They will refuse to accept the idea of asking God alone. Do you know what
God has said about this, beyond the verse mentioned above? Pay close attention:
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He merges the night into the day and the day into the night, and has subjected the
sun and the moon, each orbiting for an appointed term. That is Allah, your Lord! All
authority belongs to Him. But those you invoke and call upon besides Him do not
possess even the skin of a date’s seed. If you call upon them, they cannot hear your
calls, and if they were to hear, they could not respond to you, and on the Day of
Judgment they will disown your worship of them. And no one can inform you like

the All-Knowledgeable Allah. O humanity! It 1s you who stand in need of Allah, but
Allah alone is the Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.

Reflect carefully on the verse above. A full explanation will be provided in the next
section.
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And do not invoke/call upon any other god with Allah. There is no god
except Him. Everything is bound to perish except He Himself. All authority
belongs to Him. And to Him you will all be returned.
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Chapter 9: Polytheism in Society
We will review the verse from the previous chapter together and uncover its true
meaning through the Quran itself:
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He merges the night into the day and the day into the night, and has tamed/subjected
the sun and the moon, each orbiting for an appointed term. That 1s Allah, your Lord!
All authority and kingdom belongs to Him. But those you invoke besides Him do not
possess even the skin of a date stone. If you call upon them, they cannot hear your
calls. And if they were to hear, they could not respond to you. On the Day of
Judgment they will disown your Shirk. And no one can inform you like the All-
Knowledgeable Allah. O humanity! It is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah
1s the Self-Sufticient, Praiseworthy.

After highlighting aspects of His power at the beginning of the verse, Allah says " %
A" “Lahu al-mulk”, meaning 'To Him belongs the dominion'. This signifies that

the ownership of the entire universe is in God's hands alone, and only He has the
authority to govern His creation. No creature can claim true ownership of anything,
as all ownership in this world is temporary. A human being cannot even claim
ownership over their own body: if we lose a leg in an accident, we cannot create a
new one for ourselves. We cannot prevent aging, nor can we even stop our hair from
turning white. Everything we possess in this world is merely entrusted to us and
remains temporary. At the time of death, we will leave it all behind, and each
individual will be held accountable for the blessings that God bestowed upon them
in this life.

In the next part, God states, " s 2 5:80% G 63 20 0523 235" meaning 'Those you call

upon besides God do not even own the thin membrane over a date seed (pay close
attention to the phrase <5 :» 855 Taduna min Dunihi). One who owns nothing

cannot grant the requests of others. Imagine Farhad asks his friend Reza for 100
dollars, even though he knows Reza has no money. Despite this, Farhad keeps
insisting and repeatedly asks him for money. Now, if a third person were to witness
this, they would find Farhad’s request foolish and irrational, realizing that he is
asking for something from someone who does not possess it.
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In the next part, God states ":50 155221 G & 35 25365 Laazg ¥V 24,65 &), meaning: 'If you
call upon those who are not God (Dunellah: prophets, imams, the descendants of
deceased imams, righteous people, sheikhs, etc.), they will not hear your supplication.
Even if they were to hear it, they would not be able to respond to you.' It does not
matter how you call upon them; whether you pray to them, request from them, make
them intermediaries between you and God, or even ask them to pray to God on your
behalf, they have no power to hear or answer your prayers.

In the next section, Allah issues two extremely serious warnings to humanity: #s3"

vﬁfﬂ 524 wid meaning 'And on the Day of Judgment, they will reject your
polytheism'. The first warning is that this action of humans, that is seeking help from

others instead of Allah Almighty is, according to God Himself, considered Shirk
(polytheism). Unfortunately, due to the neglect of the Quran in our society and the
promotion of blind imitation over critical thinking, expressing these concepts is
strongly prevented. The second warning is that on the Day of Judgment, those who
were called upon instead of God or alongside Him will completely reject and deny
this act of humans. On the Day of Resurrection, these false gods will declare that
they were completely unaware of the prayers, worship, and requests directed at them
in this world. This is because such power belongs solely to Allah Almighty, whose
ownership and authority encompass all places and all times. Only God can
simultaneously hear Farhad’s prayer in Mashhad, Reza’s prayer in Tehran, Alice’s
prayer in New York, and Robert’s prayer in London, and answer them all (God alone
is the All-Hearing and the All-Seeing, and these two attributes belong exclusively to
Him).

Many people believe that righteous individuals, prophets, and imams—though no
longer alive—can hear and fulfill people's needs at any time and place. This belief
attributes to them qualities that resemble the divine attributes of Allah Almighty.
Attributes such as .=; Al-Basir (All-Seeing, who perceives the condition of all

creation in every situation), ~= As-Samii (All-Hearing, who hears every human
being, regardless of time and place), ..k Al-Latif (Most Subtle, for whom no veil or
barrier exists) And .= Al-Khabeer (All-Aware, who knows the state of every human

in all circumstances) are reserved exclusively for Allah Almighty; and if we attribute
these divine qualities to God’s creation, we commit Shirk by associating partners
with Allah. Certainly, no being (Dunellah including prophets, imams, sheikhs, etc.)
possesses these divine attributes. Glory be to Allah! He is far above and free from all
forms of Shirk.

In the last part of verse 14 of Surah Al-Fatir, Allah states "> :f. J53 V5", meaning

'"No one can inform you of the truth like the One who is All-Knowledgeable and All-
Aware—Allah'. Certainly, when this verse is recited to many people today, they
attempt to justify their actions and make excuses to divert others from the truth. Some
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even try to interpret the verse in a way that aligns with their desires. However, Allah
Almighty has emphasized that in matters of faith and belief, one should accept only
His words, for He alone reveals the true reality of all things. Only God has revealed
the truth about the Day of Judgment and the status of both the worshipers and the
worshiped on that day—the unseen reality.

In the end, God reaffirms that all human beings are in need of His divine presence.
A needy person cannot seek help from another needy person, and only Allah is truly
self-sufficient and worthy of all praise. In the following verse, Allah has presented
the ultimate reason and proof against humanity. Even though Allah regards worship
and supplication of Dunellah (anything except Allah) to be polytheistic and Shirk,
some humans cannot accept that Dunellah includes humans as well. Pay attention to
this verse:

S N 1;55/.&2 L s PR AT S A L4 T ea a0z e D oas o es A%t o tosf 4 sy o
093 e Osedd Fpdl Of (var) Gstutio o874 aa it oK v 1825y Gl ) 180835 g3 (Vo y) Dylals ndedif V5 1200 2 Gdeieg ¥

(192-194 — Al A'raf Gie) (V4 8) Csdalio 15870) 280 \hmin B 24,536 20l 31 A
And they cannot help them or even help themselves. And if you call upon them for
guidance, they cannot respond to you. It is all the same whether you call them or
remain silent. Those people you invoke and call upon besides Allah are created
beings like yourselves. So call upon them and see if they will answer you, if your
claims are true!

In this verse, God refers to all creatures as His servants (..& Abd) and has not entrusted

them with any knowledge or control over the unseen. From a religious perspective,
all humans are equal, and no one holds superiority over another. From God's
perspective, people are measured by their piety ( 7agwa), which is an inner matter
known only to Him. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 'People are all equal,
like the teeth of a comb'. In other words, God commands humanity in the Quran to
accept only Him, ask only Him, and not seek help from anything or anyone besides
Him. He forbids making intermediaries between oneself and Allah and prohibits
sanctifying anything or anyone other than Him. Pay close attention to the following
verse:
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O humanity! Indeed We created you from a male and a female, and made you into
branches and tribes so that you may know one another. Surely the most noble of you
in the sight of Allah is the most righteous among you. Allah is truly All-Knowing,
All-Aware.
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In addition to the previous verses, and many others in the Quran, the term “z.0"
“those people” has been used. Pay close attention to the following verse:
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Whenever Our clear revelations are recited to them, you recognize rage on the faces
of the disbelievers, as if they are going to snap at those who recite Our revelations to
them. Say, “Shall I inform you of something far more enraging than that? The Hell
Fire which Allah has threatened those who disbelieve. What an evil destination!” O
humanity! An example is set forth, so listen to it: those people you request and call
upon besides Allah can never create a fly, even if they all were to come together for
that. And if a fly were to snatch anything away from them, they cannot even retrieve
1t from the fly. How powerless are those who request and those being called upon!
They have not shown Allah the reverence He deserves. Surely Allah is All-Powertfill,

Almighty.

In this verse, the weakness of everything other than Allah is clearly emphasized. At
the end of the verse, it is stated that both the seeker (Talib—those who pray to and
request from others besides Allah) and the sought (Matlub—those other than God
who are involuntarily worshiped) are powerless. Only Allah, the Holy and Almighty,
is truly omnipotent. God instructs humanity to place their trust in Him alone and to
rely on Him in both hardship and ease.
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Say, I do not ask you for any reward, but whoever wishes, let them pursue the Way
to their Lord. Put your trust in the Ever-Living Allah, Who never dies, and glorify
His praises. Sufficient is He as All-Aware of the sins of His servants. He is the One
Who created the heavens and the earth and everything in between in six Days, then
established Himself on the Throne. He is the Most Compassionate! Ask none other
than the All-Knowledgeable about Himself.

All beings were created from nothing, and only God has always existed and will
always remain. Every human will eventually taste death, while God alone is eternal
and never dies. For this reason, we must place our trust solely in Him.

37



4 3] Ol 05 om0 AT 8 S o Nis gt g o8 ol dy
SR AN e rgR e PR P ST SR LS TSRS B By JUIECCR g Ry

(38 —Az Zumar )

If you ask them who created the heavens and the earth, they will certainly
say, Allah! Ask them, consider then whatever you call upon and request
besides Allah, if it was Allah’s Will to harm me, could they undo that
harm? Or if He willed mercy for me, could they withhold His mercy?
Say, Allah 1s sufficient for me. In Him alone the faithful put their trust.
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Chapter 10: Polytheism in Worship through Intermediaries
Gaining a strong monotheistic understanding is closely tied to recognizing the
distinction between Allah (the Creator) and Dunellah (the creation); and this
distinction is simple to grasp, and only those who are stubborn refuse to accept this
truth. Pay close attention to the following verse:
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Ask “Have you considered whatever you call upon and request besides Allah? Show
me what they have created on earth! Or do they have a share in the heavens? Bring
me a scripture before this Quran or a shred of knowledge, if what you say is true.”
And who could be more astray than those who call upon others (Dunellah) besides
Allah, that cannot respond to them until the Day of Judgment, and are unaware of
their calls? And when people will be gathered, those things/people will be their
enemies and will disown their worship.

In the first part of this verse, God once again emphasizes that Dunellah (the creation)
has not created anything but is itself created. There is no evidence in any divine
scripture or scientific text that Dunellah has participated in creation. Pay close
attention to the verse. It is stated that whatever is invoked and called upon besides
Allah will never respond to the supplicant until the Day of Resurrection. On that day,
these creations, referred to as Dunellah, will not only deny the Shirk of those who
worshiped them but will also become their enemies. On that day, they will say that
We worshiped only the One God during our lives and presented all our needs to Him.
Yet, instead of asking from God, you asked from us, His created beings. Therefore,
we are now your enemies. We were monotheists, while you opposed God, so our
paths are separate.

In the previous sections, it was explained that Dunellah (the created beings) do not
own even a particle of the entire universe and are themselves in need of God. It was
also stated that s~ (Ya’bodun: worshiping, expressing servitude) and o4 (Yad un:

asking, seeking needs, calling upon) are exclusive to the Lord, and if we direct osuu
and s toward Dunellah (anything besides Allah), we have committed Shirk

(associating partners with God). Undoubtedly in this matter, God explicitly states
His words in the Quran without any exceptions, additions or addendum. The
exceptions and additions are constructed by us humans over time: For example, some
argue that while it is true that a person can directly present their needs and requests
to God, and it is also true that they should not ask their needs and wishes directly
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from Dunellah; However, one can ask Dunellah (such as deceased Imams, dead
righteous individuals, etc.) to act as intermediaries between us and the Lord. This
means we present our needs to non-God entities that are not alive and no longer
within the confines of existence, expecting them to convey these requests to the Lord.
Clear reasons against this justification include, first and foremost, that the Arab
people held the same belief before the arrival of the Prophet. They called upon
previous prophets such as Abraham, Ishmael, Cain, or even angels, to fulfill their
needs. They believed that angels and divine prophets could act as their intercessors
and bring them closer to God due to their innocence. Secondly, asking Dunellah to
present our needs to the Lord as an intermediary is in essence, a form of supplication
and request directed at Dunellah itself. In doing so, we are still asking Dunellah to
hear our needs and convey them to God for acceptance.

God has not commanded His servants in even a single verse of the Quran to
communicate with Him through intermediaries, assistants, or deputies. All notions
of worshiping God through intermediaries are human inventions, originating from
our own minds. God who i1s closer to us than the veins in our hearts (surah Qaf, verse
16), has ordered us to ask Him directly, just as the closest path to a point is a straight
line to it. God, who is closer to us than the veins in our hearts, has commanded that
even if a person feels ashamed and disgraced because of their sins, they should
remember that He is still closer to them than any of His creations. When we create
intermediaries between ourselves and God, it implies that we believe He will not
forgive us or hear our voices without these intermediaries. It assumes that God cannot
directly accept the prayers of His servants and must rely on intercession. However,
even if one of God's servants is drowning in sin, the door to repentance remains open.
Only God has the power to forgive sins:
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Say, O My servants who have exceeded the limits against their souls! Do not lose
hope in Allah’s mercy, for Allah certainly forgives all sins. He is indeed the All-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. Turn to your Lord in repentance, and fully submit to Him
before the punishment reaches you, for then you will not be helped.

In addition to examining the figure below, reflect on the following question:
Is it right to obtain faith and belief from a source other than the Quran?
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If you call upon them, they cannot hear
your calls. And if they were to hear, they
could not respond to you...
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So do not ever call upon any other god
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Do not set up any other god with Allah, or
you will end up condemned, abandoned.
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Chapter 11: The Great Danger of Polytheism
In the previous verses, we saw that God regards asking anything from 'those other
than Allah' (non-God) as polytheism/Shirk. Both worship (ta'budun o,.+) and prayer

and request (tad'oun v..5) directed toward God's creation (those other than Allah =

Dunellah) are polytheism/Shirk, whether it is done directly from Dunellah or by
putting Dunellah as an intermediary between oneself and God. Allah the Almighty
has not made any exceptions in this matter. To emphasize this, we present another
verse from the Quran and ask you to once again pay close attention to the words
'ta'budun’ v..i< and 'tad'oun' 045 .
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Abraham responded “Peace be upon you! I will pray to my Lord for your forgiveness.
He has truly been Most Gracious to me. 1 distance myself from "all of” you and from
whatever you invoke and request besides Allah, and I will call upon my Lord alone,
trusting that I will never be disappointed in invoking my Lord.” So after he had left
them and what they worshipped besides Allah, We granted him Isaac and Jacob, and
made each of them a prophet.

Please note that Shirk (polytheism) is not limited to equating a created being with
God 1n the creation of the heavens and the earth. Even making a created being an
intermediary in worship and prayers to the Creator is an act of Shirk. Therefore, all
the following situations are considered Shirk:
« Believing in multiple gods instead of the One True God.
« Thinking that God has relatives or that created beings have collaborated with
Him in creation.
« Asking from created beings instead of praying directly to Almighty God.
« Using created beings as intermediaries for requests, prayers, or worship.
« Considering that certain beings, due to their deeds and closeness to God, act
as His assistants in carrying out commands.
« Believing that any created being shares in any of Allah’s 99 special attributes.
Pay close attention to the following verse:
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Ask “Imagine 1f you were overwhelmed by Allah’s torment or the Hour (Judement
Day)—would you call upon any other than Allah for help? if you are truthful! No!
He is the only One you would call. And if He willed, He could remove the affliction
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that made you invoke Him. Only then will you forget whatever you associate with
Him.” Indeed, We have sent messengers before you to other people who We put
through suffering and adversity, so perhaps they would be humbled.

Imagine that a misfortune occurs near you (earthquake, flood, bombing, etc.). Would
you seek help from Allah or the prophets? From Allah or the Imams? From Allah or
dead sheikhs and the righteous people? If you ask Allah, you have achieved true
monotheism (Tawhid); otherwise, you have fallen into polytheism (Shirk). As
mentioned in previous sections, the ancient ignorant people who fell into polytheism
were not unusual or different from us. They lived as we do and acknowledged God
as the Creator. Their only mistake was making symbolic idols from stone and wood
in the likeness of righteous people and used these righteous individuals (like Prophet
Abraham and Prophet Ishmael) as intermediaries in their prayers, requests, and
worship. The vertical stones of that time have now become horizontal and are placed
on the graves of individuals. Polytheism enters human life in subtle ways. Many
people believe they are true believers, yet their actions reflect polytheism in their
faith. God says:
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How many signs in the heavens and the earth do they pass by with indifterence! And
most of them do not believe in Allah without associating partners with Him. Do they
feel secure that an overwhelming torment from Allah will not overtake them, or that
the Hour will not take them by surprise when they least expect 1t?

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 'The entry of polytheism/Shirk into my Ummah
(community) is more subtle than the movement of a black ant on a black stone in the
darkness of night.' The only way to prevent this problem is to purify beliefs through
the filter of the Quran. Therefore, we recommend that from now on, whatever we
hear from anyone in any attire (even in the guise of religion) or see anywhere, we
should pass it through the filter of the Quran, because on the Day of Judgment, we
can only present the Quran as only valid reference for our belief and faith, we cannot
say that we followed someone because a particular religious scholar said so.
Considering that false and superstitious Hadiths and narrations are increasing day by
day, the only reliable criterion for accepting authentic Hadiths is their conformity
with the monotheistic filter of the Glorious Quran. The Quran is the only book free
from distortion and error, serving as the ultimate guide for every truth-seeker.
Unfortunately, today we hear Hadiths that are even used to measure people's faith
and disbelief; many of these Hadiths contradict the Quran and should be eliminated
from human life. Pay attention to the following figure:
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In this section, we examine the danger of Shirk from the perspective of the Quran.
Pay close attention to the first verse:
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Say “Are you urging me to worship other than Allah, O ignorant ones?” It has already
been revealed to you and to those before you that if you associate others with Allah,
your deeds will certainly be void and you will truly be one of the losers. Rather,
worship Allah alone and be one of the gratefill.

In this verse, God addresses the Prophet of Islam, and despite the great respect He
has for Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), He warns him that if he commits
polytheism/Shirk, he will ruin all his deeds with his own hands. Today, many people
perform good deeds. They build schools, feed the poor, support charities, etc.
However, if their beliefs are not correct, none of their deeds will be accepted in the
divine court of Allah. In the Quran, the issue of belief is extremely serious. Pay close
attention to the following verses:
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O you who were given the Book! Believe in what We have revealed, confirming your
own Scriptures, before We wipe out faces, turning them backwards, or We condemn
the defiant as We did to the Sabbath-breakers. And Allah’s command is always
executed! Indeed, Allah does not forgive Polytheism/Shirk (associating partners with
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Him), but forgives anything else of whoever He wills. And whoever commits Shirk
with Allah has indeed committed a grave sin. Have you not seen those who falsely
elevate and praise themselves? It i1s Allah who praises whoever He wills. And none
will be wronged even by the width of the thread of a date stone.

Also:
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Indeed, We blessed Lugman with wisdom saying “Be grateful to Allah, for whoever
1s grateful is only for their own good. And whoever is ungratefill, then surely Allah
1s Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.” And when Lugman said to his son, while advising
him, “O my dear son! Never associate anything with Allah, for Shirk is truly the
worst of all wrongs.” And We have commanded people to honor their parents. Their
mothers bore them through hardship upon hardship, and their weaning takes two
years. So be gratetul to Me and your parents. To Me is the tinal return.

Also:
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When their messengers came to them with clear proofs, they were prideful in
whatever knowledge they had, and were ultimately overwhelmed by what they used
to ridicule. When they saw Our punishment, they cried “Now we believe in Allah
alone and reject what we had been associating with Him!” But their faith was of no
benefit to them when they saw Qur torment. This has always been Allah’s way of
dealing with His wicked servants. Then and there the disbelievers were 1n total loss.

In the previous verse, God states that when clear proof from the Quran is presented
to those who have gone astray in their religion, they claim to have deep knowledge
of faith and boast about having many followers. However, on the Day of Judgment,
these individuals will neither benefit themselves nor those they have misled. The
following verse emphasizes that one must not commit even the slightest act of
polytheism/Shirk towards the One God, not even to the extent of a pinhead:
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Indeed, those who persist in disbelief and hinder others fiom the Way of Allah and
from the Sacred Mosque (Masjidil haram, Mecca) which We have appointed for all
people, residents and visitors, along with whoever intends to deviate by doing wrong
in 1t, We will cause them to taste a painful punishment. And when We assigned to
Abraham the site of the House saying “Do not associate anything with Me (do not
commit Shirk) and purify My House for those who circle "the Ka’bah’, stand in
prayer, and bow and prostrate themselves. Call all people to the pilgrimage, They
will come to you on foot and on every lean camel fiom every distant path.

In the previous verses, we saw that we must not associate partners with God
(committing Shirk), not even to the extent of an atom. Those who knowingly or
unknowingly approach God with incorrect beliefs (polytheistic or blasphemous) are
considered guilty in His sight and will lose all the deeds they have performed in this
world. Pay close attention to the following verse:
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On the Day they will see the angels, there will be no good news for the wicked, who
will cry, “Keep away! Away from us!” Then We will turn to whatever good deeds
they did, reducing them to scattered dust, But on that Day the residents of Paradise
will have the best settlement and the finest place to rest.

Despite all these verses in the Glorious Quran (and many others that have not been
mentioned here) and all these warnings to all of humanity, are we not willing to
dedicate just a few hours of our entire lives to reflect on the main purpose in this
world and eternal life in the hereafter?
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Chapter 12: The Danger of Imitation
In this section, we examine the reasons most people in society give for blindly
imitating faith and belief. An important point to consider is how similar these
justifications are to those of past nations described in the Quran. Before delving into
a detailed examination, we once again emphasize that belief and faith are entirely
personal matters. No one should think about faith on behalf of others. Each individual
must seek certainty in these matters through logical reasoning, rational reflection,
and examination of the Quran, rather than blindly following their ancestors or society
leaders. In reality, imitating the beliefs of others holds no value for us, as on the Day
of Judgment, we cannot present the thoughts of others as the main source of reference
for our beliefs. Let's analyze this step by step together.
In many cases, when Quranic verses are presented to people today and they are
encouraged to take a step forward, to at least study the Quran and recognize the
falsehood of Dunellah (anything other than God), their only response is that they are
satisfied with what they have and will simply follow what the majority of society is
doing. As a Persian poem says, “If you do not want to be disgraced, blend in with
the congregation”. They are unaware that Prophet Abraham (PBUH) also grew up in
a similar society. He alone purified his belief from the polytheism and superstitions
of his time, proving the existence of God to himself through reason and
contemplation (through contemplation of the universal and cosmic signs and within
himself). In recognition of this, God appointed him as a prophet and presented him
in the Quran as a model of monotheism for all people. Certainly, those who remain
satisfied with the common superstitions of society will not be guided.
Fortunately, many people in our society today have noticed contradictions and raised
questions about religion. Many have realized that what is presented to them as
religion contains inconsistencies and issues (as the famous saying goes: something’s
off). The majority of our society, made up of wise individuals, understands that true
religion is not what is constantly promoted on radio, television, and from pulpits. The
version of religion being promoted only brings misery and depression to society. But
here lies the problem. Even though people understand that this is not the true religion,
they continue to follow it blindly and make no effort to seek pure faith for themselves.
Please read the following verse:
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Have you not seen that Allah has subjected for you whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth, and has lavished His favors upon you, both seen and unseen?
Still there are some who dispute about Allah without knowledge, or guidance, or an
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enlightening scripture. When it is said to them, “Follow what Allah has revealed”
they reply “No! We only follow what we found our forefathers practicing” Would
they still do so even if Satan is inviting them to the torment of the Blaze? Whoever
fully submits themselves to Allah and 1s a good-doer, they have certainly grasped the
firmest hand-hold. And with Allah rests the outcome of all aftairs.

Another common justification in our society is as follows. People say that we accept
Dunellah (anything other than Allah) is neither the Creator nor the Sustainer, and we
do not directly ask deceased saints, sheikhs, prophets, or imams for anything.
However, we believe that those who are close to God can serve as a means and cause
Him to answer our prayers. These people who are close to God are involved in
carrying out His commands, and their presence protects us from calamities, dangers,
and disasters. Based on this belief, we seek God's help through these intermediaries,
asking Him to grant our prayers. The only reason for this practice is the desire to
draw closer to God's court. Furthermore, these people continue to state that we know
these divine associates of God cannot fulfill our needs, but God fulfills our needs
through these favored intermediaries. Pay close attention to the following verse,
which presents the argument of the polytheists during the Prophet's time:
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Indeed, We have sent down the Book to you \n truth, so worship Allah alone, being
sincerely devoted to Him. Indeed, sincere and pure devotion is due only to Allah. As
for those who take other lords besides Him, saying “We worship them only so they
may bring us closer to Allah” surely Allah will judge between all regarding what
they diftered about. Allah certainly does not guide whoever persists in lying and
disbelief and infidelity. Had it been Allah’s Will to have oftspring, He could have
chosen whatever He willed of His creation. Glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One,
the Supreme.

This is the same argument people use today to justify using Dunellah as
intermediaries between themselves and Allah. Certainly, nowhere in the Quran has
God permitted the use of Dunellah as intermediaries, and this argument today (the
argument of using intermediaries for the sake of getting closer to God, which is not
a new argument) is just a lie attributed to God and spoken in His name. At the end
of the verse, it is also stated that God does not like the 'liars and infidels'. The verses
of the Quran are very clear and transparent, and any truth-seeking individual can
easily erase the superstitions and Shirk/polytheism from their life using the Quran’s
verses. God has repeatedly stated in the Quran 'Call upon Me, I will respond to you'
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(X —=iv) sef), and nowhere in the Quran does it say 'Call upon the prophet, I will
respond to you' (V.){J il ol 15251), nor 'Call upon the righteous, I will respond to you'
(X .zl it Ll 1peh). The situation in society is very dire. Imagine that Fred does you

a small favor, but instead of thanking Fred, you thank Ryan. Now consider how, in
our society, Allah the Almighty has bestowed countless blessings upon us, yet
instead of worshiping and asking from Him, people turn to Dunellah, seeking help
from others besides Him. Having said that, many people still say that we are very
sinful and cannot directly pray and ask from God. We definitely have to use one of
the pure and innocent humans or God’s close companions as an intermediary,
because otherwise, God will not pay attention to us and our prayers will not be
elevated. God Himself has responded to this claim. Pay close attention to the
following verse:
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Do they not know that Allah gives abundant or limited provisions to whoever He
wills? Surely in this are signs for people who believe. Say, O My servants who have
exceeded the limits [of sin] against their souls! Do not lose hope in Allah’s mercy,
for Allah certainly forgives all sins. He is indeed the All-Forgiving, Most Mercifill.
Turn to your Lord in repentance, and fully submit to Him before the punishment
reaches you, then you will not be helped. Follow the Quran, the best of what has been
revealed to you fiom your Lord, before the punishment takes you by surprise while
you are unaware.

In this verse, Allah has said, O My servants who have transgressed beyond limits and
even indulged excessively in sins (the worst possible state), the door of God's mercy
1s open to all His servants and there is no need for intermediaries and favoritism. The
Almighty God has declared that even if you are in the depths of misguidance and sin,
you should turn only to Him (:55 ] 155%). It is enough for you to sincerely decide to

correct your beliefs and abandon the superstitions that have taken root in your faith.
Many people are shaken by reading this booklet, as superstitions are deeply ingrained
in their thoughts. Younger individuals often find it easier to discard these
superstitions, but as people age, it becomes harder to cleanse these superstitions from
their faith, because older individuals have lived their entire lives with these
superstitions and love their superstitious beliefs as they would their children. A truly
brave person in this context is one who, when confronted with the truth of the Quran,
where even a single verse is sufficient proof, follows the example of Abraham and
sever the head of their nurtured superstitious thoughts at the command of God.
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Another issue that is noticeable in today's society is that many people assign Allah
with close associates and consider them as intercessors on the Day of Judgment.
When these people are asked why they rely on and are so attached to
Dunellah/Ghairellah (others besides God), why they seek healing and wishes through
them, and why they use others than God as intermediaries in their prayers, they
respond that we hope these close associates of God (Prophets, Imams, Sheikhs,
Martyrs, etc.) will intercede for us on the Day of Judgment, and advocate/support us
sinners before God. God's response to these people is as follows:
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Who does more wrong than those who fabricate lies against Allah or deny His
revelations? Indeed, the wicked will never succeed. They worship from Dunellah
(besides Allah) who can neither harm nor benefit them, and say ‘“These are our
intercessors with Allah.” Ask “Are you informing Allah of something He does not
know in the heavens or the earth? Gloritied and Exalted 1s He above what they
associate with Him!” Humanity was once nothing but a single community of
believers, but then they differed. Had it not been for a prior decree from your
Lord, their difterences would have been settled.

The verse states that Dunellah (non-Allah) can neither harm nor benefit humans and
that everything that reaches them comes from God alone. Allah explicitly mentions
in this verse and many others in the Holy Quran that He has not made such a covenant
with His servants, and this concept is not even hinted at in any of the heavenly
scriptures. Appointing an intercessor (Shafi’: ~is) before Judgment Day and in this

world, like many other beliefs mentioned, is a fabrication of people's minds. These
are individuals who, instead of reflecting on the Quran and examining their own
beliefs and faith, allow others (such as religious scholars) to think for them.
Unfortunately, they value the words of these individuals more than the words of
Allah Himself. Allah clearly states in this verse that intercession by Dunellah, as you
have imagined, does not exist. Are you attributing something to Allah that is not
mentioned anywhere in the Quran? Are you claiming something that Allah Himself
has not said? It is important to note that the Quran does not entirely reject the concept
of Shifa’ah (:s.iz), but it considers the way people appoint intercessors (s42) for

themselves as polytheism (this topic will be discussed in detail later). Pay attention
to the following verse:
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Say “I do not say to you that I possess Allah’s treasuries or know the unseen, nor do
I claim to be an angel. I only follow what is revealed to me.” Say “Are those blind
equal to those who can see? Will you not then reflect?” Warn with this Quran those
who are awed by the prospect of being gathered before their Lord, when they will
have no protector or intercessor besides Him, so perhaps they will be mindful of Him.
Do not dismiss those who invoke their Lord morning and evening, seeking His
pleasure. You are not accountable for them whatsoever, nor are they accountable for
you. So do not dismiss them, or you will be one of the wrongdoers.

The verse above was revealed as a warning to instill fear in the hearts of believers
and God-fearing people. Please read the following verse thoughtfully:

-

e 5 @ JFT G g B J6 pag e all 28 05 ) ol J6 5T G e i 2 A 2
L Ol G o e b3 sl Sl g 2T ot e Bl gl ek g B0
s S b 255 e 03 Suls WS sl Gk A5 (ar) S T e G o 2 A
(at) u)&pﬁrfuragy”&wcamagw@fsswjdm AL PR ET 1>

(93-95 — Al An’am ,l1) (20) 5558 A6 @ (._Q> A e el Q;, i e A 2 s oA 36 A

Who does more tyranny than the one who fabricates lies against Allah or claims “]
have received revelations!”, although nothing was revealed to them, or the one who
says “I can reveal the like of Allah’s revelations!” If you could only see the
wrongdoers in the throes of death while the angels are stretching out their hands
saying “Give up your souls! Today you will be rewarded with the torment of disgrace
for telling lies about Allah and for being arrogant towards His revelations!” Today
you have come back to Us all alone as We created you the first time, leaving behind
everything We have provided you with. We do not see your intercessors with you,
those you claimed were Allah’s partners. All your ties have been broken and all your
claims have let you down. Indeed, Allah is the One Who causes seeds and fruit stones
to sprout. He brings forth the living fiom the dead and the dead from the living. That
1s Allah! How can you then be deluded?

In this verse, the state of those at the time of death who, knowingly or unknowingly,
attribute statements to Allah that are not found in the Quran, our sole source of belief,
is described. These are people who blindly imitate and follow others in their religion.
When they are presented with the correct faith and beliefs based on the verses of the
Quran, they refuse to accept them, insisting that their practices are accepted by Allah
simply because their religious scholars do it. However, by reading the Quran, they
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will realize that the Quran speaks entirely against their beliefs. They continually say
Allah is "the Most Merciful," yet wherever the Quran discusses Allah's mercy, it also
states that He is "severe in punishment". Furthermore, the verse states that on the
Day of Judgment, every person will stand alone before Allah, and there will be no
pre-appointed intercessor/Shafi’ for anyone on that day. Pay attention to the
following verse:
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There is none in the heavens or the earth who will not return to the Most
Compassionate 1n full submission. Indeed, He fully knows them and has counted
them precisely. And each of them will return to Him on the Day of Judgment all
alone.

Our question to you: Consider the verse "’w»ixs 2615 135 46 — You alone we worship

and from You alone we seek help" that is recited routinely in the five daily prayers.
Does a Muslim, when praying and repeating these phrases, know what they are
saying? Are they speaking to Allah, their Creator, or just to the doors and walls
around them?
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Why then were they not helped by those they took as gods besides Allah,
hoping to get closer to Him? Instead, they failed them. That is their lies
and their fabrications.
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Chapter 13: Intercession and Supplication
In the previous section, we saw that intercession (Shifa'at <tz , ~42), as commonly

practiced in society, does not exist. In general, The Holy Quran does not reject the
concept of intercession or mediation entirely, but it does not accept it in the way it is
understood today. In our society, people often appoint Dunellah mediators for
themselves in advance. These mediators range from prophets and imams to the
descendants of imams, the deceased in graves, martyrs, saints, and even relatives
who have passed away. However, the Quran clearly states that mediation will only
be granted by Allah's permission to those He chooses on the Day of Resurrection. It
1s not something that can be predetermined in this world by human will or authority:
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O believers! Donate from what We have provided for you before the arrival of a Day
when there will be no bargaining, friendship, or intercession. Those who disbelieve
are the wrongdoers. Allah! There 1s no god except Him, the Ever-Living, All-
Sustaining. Neither drowsiness nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs whatever
1s 1n the heavens and whatever 1s on the earth. Who could possibly intercede with
Him without His permission? He fully knows what is ahead of them and what is
behind them, but no one can grasp any of His knowledge, except what He wills to
reveal His Seat encompasses the heavens and the earth, and the preservation of both
does not tire Him. For He is the Most High, the Greatest.

Pay attention to the figure below. True and correct intercession is only accepted on
the Day of Judgment with the permission of Allah Himself. However, if we appoint
righteous individuals as intercessors in this life before the Day of Judgment, we are
committing Shirk. Today, people have reversed these principles. Instead of focusing
on correcting their faith according to the teachings of the Quran, they believe that by
selecting intercessors for themselves before the Day of Judgment, they will be safe
from questioning. In fact, the Quran itself commands humans to use the means that
Allah has prescribed to draw closer to Him, but without committing Shirk. Humans
can seek closeness to Allah through prayer, following the teachings of the Quran,
and striving (Jihad) in His path:
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O believers! Be mindful of Allah and seek what brings you closer to Him and struggle
in His Way, so you may be successtul.

In the verse above, Allah Himself instructs humans to seek means such as striving
(Jihad) and other righteous actions to draw closer to Him, but without committing
shirk. The means that Allah has introduced (such as prayer, jihad, fasting, and
following the teachings of the Quran) bring people closer to Him. However, seeking
intervention and appointing intercessors in an attempt to draw closer to God actually
distances people from Him. This issue is clearly stated in the following verse:
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Say, invoke those you claim to be divine besides Him, they do not have the power to
undo harm from you or transfer it to someone else. Even the closest to Allah of those
invoked would be seeking a way to their Lord, hoping for His mercy, and fearing His
punishment. Indeed, your Lord’s torment 1s fearsome.

The next issue concerns people who seek healing from sources other than Allah
(Dunellah). You may have encountered individuals who say: '/t 1s true that the Quran
rejects seeking healing from Dunellah, but we have personally received healing fiom
Imams and deceased righteous individuals.' The response to such claims is as follows.
There are two voices here: one is the voice of Allah in the Quran, and the other is the
voice of those who claim to have received healing from these figures. The choice is
yours as to which one you accept. Pay close attention to the following verse:
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and Do not invoke and request from Dunellah (other than Allah), what can neither
benetfit nor harm you, for if you do then you will certainly be one of the wrongdoers.
and if Allah touches you with harm, none can undo it except Him. And if He intends
good for you, none can withhold His bounty. He grants it to whoever He wills of His
servants. And He is the All-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Say, O humanity! The truth
has surely come to you from your Lord. So whoever chooses to be guided, it is only
for their own good. And whoever chooses to stray, it is only to their own loss. And I
am not a keeper over you.

Secondly, those who believe they have received healing from sources other than
Allah should understand that in fact, this healing also comes from Him. In the Quran,
Allah has defined two paths for humans. One is the right and monotheistic path, while
the other is the wrong and polytheistic path. The Quran clearly states the ultimate
destinations of both: the monotheistic path leads to Paradise, while the polytheistic
path leads to Hell. Everyone chooses one of these two paths based on their free will,
and the responsibility lies solely with them. Allah does not force anyone to leave the
polytheistic path and follow the monotheistic path (humans have the freedom to
choose). In the Quran, it is stated that Allah assists all humans and Jinns, whether
they are on the monotheistic or polytheistic path. Every human even if they enter the
wrong path, still receives help from Allah. Pay attention to the following verse:
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Whoever desires this tleeting world alone, We hasten in it whatever We please to
whoever We will; then We destine them for Hell, where they will burn, condemned
and rejected. But whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it accordingly, and is
a believer, it is they whose striving will be appreciated. We provide both the former
and the latter from the support of your Lord. And the bounty of your Lord can never
be withheld.

If a person believes in their heart that a piece of wood, angels, humans, or anything
else can heal them, they may indeed receive healing. However, when Allah grants
help to such polytheistic individuals and fulfills their needs, He is actually allowing
them to sink deeper into their sins. It is Allah's way to assist all monotheists,
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polytheists, and disbelievers in their choices. In the end, what truly matters is which
group will be among the losers. See the following verse:
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Allah will throw their mockery back at them, and supports them to continue
wandering blindly in their defiance. They are the ones who trade guidance for
misguidance. But this trade is profitless, and they are not guided. Their example is
that of someone who kindles a fire, but when 1t lights up all around them, Allah takes
away their light, leaving them in complete darkness, unable to see. They are deaf,
dumb, and blind, so they will never return to the Right Path.

The verse above was revealed in the context of hypocrites, but it applies just as
accurately to polytheists and disbelievers. Is it correct to believe that all pains,
illnesses, and afflictions come from Allah, yet healing and recovery come from His
creatures, such as the Imams? When a person falls ill or faces hardship, it is by
Allah’s will, and their healing and relief are also by His will, not by the will of His
creatures, whether prophets, righteous individuals, or others. Certainly, both
suffering and healing come solely from Allah. In times of hardship, we should place
our trust in Him alone. Just as dominion, creation, the sustenance of His servants,

and the entire universe are under His power, so too are illness and healing controlled
by Him:
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And whoever Allah guides none can lead astray, isn’t Allah Almighty, not capable
of punishment? If you ask them who created the heavens and the earth, they will
certainly say Allah! Ask them consider then whatever anything you invoke and call
upon besides Allah (Dunellah), if it was Allah’s will to harm me, could they undo
that harm? Or if He willed mercy for me, could they withhold His mercy? Say Allah

1s sufticient for me. In Him alone the faithful put their trust. Say O my people! Persist
in your ways, for I too will persist in mine. You will soon come to know.

Some people argue that since Prophet Jesus (PBUH) healed various illnesses, it is
possible to seek healing from the deceased. However, they overlook two important
facts. First, Prophet Jesus was alive when he performed those healings. Second, his
ability to heal was a miracle granted by Allah. Is Prophet Jesus alive today to perform
miracles and heal the sick? The key point about the miracles of the prophets is that
they always occurred with Allah's permission and only during their lifetimes. For
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example, the healings performed by Prophet Jesus, the restoration of sight through
Prophet Joseph's shirt, and other similar events were all miraculous acts granted by
Allah during their time on earth.

The concepts discussed in this book are not new; they have existed since the
revelation of the Quran. Unfortunately, due to the neglect of the Quran and the
tendency of people to follow blindly rather than think critically, some may question
where these ideas come from. Has a new religion emerged? Why has no one
explained these concepts to us before? What have religious scholars been doing all
this time? (An hour of contemplation is better than a thousand years of blind worship).
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O believers! Indeed, many rabbis, priests and monks consume people’s

wealth wrongtully and hinder from the Way of Allah. Give good news of
a painful torment to those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it
in Allah’s cause.
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Chapter 14: The Powerless Dead

In this section, we address several questions that may arise after reviewing the verses
mentioned in the previous chapters. In the previous sections, it was stated that Allah,
in the Quran, commands humans to dedicate matters such as worship, healing, prayer,
praise, and seeking help exclusively to Him, the One and Only God. Worshiping or
praying to the deceased, prophets, Imams, martyrs, saints, or any individual who is
no longer in this world is considered polytheism (Shirk). Likewise, worshiping or
praying to angels, Jinn, Satan, or any cosmic beings is also considered polytheism,
as all these fall under the category of Dunellah, meaning anything besides Allah.
Some may ask why the companions of the Prophet would come to him and request
his prayers during his lifetime. The key point to understand is that asking for help in
worldly matters from living individuals that are still alive is not considered
polytheism. By a living individual, we mean someone whose physical presence
remains in this world and whose death has not yet occurred. Pay attention that the
Quran also mentions the martyrs as alive (living), but what we exactly mean by alive
is a person whose death has not yet occurred, because the martyrs are alive with their
Lord in a peaceful place, but not with us and they do not have a physical presence in
this world.

For example, if Farhad asks his friend Reza, who is alive and physically present in
this world, to lend him some money, there is no issue with this request since it is
made to a living person. During the time of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), many
companions approached him and asked him to pray for them. The Prophet would
then pray to God on their behalf because he was alive and physically present. It is
important to note that the Prophet always directed his prayers to Allah. For example,
if someone asked him to pray for the healing of their child, he never claimed to be
the healer himself. Instead, he would say that he too prays to Allah for their healing,
along with them. However, after the death of the Prophet, not a single companion or
follower ever prayed to his soul, as doing so would be considered polytheism (Shirk).
Unfortunately, today the primary purpose for which the Prophet was sent has been
forgotten. People have once again reverted to blindly following the practices of the
Age of Ignorance without reflection. The issue of polytheism/Shirk exists in all
religions, from Buddhism to Judaism, Christianity, Islam, etc; all are in some way
entangled in this dangerous problem. In Islam, due to God's promise and pledge to
preserve the Quran from tampering, shirk is less apparent. However, within the
Muslim world, polytheism is more noticeable in societies where people have
neglected the Quran and instead turned to superstitions, fabricated Hadith, and man-
made Dua and prayers that contradict its teachings.

Unfortunately, Shirk is more widespread in countries with Shia or Sufi faiths i

Csai 4 axs compared to other Muslim nations. This is because, in addition to

neglecting the Quran, people have surrendered their faith and beliefs to profit-
seeking Shia scholars who act against Allah. Sadly, many follow them blindly.
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Another issue that raises many questions is the nature of sleep and dreams. We may
have encountered people who say, 'We have seen dreams of relatives, family
members, and righteous individuals who came to us and spoke.' If, according to the
Quran, the realm of spirits and souls is separate from this world, how can we explain
this? Before answering this question, reflect on the following verse, along with verse
100 of Surah Al-Mu’minun, which was mentioned earlier:
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1t 1s Allah Who calls back the souls of people upon their death as well as the souls of
the living during their sleep. Then He keeps those for whom He has ordained death,

and releases the others until their appointed time. Surely in this are signs for people
who think. Or have they taken others besides Allah as intercessors? Say, would they
do so even though those have neither authority nor intelligence? Say, All intercession

belongs to Allah alone. To Him belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth.

Then to Him you will all be returned.

In response to the question posed by these individuals, it is important to acknowledge
that dreams and visions do exist and are among the signs of the Lord. However,
dreams hold no conclusive authority over humans. This means that no matter what a
person sees in a dream, they should not use it as a basis for altering their beliefs and
faith. Pay close attention to the following verse:

B Jo W OoSG W 5, d5 5,500 LS (1) S ot 15 Gl 23 S 15 2 Gl 280 6 g
Sd) (111) Vgt B 55 By Koy sl 851 ) I 6 deke s SO (V1 0) WSS e 08 i Ak i5s
(164-166 —An Nisa’
There are messengers whose stories We have told you already and others We have
not, and to Moses Allah spoke directly. All were messengers delivering good news
and warnings so humanity should have no excusing areument before Allah after the
messengers, And Allah i1s Almighty, All-Wise. Yet Allah bears witness to what He

has sent down to you, He has sent it with His knowledge, and The angels too bear
witness, and Allah alone is sufticient as a Witness.

In the previous verse, the Lord made it clear that after sending His prophets, people
no longer have any argument or excuse. In matters of faith and practice, there are no
deficiencies that require explanation through dreams and visions. It is true that some
divine prophets, such as Prophet Joseph (PBUH), had the ability to interpret dreams
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as part of their prophethood and miracles. However, in our era, where the Quran is
the final heavenly revelation and Muhammad (PBUH) is the last prophet for all of
humanity, as stated in the mentioned verse, Allah's argument and proof for mankind
is complete until the Day of Judgment. No human can use dreams as a criterion for
their faith and belief. From now on, we should approach the dreams we see with
clarity and discernment. According to the Quranic filter, if a dream encourages an
increase in faith, belief, and righteous deeds, we consider it a good dream. However,
if a dream does not align with the Quranic filter, we should disregard it, easily forget
it, and place our trust solely in the One God.

In addition to Quranic reasoning, we also present some intellectual and rational
arguments. Before entering this world (before birth) and after leaving it (after death),
humans exist within the bounds of predetermination and predestination. It is only in
this world that they are granted free will. No human being is born by their own will,
nor do they leave this world by their own choice. It is God who controls both birth
and death:

B g s s g5 6058 120 51 (49) 352D s L g by s e G BIE 39 oglazl L &

(49-50 — Ash Shura ,2) (50) 38
To Allah alone belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He creates
whatever He wills. He blesses whoever He wills with daughters, and blesses whoever

He wills with sons, or grants both, sons and daughters, and leaves whoever He wills
infertile. He 1s indeed All-Knowing, Most Capable.

Please think about this: While our souls reside within our bodies and are within the
realm of free will, we cannot force our souls to enter someone else's dream. After
death, and even during sleep when the soul is taken by Allah, it enters the realm of
predestination and predetermination (where free will is stripped from humans).
Furthermore, no one dreams by their own choice, nor do they wake up from a dream
at will. Some dreams arise from a person's own thoughts and desires, while others
occur by the will of the Almighty Allah for that individual. Considering the points
discussed in the previous sections and this lesson, if you were to dream of a righteous
person appearing and inviting you to seek a request from him or ask for his help,
what would you do?

After presenting numerous examples of Shirk in the Quran, many individuals refine
their beliefs and embrace the purity of monotheism in their lives. On the other hand,
some people are not guided by Allah and remain content with the prevalent
superstitions and polytheistic beliefs in their lives. When these individuals witness
others who have been blessed with God's guidance, they react with resentment and
anger. Out of pride, cruelty, and materialism, they seek to involve all people, both
believers and non-believers, in their shirk and polytheistic beliefs. They actively
promote polytheistic superstitions and encourage others to follow them. When they
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are told that God has commanded in the Quran to eliminate all intermediaries
between the Creator and His creation, and that every individual should turn directly
to their Lord, they respond with flawed reasoning. They argue, saying, 'Even in an
organization, one must first meet the Vice-President or Deputy before meeting the
President.' They are fully aware that the world created by God is not an organization
or a bureaucratic system, and that political games hold no meaning in His divine
order. Yet, they attempt to challenge God's verses with weak and childish arguments.
Pay close attention to the following verses:

i ez °£°'/‘/ To- & é q f.°; & 20 < g T e o No (B NI P Pr 2 o0 4% PR N P A ST
Osalad Y 5ily ag A O JEY) & It a5 D8 (vr) Opakeing Vs B2 25¥ et 5e ) 2 SUEY U 81 05b 2 D5l

B e (Vo) bytlis Y a¥BT o & b g ok s e A B 58 Les B 05 gt B s Y Sl SE o (V)

AN J£) (v7) it S S 55 J3a0 2 20 52 it e i ol Y Adam N e 0 ks o e Sk Y ST GRS il s

(73-76 —Nahl

Yet they worship from Dunellah (besides Allah) those who do not afford them any
provision from the heavens and the earth, nor do they have the power to. So do not
bring examples to Allah, for Allah certainly knows and you do not know. Allah sets
forth a parable: a slave who lacks all means, compared fo a free man to whom We
granted a good provision, of which he donates openly and secretly. Are they equal?
Praise be to Allah. In fact, most of them do not know. And Allah sets forth a parable
of two men, one of them 1s dumb, incapable of anything. He is a burden on his master.
Wherever he 1s sent, he brings no good. Can such a person be equal to the one who
commands justice and is on the Straight Path?

At the beginning of the verse, God once again prohibits people from worshiping
Dunellah and affirms that they have no power to do anything. In the following verse,
God reveals that many people are displeased when attention is diverted away from
Dunellah, so they attempt to justify their actions by offering examples. God explicitly
declares in the Quran that no one should bring examples to Him in matters of religion,
nor should they justify their polytheistic acts through false analogies and
inappropriate comparisons. God alone knows the reality of religion, while humans
do not. Their duty is only to obey His command. Furthermore, it is not for humans
to determine the path for God by drawing analogies. Rather, it is God who defines
the path for them/us. After issuing a warning to the polytheists whose Shirk is
disrupted by 7Towhid, God repeatedly provides two examples in the following verses.
He compares sinful individuals who attempt to mislead their followers through false
allegories and belittlement with those whom He has favored and guided. Indeed it is
only God’s right to define the path for humans. Some individuals may think that we
do not call and invoke Dunellah as God but request from them and invoke them
alongside God (with God together/beside God), and in doing so creates no problem.
It is not clear by which source and with what justification these individuals easily
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validate their actions. Alongside reviewing the contents of Chapter 10 again, read the
following verse:
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as a test for them, and whoever turns away from the remembrance of their Lord will
be admitted by Him into an overwhelming punishment. The places of worship are
only for Allah, so do not invoke anyone with Him (beside him). Yet when the servant
of Allah stood up calling upon Him alone, the pagans almost swarmed over him.
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There 1s no god except Him. He alone gives life and causes death. He is
your Lord, and the Lord of your forefathers.

62



Chapter 15: Polytheism in Vows and Sacrifices

To remind and confirm the previous lessons, let’s discuss another verse:
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The thunder glorifies His praises, as do the angels in awe of Him. He sends
thunderbolts, striking with them whoever He wills. Yet they dispute about Allah.
And He 1s tremendous in might. Calling upon Him alone is the truth. But those the
pagans invoke besides Him never respond to them in any way. Just like someone
who stretches out their hands to water, to reach their mouths, but i1t can never do so.
The calls of the disbelievers are only in vain. To Allah alone bow down in
submission all those in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, as do their
shadows, morning and evening.

In the previous sections, we learned that worship, prayer, supplication (calling upon,
requesting, and invoking), healing, and other acts are exclusive to Allah alone. If a
person assigns any of these acts to anyone other than God, they commit
polytheism/Shirk, a sin that will not be forgiven in the hereafter. In this section, we
will mention a few more cases that, if attributed to Dunellah, are considered
polytheism. Unfortunately, these practices are widespread in our _society. We have
not provided a detailed explanation of each case because those who sincerely seek
the truth with an open heart can now analyze these matters on their own. The first
case 1s that offering sacrifices is an act of worship, and performing it for Dunellah is
regarded as Shirk. In the Noble Quran, God commands humans to offer sacrifices
solely for Him:
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Indeed, O Prophet We have granted you abundant goodness. So pray and sacrifice to
your Lord alone. Only the one who hates you is truly cut off from any goodness.

In the Holy Quran, God has commanded humans to perform 7awaf
(circumambulation) only around His sacred house (the Kaaba in Mecca).

Circumambulating any other place (such as temples, shrines, graves, or tombs) is
considered Shirk:
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so they may obtain the benefits for them, and pronounce the Name of Allah on
appointed days over the sacrificial animals He has provided for them. So eat from
their meat and feed the desperately poor. Then let them groom themselves, fulfill
their vows, and circle the Ancient House (Tawaf of Kaaba). That is so, and whoever
honors the rituals of Allah, it is best for them in the sight of their Lord. The meat of

cattle has been made lawful for you, except what has been recited to you. So shun
the impurity of 1dolatry, and shun words of falsehood.

According to God's command, anyone who accepts the Quran but rejects the Prophet
(making a distinction between Allah and His messengers), or someone who
selectively accepts certain verses of the Quran, or someone who believes that the
Quran has been altered or tampered with (i.e., accepting some verses while rejecting
others) is considered a disbeliever/Kafir:
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Surely those who deny Allah and His messengers and wish to make a distinction
between Allah and His messengers, saying We believe in some and disbelieve in
others, desiring to forge a compromise, they are indeed the true disbelievers. And
We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliatine punishment. As for those who
believe in Allah and His messengers, accepting all and rejecting none, He will surely
give them their rewards. And Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

The next issue concerns food that is prepared in the name of Dunellah or with the
intention of seeking blessings or help from Dunellah. God has bestowed great honor
upon believers and, in the Quran, has urged them to recognize their own value. A
true believer is pure and should consume only what is pure. According to the Quran’s
command, no true believer should eat food that has been prepared in the name of
Dunellah (Nazr or offering for Dunellah), instead of the pure and blessed name of
Allah. Please reflect on the following verses:
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So eat only of what is slaughtered/prepared in Allah’s Name if you truly believe in
His revelations. Why should you not eat of what 1s slaughtered/prepared in Allah’s
Name when He has already explained to you what He has forbidden to you, except
when compelled by necessity? Many deviants certainly mislead others by their
whims out of ignorance. Surely your Lord knows the transgressors best. Shun all sin,
open and secret. Indeed, those who commit sin will be punished for what they earn.
Do not eat of what is not slaughtered/prepared in Allah’s Name. For that would
certainly be disobedience. Surely the devils whisper to their associates to argue with
you. If you were to obey them, then youtoo would be polytheists.

In this verse, God warns believers that if they consume any animal sacrificed in the
name of Dunellah (without saying 'In the name of Allah' at the time of its sacrifice),
they will fall into the realm of polytheism. Throughout the year, in some countries,
there are specific occasions when people prepare offerings not for God, but in the
name of someone else (such as Imams or righteous individuals). During these events,
offerings may include food, money, sacrifices, and other items dedicated to these
figures. In such cases, it is necessary to abstain from consuming these forbidden
foods. It is true that elaborate feasts are often prepared on these occasions, but it is
far better to eat a small piece of Halal bread than to partake in thousands of feasts
filled with Haram (forbidden) food. It should be noted that we may not always be
aware of the intentions behind these offerings, and it is even possible that someone
among them has made a vow to God. However, since these vows are often made
during specific periods where the overall focus and intention of the people are
directed toward Dunellah, it is necessary to exercise caution and refrain from
consuming these foods. If someone genuinely intends to fulfill a vow to God, they
can do so at other times of the year.
In the previous sections, the main reasons for people rejecting the commandments of
Allah were explained. The deeper polytheism infiltrates a person’s faith and actions,
the harder it becomes to purify. Success on this path is granted to those who fully
entrust themselves to God and seek guidance solely from Him. It comes to those who
do not fear God's commands and do not think that following these commands will
cause them to lose anything valuable. It also comes to those who value their thoughts
and do not surrender their thinking to others (or let others think for them). If
individuals continue to argue even after considering all these reasons, there is only
one answer that can be given to them:
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As for those who dispute about Allah out of stubbornness after His arguments are
already acknowledged, their argument 1s futile in the sight of their Lord. Upon them
1s wrath, and they will suffer a severe punishment.

Almighty God has stated in the Quran that the entire course of human life should be
directed towards him:

4 //0“’/" w2 o5 /f/- - ‘? u/'“' o 8 x> z & 2 - 1w - AT
Gl 5 385 Uy S255 3De O) 2B (1n) sl e 00 s it e 1B s e B ) 5 i S 26

(161-163 — Al An’am sle) (13) Gkl J8 65 50 s aLz v (V1Y)

Say, Surely my Lord has guided me to the Straight Path, a perfect way, the faith of
Abraham the upright, who was not one of the polytheists. Say, Surely my prayer, my
sacrifice, my life, and my death are all for Allah, Lord of all worlds. He has no partner.
So I am commanded and so I am the first to submit.

In Islam, only Allah is worshipped, and there is no intermediary between Him and
His servants in worship. Pay attention to the following figure. Even the Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) himself used acts of worship to seek the satisfaction of God.
Today, instead of relying on his intercession and seeking intercession through the
Prophet's soul, we should consider him a role model and follow his ways

Allah Almighty

Prayer, jihad, fasting, Prayer, jihad, fasting,
zakat, etc. to get closer zakat, etc. to get closer
to Allah to Allah

Prophet <« Humans

Human's mistake: Instead of doing
righteous deeds to get closer to Allah, they
use the Prophet as a mediator
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Indeed, We created humankind and know what their souls whisper to
them, and We are closer to them than their jugular vein.
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Chapter 16: Polytheism in Mourning
In this section, we discuss some common superstitions in society. In the previous
sections, it was mentioned that God has defined salvation on the Day of Judgment
based on faith and righteous deeds (Iman, amal salih) (;\» 1= 5 o) and for each of

these two, their criteria are stated in the Quran. The criteria and pillars of faith
according to the Quran are: believing in Allah without associating partners with Him,
believing in angels without exaggeration about them, believing in the heavenly
scriptures with the Quran as the final revelation, believing in all divine prophets with
Muhammad (PBUH) as the last prophet, and believing in the Day of Judgment,
Paradise, and Hell. It was also mentioned that the primary criterion for righteous
deeds is the satisfaction of Allah and to learn the outward or apparent methods of
doing deeds. According to the Quran's command, we should consider our prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) as our role model and example. Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
was sent as a messenger to free humans from the chains of worshiping other
servants/humans and guide them towards worshiping Allah alone. Reminder:
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And whoever deties the Messenger after guidance has become clear to them and
follows a path other than that of the believers, We will let them pursue what they
have chosen, then burn them in Hell, what an evil end!

In the above verse, important recommendations have been given to all Muslims. The
first recommendation is that any religious act performed in a way different from the
Prophet's method will not be accepted. For example, someone who intentionally
prays Maghrib (Twilight prayer time) with 2 Rak'at units (:-5)) instead of 3 Rak'at

units, their prayer would contradict the way the Prophet prayed, and it would not be
accepted by God. Every Muslim is obligated to compare their religious acts in terms
of correctness and accuracy with the acts of the Prophet. If their action exactly
matches the Prophet's, it is considered a righteous act and should be performed. The
second recommendation for all Muslims is that after the Prophet (who is no longer
among us), they should compare their deeds with those of the majority of believers.
To determine the correctness and accuracy of their actions, they should follow the
path and practice of the majority of Muslim believers. However, it is essential to first
purify one's deeds through the filter of the Quran. Only after ensuring that their
actions align with Quranic teachings should a person look to the majority of believers
for guidance in learning the practical aspects of their deeds. The majority of believers
are those whose faith encompasses the five pillars that were mentioned and do not
have any Shirk in their beliefs. It is obvious that if someone has polytheistic beliefs
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in their faith, their deeds cannot be followed in any way. When following righteous
individuals, it is essential that they uphold and advocate for monotheistic beliefs and
do not oppose those beliefs in any way. Given the discussed concepts, several
examples of common superstitions in society are presented below. All these
superstitions have emerged because people have failed to compare their religious
acts with the Prophet’s and have instead accepted the words of others regarding how
to perform their deeds.

The first superstition that is widespread in our society is mourning. The majority of
Shia society, on specific days of the year, such as the month of Muharram or Safar,
dress in black and mourn publicly in the streets. Practices such as self-beating, self-
flagellation, self-whipping, and inflicting pain and injuries on oneself with chains,
hands, machetes, and by beating the chest and head originate from the era of
ignorance (+ls>) and were practices of polytheists and idol worshipers. After the start

of Islam these practices were abandoned, only to unfortunately resurface in later
periods. Self-flagellation exists in other religions like Christianity as well. Some
deviant sects in Christianity believe that by whipping and self-flagellating, they can
experience the suffering of Jesus (PBUH) in their minds, and their sins will be
forgiven.

In some countries, many fabricated hadiths and narrations have been created, such
as the claim that "anyone who sheds a single tear on the Day of Ashura will have all
their sins forgiven". Have you ever wondered where these hadiths originate? Do you
truly think that a person who commits various sins throughout the year and then cries,
self-flagellates, and mourns on the Day of Ashura can cleanse their sins through these
actions? Indeed, this is a false belief. Nowhere in the Quran does Allah Almighty
mention that mourning is counted among righteous deeds or grants rewards. None of
the righteous deeds except for sincere repentance maintained until death can instantly
erase a person's sins. There is not a single verse in the Quran about the benefit of
mourning. Instead, we have blindly surrendered control over both our present lives
and our afterlife to deceptive individuals dressed in religious attire, following their
commands without reflection of our actions. We are so convinced of the correctness
of our actions and beliefs that we do not even doubt or question them. The rituals we
perform regularly have been adorned and embellished in our minds to the extent that
we believe we are performing the best deeds in the world. Pay close attention to the
following verse:
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And the people of Ad and Thamiid met a similar fate, which must be clear to you
from their ruins. Satan made their evil deeds appealing to them, hindering them from
the Right Way, although they were capable of reasoning.
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Any nation whose misdeeds have been adorned before their eyes will not be easily
guided, as prejudice and dogmatism have frozen their reasoning. They firmly believe
that they are performing the best actions with absolute certainty. Have we ever
thought whether the Prophet of Islam (PBUH) who was the exemplar of righteous
deeds, ever mourned during his lifetime? For example, Hamza who is called the
Master of Martyrs, who was martyred in the Battle of Uhud and was among the
dearest people to the Prophet; did the Prophet mourn and self-flagellate after his
martyrdom? The Prophet, his family, his companions, and their followers never
engaged in lamentation (singing gloomy recitals for the dead), chest-beating, or self-
flagellation, not even during the funerals of their loved ones, let alone years after
their passing and martyrdom.

The Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) is introduced by the command of Allah Almighty
as the role model for righteous deeds. Are the actions we perform today in society
truly the deeds that the Prophet practiced or commanded? Unfortunately, in some
countries in recent years, mourning ceremonies have become more elaborate and
prosperous. Eulogists, chanters, and lamentation reciters have not held back from
inventing new religious acts, Shirk, or superstitions. Imam Hussein (PBUH) advised
his sister Zainab, saying “O dear sister, | have taken an oath from you. Be faithful to
my oath. When I am killed, do not tear your clothes, scratch your face, nor wail for
me”. Allah describes the condition of those who encounter afflictions and sorrows in
the following verse:
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Those who say, when struck by a disaster, “Surely to Allah we belong and to Him
we will all return”, They are the ones who will receive Allah’s blessings and mercy,
and 1t is they who are guided.

Certainly, no prophet in history ever held mourning ceremonies for the prophets
before them. This is not only because mourning is not among righteous deeds, but
also because it was a practice of the Mushriks (Mushrikin: those who associate
partners with God) and idol worshipers, which Islam prohibited. Mourning today
only serves to fill the pockets of misguided and insatiable leaders who exploit
people's emotions for financial gain. Those who not only condemn themselves to
Hell through their acts of Shirk, but also lead those who blindly follow them into
eternal torment of Hell. People who cling to mourning are deceiving themselves,
since eternal happiness in the hereafter requires enduring the hardship of
worshipping Allah sincerely in this world. However, such individuals believe that
instead of a lifetime of devotion in worshiping their Creator, they can attain salvation
simply by shedding tears or engaging in self-flagellation for other creatures. We hope
that in our righteous deeds, we take only the Prophet of Islam as our role model. And
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when following the path of other believers, we must ensure that our actions and
beliefs pass through the filter of the Quran.

Another superstition that is strongly prevalent in society is divination (Istikhara) and
fortune-telling. This was a common practice during the era of ignorance, and Islam
strictly prohibits it. Unfortunately, since the Safavid period in Iran, this misguided
act has resurfaced among the people. Today, many rely on divination and fortune-
telling for important matters such as their children’s marriages, traveling,
investments, and major decision-making instead of seeking advice, consultation, and
using reason. Divination is one form of Shirk/polytheism that the Quran refers to as
Azlam (s¥)1). Azlam were wooden arrows used by the Arab polytheists during the era

of ignorance (before Islam) for decision-making (compare this situation to the
current society). Some of these arrows had the words (My Lord commanded) written
on them while others had (My Lord forbade) and some arrows had no inscriptions.
They would put these arrows in a container and during decision-making, randomly
draw one arrow and act according to the inscription on it. If they drew an arrow with
no inscription, they would repeat the process. Now compare this situation to today’s
society. Some people, despite being civilized and educated, practice divination by
randomly opening the Quran when faced with important decisions. If the page they
open contains something positive, they proceed with their action; if it contains
something negative, they abandon it (non-Islamic /stikharah, & has no basis in Islam).
Aside from the Quran, people also resort to divination using prayer beads, Hafiz
poems, playing cards, fortune-telling magazines, zodiac signs, and other
superstitions. Is this the same human being whom God has appointed as His
vicegerent (representative on Earth) and commanded to think and reason in all
matters? Has God ever guaranteed in the Quran that decisions made through
divination will be better than those made through careful thoughts and reasoning?
God has always emphasized, in all religions, that reason is the sole condition for
salvation, both in this world and in the Hereafter.
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Indeed, the worst of all beings in the sight of Allah are the willfully deaf and dumb,
who do not understand.

In more than one hundred verses of the Holy Quran, God invites humanity to reason
and reflect on all matters of life. Yet, there are always those who go astray, valuing
blind imitation over thoughtful contemplation. In the Quran, God describes
divination (Azlam) as one of Satan’s actions:
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O believers! Intoxicants, gambling, 1dols, and drawing arrows for decisions are all
evil of Satan’s handiwork. So shun them so you may reach salvation.

Finally, God has also provided a solution for individuals who face complex and
challenging situations in their lives and may lack the knowledge or full understanding
of circumstances, making it difficult for them to make sound decisions. That solution
1s seeking advice and consultation:
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And those who respond to their Lord, establish prayer, conduct their afiairs by
mutual consultation, and donate from what We have provided for them,

When making decisions, we should first place our trust in Allah Almighty. Then,
using wisdom, thoughtful reflection, and consulting with knowledgeable individuals,
we make our decision. Finally, we place our trust in Allah once again.

(118 — Al Mu'minun s ) Gl §1 45 Sil5 3235 3 o5 5y

Say, My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for You are the best of those who
show mercy.
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Chapter 17: The Knowledge of the Unseen

Previously, we began discussing superstitions, and we continue this conversation in
this section. In various religions, both divine ones like Christianity and non-divine
ones like Buddhism, there has always been a superstition that has misled many
people throughout history. After the emergence of Islam, God purified believers from
this false belief. However, today we see the revival of this pre-Islamic superstition
from the era of ignorance, a belief that is among the most destructive to faith. This
superstition revolves around the idea that Dunellah entities (anything besides Allah),
have influence over human life. It manifests in different ways across different
countries. Now, we will explain this with some examples. In many countries around
the world, people believe that stars and constellations have the power to influence
human lives and bring either good or bad fortune. The entire universe, including the
stars, is created by God. According to the Quran, only God has the power to bring
benefit or harm to His servants. It is entirely incorrect for anyone to believe that
through the movement of stars and constellations, the future can be predicted. This
belief implies that these celestial bodies have the ability to change and alter the
course of events in the world and possess unseen knowledge. We have all come
across magazines with sections titled 'Horoscopes' or 'Your Future' which claim to
predict the future based on celestial signs (yellow pages that tell the future according
to the constellations). Certainly, none of us have ever truly believed that the contents
of these pages are accurate. Yet, regrettably, there are still individuals who place
faith in these claims. These individuals believe that stars and constellations, as well
as the position of the sun and moon, have a significant impact on their lives. They
assume that these creations can influence them in a positive or negative way.
Superstitions manifest differently across various religions and cultures. In some parts
of the world, people believe that certain objects (such as crosses, horseshoes, the Star
of David, blue Evil-eye charms, Nazar, Four leaf clover, Hamsa, Dream catcher,
Number 7, and rabbit foot) possess magical powers and bring blessings or fortune to
those who carry them. Consequently, people in these regions use these objects as
amulets, decorations, or worn as necklaces and bracelets. The Quran's perspective on
this matter is as follows:
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Whoever is spared the torment of that Day will have certainly been shown Allah’s
mercy and that is the absolute triumph. It Allah touches you with harm, none can
undo 1t except Him, and if He touches you with a blessing also; He is Most Capable
of everything. He reigns supreme over His creation. And He is the All-Wise, All-
Aware.
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In our society, these superstitions have taken on a different form. In some of our
countries, practices such as coffee cup reading, divination using bones, pieces of
wood, or seeds, summoning spirits, geomancy charms, and magic are widely
prevalent. Seeking blessings at the shrines of the deceased (prophets, saints, imams,
and righteous individuals), as well as seeking blessings through fabrics, paper, pages
of the Quran, and religious prayer papers, is also common. Tying knots, locks, or
papers on trees, bridges, and graves for blessings, relying on amulets such as
necklaces and bracelets, along with many other similar practices, continue to be
widespread. All these practices are considered false and fall under the category of
Shirk. Divination and fortune-telling involve predicting an individual's future and
disclosing hidden and unseen matters; while geomancy and magic, imply that
someone believes a hidden power apart from the will of God, would bring people
fortune or harm. According to the Quran, only Allah is all-knowing when it comes
to the unseen world and the natural world, and in Islam practices like divination,
geomancy, and magic are entirely false.
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With Him are the keys of the unseen, no one knows them except Him. And He knows
what is in the land and sea, not even a leaf falls without His knowledge, nor a grain
in the darkness of the earth or anything, green or dry, but is in a perfect Record. He
1s the One Who calls back your souls by night and knows what you do by day, then
revives you daily to complete your appointed term. To Him is your return, then He
will inform you of what you used to do.

Furthermore, in addition to God’s complete knowledge of all events and occurrences
in both the material and unseen worlds, only He can inform humans about their
actions, whether visible or hidden. The practice of summoning spirits is also entirely
rejected in the Quran. According to the Quran, the souls of individuals after death
reside in the presence of Allah in the abode of peace -Dar Assalam- (Verse 23 of
Surah Al-Mu’minun os.3l), and their connection with this world is completely

severed (However, the entry of Jinn into the natural world is possible, and individuals
who claim to communicate with spirits may have unknowingly established contact
with Jinn). Moreover, seeking blessings, tying knots and locks, seeking support and
help from Dunellah, or appealing to any entity besides Allah are all forms of Shirk.
The Quran makes it abundantly clear that every good and evil that befalls a person
comes solely from Allah and is a result of human actions. The Quran is the word of
God and leads to salvation only when its teachings are followed.
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Another significant issue prevalent in our society is the practice of cursing and
condemning past individuals. Cursing means wishing for God's mercy and
forgiveness to be cut off from someone. It is like a double-edged sword. If the person
being cursed truly deserves condemnation (such as Satan), then the curse will
certainly reach them. However, if the target of the curse does not deserve it (for
example they have repented), then the curse will return to the one who uttered it. For
this reason, individuals are strongly advised to refrain from cursing and condemning
past individuals. Because Firstly, the opportunity for repentance remains open to all
people until the moment of death, and no one can know whether another person has
repented. Secondly, on the Day of Judgment, no one will be questioned about the
deeds of those who lived before them:
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That was a nation that had already gone before. For them is what they earned and for
you is what you have earned. And you will not be accountable for what they have
done.

During the era of ignorance before Islam, when idol worship was common,
individuals took pride in their idols and named their children Abdul-Hubal and
Abdul-Manat (Hubal and Manat were idols of previously deceased people, and
Abdul means 'servant of'). Unfortunately, this practice still exists today. However,
instead of expressing servitude to idols, it is done for people such as Abdul-Hussein,
Ghulam-Reza, Ghulam-Hussein, etc. (Ghulam and Abdul mean 'slave of' or 'servant
of"). None of the prophets or imams ever chose these names for their children. The
most beautiful names in the eyes of God are Abdullah and Abdur-Rahman because
all of us are servants of God Almighty, not the servants of any created being.
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Inform My servants that I am truly the All-Forgiving, Most Mercifiill, and that My
torment 1s indeed the most painful.
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He is the Knower of the unseen, disclosing none of it to anyone, except

messengers of His choice. Then He appoints angel guards before and behind
them, to ensure that the messengers tully deliver the messages of their Lord,
though He already knows all about them, and keeps account of everything.
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Chapter 18: Monotheism in Lordship

In this section, we have selected discussions on four key words in the Quran (God,
Lord, Worship, Religion) from the book "The Four Terms in the Quran" by Imam
Abu al-A'la Maududi. The author states in the opening line of his book, "These four
words are the basis and foundation of understanding the Noble Quran, and the
Quran’s Da'wah revolves around them.' A precise understanding of these four words
has shaped the lives of many individuals. Suppose a non-Muslim asks you to define
these four words, what answer would you give? When the Quran was revealed to the
Arabs of the ignorance era (pre-Islamic Arabs), they understood exactly what the
Quran intended by these terms. However, today, most people have only a vague
understanding of their meanings. Below, each of the four words is explained. Pay
close attention to their meanings as given in the Quran:

« 1 =1ilah = God »

In the Noble Quran, the word "God" has the following meanings:

The first important thing regarding worship and deity is need and dependence. A
person will not be inclined toward worship unless they consider someone capable
and powerful enough to solve their problems. This means there must be an entity that
protects them, saves them, and relieves them from any distress, helplessness, and
anxiety. The only true deity, the fulfiller of needs, and the answerer of prayers is God,
and He must be superior and higher in status from every perspective. The worshipper
must acknowledge His exalted status, dominance, and power. The concepts that lead
to the attribution of the term "God" to a deity include providing refuge and comfort,
being exalted in status, being all-encompassing, possessing power, being a
benefactor to the worshipper, being the ultimate owner, and being the solver of
problems. The pre-Islamic Arabs believed in the existence of a creator and master,
whom they knew by the name of "Allah". However alongside God, they also believed
in other deities. In fact, their belief regarding the status of other gods was that: They
regarded these deities as having a role in lordship and believed their words and
actions were accepted in the presence of Allah. They assumed these deities could
mediate on their behalf to keep them safe from calamities. Additionally, they
elevated prominent members of their tribes to the status of deities and considered
them authorities over divine law. They followed what these leaders declared as
lawful and unlawful (Halal and Haram), believing these individuals had the right to
command and forbid. According to the Quran, this division of authority is impossible
because it cannot be separated among multiple entities. It cannot be that authority
and creation is controlled by one entity, while commands and sustenance are in
another’s hands, and the regulation of the solar system and the rotation of the earth
is under yet another’s control. Similarly, it is impossible for creation to be managed
by one, sickness and cure by another, and life and death by yet another. Pay close
attention to the following verse:
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And do not invoke any other god with Allah. There 1s no god "worthy of worship’

except Him. Everything is bound to perish except He Himsell. All authority belongs
to Him. And to Him you will all be returned.

During difficult times, the pre-Islamic ignorant people turned to their own deities,
calling out for their help, crying for their assistance, and seeking their aid. Moreover,
the deities they invoked were not limited to Jinn, angels, and idols. They also chose
deities from among righteous individuals who had already passed away and placed
their belief in them! They believed that these deities (whether idols or dead righteous
individuals) had the power to intervene in the world to fulfill their needs and desires.
Whoever selects a deity from Dunellah, would seek their help and assistance, reveres
them, bows in their presence, stands before them in devotion, seeks proximity to
them, and presents offerings and requests before them. The Quran speaks about these
deities, whom they sought help from after their death, saying:
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They are dead, not alive and not even knowing when they will be resurrected.

All creatures belong to God, and He has no partner in His creation. Only He provides
sustenance to people, and He alone is the one who manages the affairs and rules of
this world. No one but Him can control and plan them, and it is a grave mistake to
consider anyone other than Him as the one who responds to prayers. In general, the
word "ilah" in the Quran refers to the Lord who is the sole creator, the sole provider
for all creatures, the sole owner of all beings, the sole master of the Day of Judgment,
the sole refuge, the sole responder to the prayers of His servants, the sole commander,
the sole helper, and the sole owner of life and death. Allah alone is the 7/ A, the only
true deity of all creation.

&y — rabb - LOI‘d»

In the Noble Quran, the word "Rabb" is used with the following meanings:

1- Mentor ("Murabbi" comes from the same root as "Rabb") and the one responsible
for responding to requests and nurturing. Rabb creates His creatures and nurtures
them to their full potential (like a mentor who guides his students to mastery).

2- Guardian, protector, and caretaker for improvement. Rabb is always benevolent
towards His creatures and preserves them in adversities.

3- The one who people gather around for protection. Rabb is the gatherer of people
on the Day of Judgment.

4- Master ("Arbab" comes from the same root as "Rabb") and the one to whom
obedience is given, the supervisor and the powerful one whose commands are fully
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effective, and all acknowledge His greatness and mastery, the true owner of the
interests of all creatures.

5- The ruler, the one with authority, and commander.

The usage of Rabb in the Quran signifies the nurturer, the enhancer, the caretaker,
and the reformer (the first and second meanings):
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All praise 1s for Allah, Lord of all worlds.
Also:
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Say, “Should I seek a lord other than Allah while He is the Lord of everything?” No
one will reap except what they sow. No soul burdened with sin will bear the burden
of another. Then to your Lord 1s your return, and He will inform you of your
differences.

—n\

The usage of "Rabb" in the Quran signifies the gatherer and the one who gathers
people (the third meaning):

(26 - Saba’ 1) (Y1) s /\Cua\f/:,;bu;ci’ JRiop S
Say, “Our Lord will gather us together, then He will judge between us with the truth.
For He 1s the All-Knowing Judge.”

The usage of "Rabb" in the Quran denotes master, lawmaker, lawgiver, and
supervisor (the fourth meaning)
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They have taken their rabbis and monks as well as the Messiah, son of Mary, as lords
besides Allah, even though they were commanded to worship none but One God.
There is no god except Him. Gloritied 1s He above what they associate with Him/!

In this verse, the term "Rabb" refers to those whom people have appointed as their
absolute guides, entrusting them with authority over commands and prohibitions,
adhering to their laws and methods, and following the Halal and Haram they
prescribe. They believe that these chosen deities have the power to issue commands
independently of Allah Almighty.
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The usage of "Rabb" in the Quran signifies the authority, the one in charge (the fifth
meaning):
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Surely your God is One! the Lord of the heavens and the earth and everything in
between, and the Lord of all points of sunrise.
Also:
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Gloritied is your Lord, the Lord of Honor and Power, above what they claim!

52 35 3B VI 2t S KUY A w8 o AT W o Mgt r o
B dn B ol g gL s Tl a8 o e o sl s sl s g o 2y a9

(16— ArRad o) A& o\ il e 28 i
Ask, “Who i1s the Lord of the heavens and the earth?” Say, “Allah!” Ask, “Why

then have you taken besides Him lords who cannot even benefit or protect
themselves?” Say, “Can the blind and the sighted be equal? Or can darkness and
light be equal?” Or have they associated with Allah partners who produced a
creation like His, leaving them confused between the two creations? Say, “Allah
1s the Creator of all things, and He is the One, the Supreme.”
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Chapter 19: Comparison of Polytheism of the Past
Examining the misguided nations of the past regarding monotheism:
<< The People of Noah (PBUH) >>
The oldest nation mentioned in the Quran is the people of Noah. The Quran makes
it clear that these people did not deny the existence of God. They acknowledged God
Almighty as the Creator of the world, and accepted the term 'Rabb' only in the first
and second meanings (nurturer, mentor, caretaker, and reformer):
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Indeed, We sent Noah to his people. He declared, O my people! Worship Allah alone.

You have no god other than Him. Will you not then fear Him? But the disbelieving
chiefs of his people said to the masses, “This is only a human like you, who wants to
be superior to you. Had Allah willed, He could have easily sent down angels instead.
We have never heard of this in the history of our forefathers. He is simply insane, so
bear with him for a while.”

Since the people of Noah did not deny that Allah was their God, what then was the
subject of dispute and conflict between Noah and his people? Noah would say to
them: 'God is the Lord of the worlds. He is the one who has created all of you and
the entire world. He is the one who fulfills your desires, and He alone is your true
God. He is the only one and has no partner. Besides Him, no one can ease difficulties,
alleviate harm, hear your prayers, or come to your aid. Therefore, you should worship
Him alone and submit yourselves only to Him":

i) (09) it o3 e 1B Sa ) 48 ) 20 2T G 181 33 6 JE s ) 155 st 4
(59 -Al A’raf

Indeed, We sent Noah to his people. He said, O my people! Worship Allah, you have
no other god except Him. I truly fear for you the torment of a tremendous Day.

The people of Noah insisted on their belief, saying, 'We have no doubt that Allah is
the Lord of the worlds, but there are other gods as well who intervene in the order
and management of this world, and some of our difficulties and desires are fulfilled
through them.' They believed that the Lord of the entire world created everything,
that He is the owner of the earth and the heavens, and that the management and
creation of the world originate from Him. However, they did not believe that power
and sovereignty belong exclusively to Him and only His commands should be
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followed in all moral, social, civil, political, and other essential aspects of human life.
They refused to accept that humans should only follow the path God has set before
them and obey only the law and system that the pure essence of Allah has revealed.
Instead, they accepted their own scientific leaders and religious scholars as deities
with authority over them. Noah constantly told them: 'Accept the One God instead
of false gods. Choose a God who encompasses all the meanings of the word
'Lord/Rabb'.
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Noah cried, My Lord! They have certainly persisted in disobeying me, and followed
those elite whose wealth and children only increase them in loss, and who have
devised a tremendous plot, urging their followers ‘Do not abandon your idols;
especially Wadd, Suwa’, Yaghiith, Ya’ig, and Nasr.’ Those elite have already led
many astray. So O Lord, only allow the wrongdoers to stray farther away.

<< The People of Hud (PBUH) >>
According to the Quran, the people of Hud did not deny the existence of God or His
divinity. Rather, they believed in the Lord and acknowledged His divinity. However,
like the people of Noah, they accepted Rabb (Lord) only in its first and second
meanings (nurturer, mentor, caretaker, and reformer). The dispute and conflict
between Hud and his people were similar to those between Noah and his people. The
reason for this interpretation is supported by the following Quranic verses:
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And to the people of "Ad We sent their brother Hiid. He said, O my people! Worship
Allah, you have no other god except Him. Will you not then fear Him?

Furthermore, it is evident from the following verse that they believed in the existence
of God:
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They said, “Have you come to us so that we would worship Allah alone and abandon

what our forefathers used to worship? Then bring us what you threaten us with, if
what you say is true!”

Additionally, the following verse states that the people of ‘Ad opposed the truth and
were tyrannical and oppressive individuals:
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That was "Ad. They denied the signs of their Lord, disobeyed His messengers, and
followed the command of every stubborn tyrant.

<< The People of Salih (PBUH) (Shelah) >>

The people of Salih are among the most misguided nations mentioned in the Quran.
Their misguidance was similar to that of the people of Noah and Hud, whose stories
have been recounted. They accepted Rabb only in its first and second meanings
(nurturer, perfector, guardian, and reformer). They never denied Allah as the Creator
of the entire universe and therefore worshipped Him and bowed down to their Lord.
However, they rejected the concept of monotheism ( 7owhid) and refused to accept
that worship should be directed to God alone, and lordship in its comprehensive and
complete sense belongs exclusively to Allah and is not shared. They stubbornly
insisted that belief in other gods was necessary to please God. They believed these
chosen deities could fulfill prayers and human requests, and for this reason, they
followed the guidance of their leaders and tribal guardians in religious matters. They
considered these figures as sources of law and moral direction, believing that the
ways of life should be learned from them. This belief ultimately led them to
corruption, ruin, and a painful punishment from God. Pay attention to the following
verses:
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And to the people of Thamiid, We sent their brother Sélih. He said, O my people!
Worship Allah. You have no god other than Him. He is the One Who produced you
from the earth and settled you on it. So seek His forgiveness and turn to Him in
repentance. Surely my Lord 1s Ever Near, All-Responsive to prayers. They argued,
“O Salih! We truly had high hopes in you before this. How dare you forbid us to
worship what our foretfathers had worshipped? We are certainly in alarming doubt
about what you are inviting us to.”

<< The People of Ibrahim (PBUH) (Abraham) >>
After Salih, the Quran discusses Ibrahim. A particularly significant point in this
discussion is the misconception regarding Nimrod, the ruler of this nation, and his
claim to divinity. Many assume that Nimrod denied Allah entirely and proclaimed
himself as a god. However, Nimrod did believe in the existence of God and
acknowledged that the Creator of the universe and its planner was indeed that great
God. However, he did not accept "Rabb" in the third sense (the gatherer and the
raiser) and he claimed lordship in the fourth and fifth senses (master, lawmaker,
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lawgiver, caretaker, ruler, authorizer). He believed that his people were like sheep
and incapable of determining what was best for themselves, so he imposed laws upon
them in place of God's laws. It is therefore incorrect to assume that the people of
Ibrahim did not recognize God or deny His lordship and divinity! Again, it must be
understood that the people of Abraham had no fundamental difference in this
important matter from the people of Noah, Hud, and Salih. They acknowledged that
the Almighty God was the Creator of the earth and the heavens and the planner of
the vast universe, and for this reason, they worshipped Him. Their misguidance and
disobedience stemmed from their belief that celestial and natural bodies (stars, sun,
and moon) share in "lordship" in the first and second meanings with the true Lord.
They falsely believed that these celestial entities played a role in creation, nurturing,
and the reforming of beings. Based on this belief, they insisted that celestial bodies
and 1dols should be considered partners in divinity alongside the one true God:

’°"-/‘/"</‘/-/, . Ga. E . _® Lo, P L ez . tes . % el 4 RS IR
Sl e Sl 2355 (A+) oy o6 Uls oo 2 35 peg B3 35 50es BT Y & 05720 G Dual g dm.a;mad;;u\ Jeug sy

Z
=

Al i) (AYV) G305 2880y a8 Gof 38 00 &0 clle K6 o i d U Ay 2837 2T 048 3
(80-81 —An’am

And his people argued with him. He responded, Are you arguing with me about Allah,
while He has guided me? I am not afraid of whatever you associate with Him, "none
can harm me,” unless my Lord so wills. My Lord encompasses everything in His
knowledge. Will you not be mindful? And how should I fear your associated gods,

while you have no fear in associating others with Allah, a practice He has never
authorized? Which side has more right to security? Tell me if you really know!

Throughout the discourse of Abraham, it is evident that he did not address his people
as deniers of God; rather, Abraham was confronted with a people who considered
deities from Dunellah alongside Allah, believing that these deities shared in lordship
in its first and second meanings (nurturer, mentor, caretaker, and reformer) with
Allah. Therefore, in the entire Quran and all the speeches of Abraham, his entire
logic was based on inviting people to the understanding that divinity and godhood
belong exclusively to Allah the Almighty. The argument between Abraham and
Nimrod in the Quran:
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Are you O Prophet not aware of the one who argued with Abraham about his Lord
because Allah had granted him kingship? when Abraham said, “My Lord is the One
Who has power to give life and cause death.” He argued, ‘I too have the power to
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give life and cause death.” Abraham challenged him, “Allah causes the sun to rise
from the east. So make it rise from the west.”” And so the disbeliever was dumbstruck.
And Allah does not guide the wrongdoing people.

From the debate between Ibrahim and Nimrod, it becomes clear that the issue was
not about the existence or non-existence of Allah. Nimrod belonged to a community
that already believed in the existence of Allah. However, he claimed, "The kingdom,
of which Ibrahim is also a part, is governed under my lordship.' Of course, his claim
of "lordship" did not imply the first and second meanings (nurturer, mentor, caretaker,
and reformer) because he acknowledged that lordship in these two meanings is
related to the creation of the earth and celestial bodies. He only claimed divinity
regarding his kingdom in the fourth and fifth meanings (master, lawmaker, lawgiver,
caretaker, ruler, and authority). Ultimately, Nimrod asserted ownership over his
kingdom, claiming that all the people of the land were his subjects and owed
obedience to him. He regarded his power as the foundation of society, insisting that
his commands and orders were the fundamental laws of humanity.
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Chapter 20: Comparing the Polytheism of People Today
<< People of Lut (PBUH) >>

After the story of Ibrahim in the Quran, we encounter the narrative of a community
to whom God sent Lut, the nephew of Ibrahim, for their guidance and to correct their
corruption. The Quran states that this community did not deny the existence of God
and acknowledged the Creator’s lordship in its first and second meanings (mentor,
perfector, caretaker, and reformer). However, what they refused to believe in and
accept was God's lordship in its third, fourth, and fifth meanings (gatherer,
resurrector, master, lawmaker, lawgiver, supervisor, ruler, and authority holder)!
They desired unconditional freedom from accountability and indulged in their base
desires without restraint. This was the greatest deviation that led the people of Lut
towards destruction. The Holy Quran says:
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And Lut when he rebuked his people: You certainly commit a shametul deed that no
man has ever done before you. Do you really lust after men, abuse the travelers, and

practice immorality in your gatherings? His people’s only response was to say:
“Bring Allah’s punishment upon us, if what you say is true.”

Is such reasoning a response from those who deny God? It must be said: No. They
were not denying God, but their real deviation was that despite having faith in God
and acknowledging His supremacy over the natural world, they refused to follow the
moral, social, and civil directives set by God and did not want to obey His messenger,
Lut.

<< People of Shu'ayb (PBUH) >>
Allah Almighty sent Shu'ayb to the people of Madyan (Midian) and Aykah (Ike).
They were descendants of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), so there is no need to debate
their fundamental beliefs and faith in Allah and His divinity. Initially, the community
of Shu'ayb was established based on Islamic beliefs, but gradually they deviated into
corruption, their faith weakened, and their practices became unjust. As depicted
clearly in the Quran, despite their disorderliness and ugly behavior, they claimed to
have faith. Shu'ayb repeatedly admonished them saying if you are true believers,
your actions should reflect that belief. From Shu'ayb's speeches and their responses
to his call, it becomes evident that they acknowledged the existence of God and His
divinity. However, they were misguided in two key aspects: they believed in other
deities and worshipped Dunellah alongside Allah. Consequently, their worship was
not sincere or solely for the sake of Allah. They also believed that Allah’s divinity
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and sovereignty did not extend to human affairs, granting them absolute freedom in
social and economic matters. This led to widespread corruption, particularly in their
economic practices. They assumed that they could implement any method they
desired. The Quran states:
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And to the people of Midian We sent their brother Shu'ayb. He said, O my people!
Worship Allah, you have no other god except Him. A clear proof has already come
to you from your Lord. So give just measure and weight, do not defraud people of
their property, nor spread corruption in the land afier it has been set in order. This is
for your own good, if you are truly believers.

The following verse highlights the deviation of these people regarding the true
concept of divinity and lordship:
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They asked sarcastically, “O Shu‘ayb! Does your prayer command you that we
should abandon what our forefathers worshipped or give up managing our wealth as
we please? Indeed, you are such a tolerant, sensible man!”
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<< People of Musa / Moses (PBUH) and Pharaoh >>
Baseless rumors have been spread about Pharaoh, claiming that he not only denied
the existence of the one true God but also proclaimed himself divine and attributed
creation to himself. These rumors imply that Pharaoh's arrogance reached a point that
he declared himself the creator of the heavens and the earth, and his people, deeply
influenced by such arrogance, accepted and believed in such claims (historical
rumor). However, the reality and historical truth affirmed by the Quran, is that
Pharaoh's deviation regarding divinity and lordship was no different in
characteristics from the deviation of Nimrod (Namrud), and Pharaoh's people held
similarly misguided beliefs as the people of Nimrod. The only distinction between
these two groups is that Pharaoh’s people, due to a series of political factors,
stubbornly adhered to their extreme nationalistic dogma against the Israelites.
Although they wholeheartedly acknowledged the existence of God, their baseless
stubbornness prevented them from accepting and submitting to His divine authority.
Like many materialists of our time who recognize the existence of God in their hearts,
yet refuse to acknowledge it openly due to perceived material benefits and
meaningless worldly interests. When Joseph / Yusuf (PBUH) gained authority over
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the people of Egypt, he made every effort to spread his faith and left a profound
impact on Egyptian society that endured for centuries and could not be erased. The
teachings he spread became so deeply rooted that everyone acknowledged the
existence of God and recognized Allah as the Creator of the heavens and the earth.
The truth is that the teachings of the religion penetrated the spirit of the Egyptians so
much that they considered God as transcendent, superior to the entire universe and
above the natural world. In the land of Egypt, there wasn't a single person who denied
the existence and divinity of God outright. Rather, those who proudly displayed their
disbelief at that time committed shirk (polytheism) by associating partners with God
in worship (such as Amun, Seth, and other deities). By the time Moses was sent,
religious teachings had already profoundly influenced Egyptian society. The
foundation of Pharaoh’s claims rested heavily upon the extreme nationalism of the
Egyptians. During the era of Joseph, the teachings of Islam had already spread
throughout Egypt. With the groundwork laid by Joseph, the Israelites settled in Egypt
and eventually gained prominence, influencing or governing the land for
approximately three to four centuries. Until the fire of nationalist sentiments flared
up, and it reached a point where they overthrew the rule of the Israelites and the rule
fell back into the hands of the Egyptian people. Gradually, exerting all their power
and strength, the Egyptians shattered the unity and greatness of the Israelites. Not
satisfied with this alone, they also sought to erase and destroy every trace of Joseph’s
era, reviving instead the ancient religions and customs of their previous pagan
traditions. At that critical moment, Moses was appointed as a prophet. The people of
Egypt, fearing that the Israelites might regain their former power and glory and once
again rule over them, resorted to violence against Moses and exhibited extreme
stubbornness in their dealings with him:
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But when Our enlightening signs came to them, they said, “This 1s pure magic” And,
although their hearts were convinced the signs were true, they still denied them
wrongtully and arrogantly. See then what was the end of the corruptors!

The primary goal of Pharaoh in claiming divinity was not to assert, "I am the Lord,
the Creator of the heavens and the earth (nurturer, perfector, caretaker, and
reformer)". Rather, his objective was to consolidate his political authority. His claim
was purely one of political divinity, not a declaration of actual governance over the
laws and order of nature and the universe. He believed that he was the sole deity of
Egypt. In other words, he declared "I am the ruler and owner of all of Egypt and
everything within it. Besides me, no one is worthy of absolute authority. Therefore,
my desires, disguised as law and legislation, must be enforced.”
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And Pharaoh called out to his people, boasting, O my people! Am I not sovereign
over Egypt as well as all these streams flowing at my feet? Can you not see?

Similarly, the following verse states that Pharaoh forced the Israelites into servitude.
In this context, "servitude" does not mean that the Israelites were required to pray,
fast, or prostrate before Pharaoh daily. Rather, it refers to their unconditional
obedience to his commands.
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How can that be a tavor of which you remind me, when it was only because you have
enslaved the Children of Israel?

However, the core of the dispute between Moses and Pharaoh was Moses' emphasis
on the true meaning of "Lord" in all its five aspects, reserved exclusively for Allah.
He declared that God is not only the Lord of the universe but also the sole authority
in political and social matters. Therefore, only He should be worshipped, obedience
should be devoted to Him alone, and His laws and regulations should be followed in
all aspects of life.

<< People of Jesus / Isa (PBUH) and Jews >>

Without a doubt, they did not deny Allah; rather, it should be acknowledged that they
accepted His divinity and lordship. The Quran explicitly testifies to their status as
People of the Book. The misguidance of the People of the Book stemmed from their
initial exaggeration in honoring prophets, saints, and angels. They elevated them
beyond their rightful position until they reached the stage of associating partners with
God. They believed these figures had a role in the affairs of existence and, therefore
deserved worship, while seeking their help in times of trouble and difficulty. In
summary, they attributed a form of divinity to these figures, believing they had
influence beyond the natural realm:
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The Jews said, “Ezra (or Uzayr) is the son of Allah,” while the Christians say, “The
Messiah is the son of Allah.” Such are their baseless assertions, only parroting the

words of earlier disbelievers. May Allah condemn them! How can they be deluded
from the truth? They have taken their rabbis and saints as well as the Messiah, son
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of Mary, as lords besides Allah, even though they were commanded to worship none
but One God. There is no god worthy of worship except Him. Gloritied is He above
what they associate with Him!

The individuals entrusted with the duty of teaching and nurturing religion gradually
began issuing commands and judgments based on their own desires. They changed
what they did not want to obey from lawful to unlawful and what they liked from
unlawful to permissible (altering Halal to Haram and Haram to Halal). They
commanded and forbade people without any reference or evidence from divine
scriptures, establishing their own laws. Jews and Christians fell into delusions and
superstitions, ultimately worshipping their own scholarly and religious leaders. Over
time, obedience and worship reached such extremes that even oppressive and
tyrannical individuals were worshipped! (We all know the story of Galileo Galilei
and the church).

<< People of Mohammad (PBUH) >>
The Arab polytheists not only believed in the existence of Allah but also regarded
Him as the creator of the entire universe and the owner of the world. They were
completely certain of His divinity and considered Him the highest authority, seeking
refuge in Him during hardships and turning to Him for help in times of crisis.
Furthermore, they did not believe other gods were creators of the world and humanity
or providers of sustenance and livelihood for mankind.
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O Prophet, Ask them, “To whom belong the earth and all those on it, if you really
know?” They will reply “To Allah!” Say “Why are you not then mindtul?”” Ask them
“Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the Mighty Throne?” They
will reply “Allah.” Say “Will you not then fear Him?” Ask them “In Whose Hands

18 the authority over all things, protecting all while none can protect against Him, if
you really know?” They will reply “Allah.” Say “How are you then so deluded?”

The deviation of the Arab polytheists was the same as that of previous nations. First,
they associated other gods with Allah in divinity and supernatural matters, believing
that angels and righteous individuals intervene in the greater system of causes and
effects, and are involved in the system’s general interests. Second, they refused to
accept that God was also the "Lord" of the universe and all beings in a political and
civil sense. Instead, they regarded religious leaders and nobles as their lords in these
matters, deriving their laws of life and society from them.

88



<< People of Today >>

A careful examination of the past reveals that today's society is no different from
previous ones. People today consider themselves true Muslims (or true Christians,
Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, etc). Although they have traditionally inherited their
religion from their forefathers, they still believe they are the best society on earth.
Many of today’s imitators assume they are following the pure Islam of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). People today accept Allah as the sole provider, the fulfiller of
needs, the ultimate refuge, and the solver of problems. Yet, at the same time, they
associate partners with Him from among His creations. They believe righteous
individuals of the past (Prophets, Saints, Imams, etc.) were deputies of Allah and that
through these close servants, they receive mediation, blessings, healing, refuge, and
more. The people today accept the Lord in the first, second, and third meanings
(nurturer, perfector, custodian, reformer, gatherer, and resurrector) but in the first
and second meanings, they attribute partners to God (some even claiming that God
created the universe for the sake of specific individuals). Misguided people today do
not reserve the fourth and fifth meanings of Lordship exclusively for Allah alone
(master, lawmaker, lawgiver, guardian, ruler, and authority). Instead, they blindly
follow and imitate others in religious matters and rarely think for themselves. They
entrust individuals who interfere with what God has declared permissible and
prohibited (Halal and Haram), allowing them to make decisions on behalf of God.
Some of today's misguided leaders believe that people cannot determine what is good
for themselves, so they impose laws upon them. Additionally, people have
completely surrendered the domain of religion to these individuals, believing that
their lifelong dedication to faith grants them a special status with God. As Allah
Almighty says in the Quran:
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Do not follow what you have no sure knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to
account for their hearing, sight, and intellect.

Any government or authority that rejects Allah’s commands, enforces its own desires,
and compels the servants of God to obey it, whether through force, coercion, or
deceptive propaganda, is considered a tyrant. If a person submits to such power and
gradually adopts an attitude of obedience, it can undoubtedly be said that they are
worshipping the tyrant and transgressor. People regard these leaders as those who
have the power to command and forbid, and without any authorization from God,
they follow their rules and regulations. At one point, a group said to the Prophet, "We
do not worship our religious leaders and authorities." The Prophet responded, "Why
not? Do you not follow and obey their commands and rulings? Do you not adhere to
the opinions of your scholars regarding what is permissible (Halal) and what is

89



forbidden (Haram)?" In the end, it must be said that the duty of reflection and inquiry
in matters of religion rests upon every mature and thoughtful individual, so that on
the Day of Judgment, they do not experience regret and remorse:
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On the Day their faces are constantly flipped in the Fire, they will cry, “Oh! If only
we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger!” And they will say “Our Lord! We
obeyed our leaders and elite, but they led us astray from the Right Way. Our Lord!
Give them double punishment, and condemn them tremendously.”

Therefore, every individual and leader should be obeyed only when their statements
and commands do not contradict the command of Allah and Islamic laws, and when
they act as executors of divine and Islamic laws. Because:
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One should not obey any creature when their command entails disobedience to the

Creator

This principle is elaborated in detail in Chapter 24.

-
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O believers! Indeed, many rabbis and religious scholars consume people s wealth
wrongtully and hinder others from the Way of Allah. Give good news of a painful
torment to those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in Allah’s cause.
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Chapter 21: Polytheism in Worship
« o3\s = Ibadah = Worshipy

Continuing the explanation of the four key terms "Ilah = God", "Rabb = Lord",
"Ibadah = Worship", and "Deen = Religion", here we focus on the monotheistic
definition of worship. The best definition comes from Imam Abul Ala Maududi, who
states: "Worship means surrendering oneself to the one true God and submitting to
His will in such a way that one never resists the will and desire of Allah Almighty,
never turns away from Him, and considers only Allah's pleasure in one's actions,
performing them according to His will and desire." Muslims have overlooked this
reality and tend to define worship only in terms of prayer, almsgiving, fasting, and
pilgrimage. However, worship also includes human thoughts, inclinations,
supplications, praises, admiration, and other acts such as sacrifice, vows,
circumambulation, and seclusion.

In Islam, the concept of worship is vast and encompasses all aspects of human life.
Every act of servitude, obedience, supplication, worship, entreaties, fears and hopes,
rituals and symbols, reverence, love, alms, charity, vows, sacrifices,
circumambulation, seclusion, prayers, intercession, etc., along with all daily
activities of life [with the intention and goal] are considered acts of worship. It is
essential that the sole purpose and goal be directed only toward God, and all
mentioned acts should be carried out solely for Him, not for any other being.
Intention, thought, and belief distinguish a human habit from an act of worship. For
example, sleeping is a daily habit. If a person sleeps for an hour during the day to
relieve fatigue, in such a case only the material goal of relieving fatigue is achieved.
However, if a person’s belief is directed toward God, then sleeping, which is
ordinarily a habit, becomes an act of worship. In this case, beyond relieving fatigue,
sleep is considered worship, and the person will be rewarded for it.

In general, worship encompasses servitude, obedience, compliance, and devotion.
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We surely sent a messenger to every community, saying “Worship Allah and
shun/avoid false godlike tyrants”, But some of them were guided by Allah, while
others were destined to stray. So travel throughout the land and see the fate of the
deniers!

Servanthood means that a person should not blindly obey leaders and elders but
should submit only to God, wearing the chain of servitude to Him alone. In this case,
a person must follow the limits and laws set by God rather than the regulations of
what is lawful (Halal) and unlawful (Haram) established by human authorities.
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Humans are servants of Allah Almighty alone, and the prophets were sent to guide
them away from servitude to other beings and toward servitude to God:

-
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Inform My servants that I am truly the All-Forgiving, Most Mercifill.

Obedience means submitting only to the commands of the Creator rather than
following leaders and rulers who mislead people through deception and
manipulation. These figures present themselves as holy and righteous, infiltrating
society and gaining influence, while people are deceived by their saint-like
appearance. Worship involves performing formal acts before a being, such as
prostration, bowing, standing, circumambulation, kissing shrines, making vows,
offering sacrifices, and other actions intended to seek closeness. It does not matter
whether one views the entity as a great and independent deity, as a means of
mediation and proximity to God, or as a being that shares responsibilities with God
in the affairs of the world.

Considering someone as the master and guardian of the natural order of the universe,
seeking refuge in them during difficulties and adversities, and turning to them in
times of poverty, pain, and affliction is a concept addressed throughout the Quran.
In one sense, the Quran emphasizes the rejection of servitude, obedience, and
worship to anyone other than Allah (Dunellah). In verses where "worship" is used to
mean servitude, obedience, and devotion, the target is often Satan or a human who
has claimed the title of dictator, oppressor, or tyrant, compelling people to worship
and obey him instead of God. It may also refer to leaders and rulers who create
regulations for every aspect of people's lives without regard for divine laws and
scriptures. Additionally, it can refer to prophets, saints, dignitaries, angels, and
righteous individuals whom people wrongfully consider partners of God, despite
their teachings. The Quran declares all of these deities to be void/false, regardless of
whether people serve, obey, or worship them. It explicitly states that all of them are
servants of the Lord. The true owner and master of everything in the heavens and the
earth 1s Allah, and the interest of this vast world and the administration of all affairs
are in His hands. Therefore, no one should be served, obeyed, or worshipped except
Him.
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We never sent a messenger before you without revealing to him “There is no god
worthy of worship except Me, so worship Me alone”.

« s =Deen = Religion »

The concept of this word is based and fixated on four definitions:
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1- Sovereignty and great kingship (dominance and conquest).

2- Obedience and acceptance of this sovereignty and dominance (whether willingly
or under compulsion).

3- The ideological and practical system that arises under the supervision of this
sovereignty (regulations and boundaries).

4- The reward and penalty established by this great power for obedience or defiance
of this system (punishment, retribution, accountability, and judgment).

In the first and second meanings, the Quran uses the word "religion" (Deen) in the
sense of dominance. This means that pure religion belongs exclusively to God, the
Most Merciful. A human should not submit to the sovereignty and command of
anyone except Allah, and apart from His sacred essence, one should not naturally
obey or serve anyone else. This means that submitting to those whose obedience has
not been directly commanded by the Lord is considered a sin and a crime. Regarding
the country and government, the same principle applies. If a government is based on
divine law and has been established to implement the Lord's command, obedience to
it is necessary. However, if it is founded on tyrannical laws or dictatorship (any laws
other than Islam), obeying it is a great sin. In the third meaning, the word "religion"
(Deen) refers to the law, Sharia, the ideological and practical method to which a
person is attributed because of following the Lord’s regulations and boundaries. If a
law comes from Allah Almighty, it belongs to His religion. However, if it is not a
divine law, it belongs to Dunellah’s religion. Therefore, if following the orders of
leaders contradicts the law of Allah, a person is no longer within "Allah’s religion"
but has entered "Dunellah’s religion." You are in someone’s religion, if you consider
them a power and dominance superior to all powers including Allah, and follow them
both ideologically and practically. In the fourth meaning, religion is used in the sense
of calculation, judgment, and punishment. In the first and second meanings
(sovereignty and acceptance of it):
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Whatever you worship from Dunellah (anything except God) are mere names which
you and your forefathers have made up, a practice Allah has never authorized. It is
only Allah Who decides. He has commanded that you worship none but Him. That
1s the upright religion, but most people do not know.

In the third meaning (thought system and law):
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Or do they have partners who have ordained for them some religion, which Allah has
not authorized? Had it not been for prior decree on Judgment, the matter would have

certainly been settled between them at once. And surely the wrongdoers will suffer
a painful punishment.

In the fourth meaning (Judgement and punishment):
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What will make you realize what Judgment Day 1s? Again, what will make you
realize what Judgment Day 1s?
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Those against whom the decree of torment is justitied will cry “Our Lord!

These are the ones we caused to deviate. We led them into deviance, for we
ourselves were deviant. We disassociate ourselves from them before You. It
was not us that they used to worship.”
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Chapter 22: Pillars of Faith

As stated in the previous sections, faith and belief are matters that cannot be achieved
without individual reflection on the Quran and the verses of God. On the Day of
Resurrection, the Quran will be the only credible reference regarding belief. Many
of us have lived our lives amidst a vast flood of ideas and beliefs imposed on us by
others. Our thoughts are the offspring of our mind; therefore, when confronting the
Quran and God's words, we must cleanse our minds of beliefs contradicting the
Quran and, like Abraham sever the head of superstitions and baseless thoughts that
have taken hold in our minds until now. For salvation on the Day of Resurrection,
God has set two conditions in the Quran for us:
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And those who believe and do good will be the residents of Paradise. They will be
there forever.

The first condition is to believe (is+7), and the second condition is to do righteous
deeds (wUWla) skee). In more than 50 verses of the Holy Quran, the phrase "believe

and do righteous deeds" is repeated, indicating God's emphasis on this matter. God
has even specified the categories of faith and righteous actions in the Quran.
Unfortunately in our society alongside the main pillars of faith, other concepts are
also being discussed. Whereas faith and belief are clearly defined in the Quran, and
even the criteria for faith are mentioned in it. Examples of faith in the Quran include:
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O believers! Have faith in Allah, His Messenger, the Book He has revealed to His

Messenger, and the Scriptures He revealed before. Indeed, whoever denies Allah,
His angels, His Books, His messengers, and the Judgement Day has clearly gone far

astray.

So there are 5 categories of faith.

1- Belief in Allah,

2- Belief in the angels,

3- Belief in the messengers,

4- Belief in the books,

5- and Belief in the Day of Judgment.
Pay attention to the following verse:
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Righteousness is not in turning your faces towards the east or the west. Rather, the
righteous are those who believe in Allah, the Judgement Day, the Angels, the Books,
and the Prophets, who give charity out of their cherished wealth to relatives, orphans,
the poor, needy travelers, beggars, and for freeing captives, who establish prayer,
pay alms, and keep the pledges they make; and who are patient in times of suffering,

adversity, and in battle. It is they who are true in faith, and it is they who are mindftul
of Allah.

Faith means that in addition to gaining knowledge about the five mentioned aspects
through contemplation, one also reaches certainty. Faith in God is the foremost
aspect of belief in the unseen, meaning that one is certain of Allah as the sole deity,
lord, and creator of the unseen world and nature, worships only Him, and follows
His religion, essentially fulfills the condition of true monotheism regarding Him.
Alongside belief in the existence and essence of God, there is also belief in His
attributes. This means that after believing in God's essence, one must also believe in
all of His attributes and uphold the concept of monotheism in relation to them.
Therefore, we believe in the essence of Allah and all of His attributes, such as the
Merciful, the Compassionate, the Creator, the Provider, the Just, and others.
Furthermore, we believe that God is unique not only in His essence but also in His
attributes, and no creature shares in any of them. The Quran mentions 99 attributes
of God, known as the Most Beautiful Names (Asma'ul Husna or .4 :«1). Another

subset of belief in God is faith in divine decree and predestination. According to the
Quran, this means being certain that all good and evil that occur in this world come
from God and serve as a test for humans. Let us repeat that true belief in God requires
upholding the primary principle of monotheism, acknowledging God's absolute unity,
and recognizing that He has never had and will never have any partner or
intermediary. Therefore in summary, faith in Allah consists of

belief in the existence and essence of Allah Almighty,

belief in the Almighty’s attributes,

belief in divine decree and predestination,

and belief in the principle of monotheism.

Belief in angels is the second principle of belief in the unseen, meaning that,
according to the Quran, one believes in angels as creatures of the unseen world. We
believe in the angels mentioned in the Quran (such as Jebrael/Gabriel,
Mikael/Michael, Izrael/Azrael, Israfil/Raphael, etc), as well as those not explicitly
named but generally referred to in the Quran. Our knowledge about angels is limited
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to what has been revealed through the Quran, the final and most recent of the divine
scriptures. Therefore, we must approach this topic with caution. Whenever we
encounter a book, article, or speech that exaggerates about angels, we should set it
aside because those who express these ideas are merely fabricating them from their
minds and are attributing their own fabricated lies to Allah Almighty. However, if
the statement comes from the Quran, we must accept it.

Belief in the divine scriptures is the third principle of belief in the unseen, meaning
that according to the Quran, one believes in the divine scriptures (such as the Psalms,
Torah, Gospel, etc.) as revelations from the unseen world. We also believe the Quran
1s the final divine scriptures and the last revelation.

Belief in messengers (prophets) is the fourth principle of belief in the unseen.
According to the Quran, this means believing in messengers (like Noah, Abraham,
etc.) as links between the unseen world and the natural world. We also believe that
Muhammad (PBUH) is God’s last prophet.

Belief in the Day of Resurrection is the final principle of belief in the unseen.
According to the Quran, this means believing that the Day of Resurrection marks the
end of the natural world and the beginning of the unseen world. On that day, all
creatures will be gathered, and both humans and Jinn will be brought to account. The
Day of Resurrection is referred to in the Quran by various names, such as the Day of
Separation (=4 »5), the Day of Resurrection (L4 »5), the Hour (2sL.J), the Reality

(W), etc. A subset of belief in the Day of Resurrection includes belief in Paradise

and Hell. Like the previous matters, our knowledge about the Day of Resurrection,
Paradise, and Hell is limited to what has been revealed through the Quran, the final
and most recent of the holy books. However, this information is by no means
insufficient. The Quran describes the events of the Day of Resurrection, the
punishment of Hell, and the pleasures of Paradise in such detail that it forms a
complete picture in our minds. Therefore, we must be cautious with materials that
exaggerate about the Day of Resurrection, Paradise, and Hell. If the statements come
from the Quran, we must accept them.

Given the points discussed, which of these two individuals possesses true faith and
belief? Is it the person who begins to correct their beliefs with the Holy Quran, solely
relies on God, and contemplates the Quran on their path to rectifying their faith? Or
is it the person who abandons the Quran, constantly imitates so-called religious
scholars regarding the concepts of the unseen, and accepts any speech or fabricated
hadith read to them instead of the Quran? Faith is like a beautiful vase that should
not have any cracks or breaks (free from additions, subtractions, defects). Allah has
explained all aspects of true faith in the Quran for us. Belief in all five mentioned
aspects is considered belief in the unseen. God Himself is the Creator of both the
unseen and the natural world. Angels are His creations that exist in the unseen world.
The divine scriptures are revelations that have come to us from the unseen. Prophets

97



serve as links between the unseen and the material world. On the Day of Resurrection,
humans will finally become aware of the unseen:
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This is the Book! There 1s no doubt about it, a guide for those mindful of Allah, those
who believe in the unseen, establish prayer, and donate from what We have provided
for them, and who believe in what has been revealed to you O Prophet, and what was
revealed before you, and have sure faith in the Hereafier.

We continue this discussion with an example. Pay attention to the following verse:

Az ) (55) Gant 1A3EE 14 Wkl 6,407 UI (54) (ain g8 1815 4,500 L8 Sasnis
(54-55 —Zukhruf

And so he humiliated/belittled his people, and they obeyed him. They were truly a
rebellious people. So when they enraged Us, We inflicted punishment upon them,
drowning them all.

The examination of Pharaoh's rule over his people is fascinating. He maintained
control by belittling and humiliating them. Throughout his reign, he constantly told
them, "You understand nothing, you understand nothing, you understand nothing."
He repeated this statement over and over to reinforce their submission. Initially, the
people did not accept this, but over time, they began to doubt themselves. They
thought, "Since he constantly tells us, 'You understand nothing,' there must be
something we do not understand." Eventually, they turned to Pharaoh and said, "You
keep telling us that we understand nothing, so from now on, you tell us what to do."
Pharaoh took control of his people and gradually dominated them, making himself
their lord, and they obeyed him. In many societies today, the situation is exactly like
it was in the time of Pharaoh. In our time, many leaders constantly tell people "No
one understands the Quran (or holy books) except for us", and the people who have
abandoned the Quran and independent thinking and have resorted to blind imitation
take the words of these leaders as their proof, ultimately ruining their lives in this
world and the hereafter. Misleading leaders have convinced people that as long as
they exist, independent thought about faith is considered a sin. As a result, those who
have been humiliated and belittled by such individuals and believe they do not
understand the Quran (or holy books), have set the Quran (Holy Books) aside.

Some of us have encountered many phrases designed to keep people away from the
Quran and other holy books. Statements such as "The Quran has seven layers and
within each layer, there are a thousand levels", "The Quran has one meaning, but its
interpretation has another", "No one knows the interpretation of the Quran", "The
original Quran is with Imam Mahdi (or Jesus) and not with us", and we can realize
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the falsehood of many phrases of this kind with a bit of reflection on the Quran itself.
After inventing such misleading statements to keep people away from the Quran,
efforts have been made to fill the void and further distance people from it with
fabricated prayers and hadith. For example in many books, fake hadiths have been
made up claiming that the reward for reading a certain Doa/prayer is equal to reading
the Quran a thousand times (As result, people may think to themselves with a simple
calculation, that if this is the case, instead of reading the Quran, they read those
prayers and receive a thousand times the reward). Have these people put themselves
in the position of Allah the Almighty and His Messenger to distribute rewards to
humans? Nowadays, people worship God in the way that religious pretenders dictate
rather than in the way God has commanded in His divine books. Unfortunately, today,
God i1s not followed as faithfully as these religious pretenders are obeyed. Many
people believe that worship is limited only to daily prayers. It 1s essential to awaken
people from this negligence, otherwise we will all burn in the fire of this negligence.
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In fact, each one of them wishes to be given a personal letter fiom Allah.

(25— Al Anfal Ju) Ul st 3T (e s 05T S 1B o ™ 48 1355

Beware of a trial/test that will not only affect the wrongdoers among you.
And know that Allah is severe in punishment.
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Chapter 23: Polytheism and Tawassul throughout History
Nowadays, people believe that the pre-Islamic Arabs (the age of ignorance before
Islam) only took idols made of stone, wood, gold, silver, and other materials as
partners with God, offering their prayers and requests to these objects. However, this
notion is completely incorrect. The stone idols were symbols representing angels,
righteous people, and other revered figures who were later turned into deities, and
the idolatrous/polytheistic acts of the Arabs were performed for them! The pre-
Islamic ignorant Arabs believed that idols, being made of stone and wood, were
sinless whereas we are sinners and cannot directly communicate with God. Therefore,
they thought it necessary to use these idols as intermediaries and interfaces to seek
closeness to God. In reality, the idols worshipped by the polytheistic Arabs
symbolized religious figures, leaders, and other individuals they held in high regard.
In fact, their worship was directed towards those individuals whom they considered
fulfillers of needs and solvers of problems.

All histories and biographies also state: When the Prophet of God (PBUH) conquered
Mecca and entered the Kaaba, he saw that there were statues of angels and prophets
of God. Among them was a statue and image of his ancestor Prophet Abraham
(PBUH), who was depicted holding a few wooden arrows and using them for
divination. There was also a statue of Prophet Ismail (Ishmael) (PBUH) and a
wooden pigeon. He broke them with his own hands, throwing them to the ground.
Then, looking carefully at the statue of Prophet Abraham he said, "May God destroy
them! They have depicted our father (ancestor) in this way! What did Abraham have
to do with arrows and divination!? Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian but
was a pure monotheist Muslim and was never among the polytheists." Among the
idols worshiped by the Arabs, some were made in human form and grand temples
were built for them. One such idol was “Hubal”, which symbolized Abel (Habil),
who was killed unjustly. The ignorant Arabs crafted idols from stone, gold, and wood
in the likeness of righteous individuals and poured the blood of their sacrifices at
their feet, believing this would bring them closer to God.

For this reason, Islam sought to enlighten the pre-Islamic ignorant Arabs about the
reality of these intermediaries, i.e., idols worshipped other than God (Dunellah):
These statues and idols [which you worship and seek help from, that you think are
memorials of righteous individuals and benevolent ancestors] are like you. They
were servants of God and possess no power to bring good or harm. Do they have
hands and feet? Do they have ears and eyes? Do they possess any power beyond your
own that allows them to respond to your cries? Without a doubt, they have none of
these. Even if they had all these attributes, what divine virtue would it grant them
over humans? At most, they would only be equal to you in all capabilities. The
Almighty God says in this regard:
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and who have devised a tremendous plot, urging their followers.: ‘Do not abandon
your gods, especially Wadd, Suwa’, Yaghiith, Ya’iq, and Nasr.’ Those have already
led many astray. So only the wrongdoers strayed farther away.

Regarding the previous verse, Dr. Abdul Jalil Issa in his Tafseer "Al-Mus'haf Al-
Muyassar" stated: "These were five idols that were more famous and greater among
the 1dol worshippers compared to other idols. Each of them was named after a god-
fearing and righteous human being. And after their death, structures, and shrines
were built over their graves. Later, they made idols of them and considered them as
mediators and intercessors!" These were the names of chosen and righteous
individuals. When these gracious people passed away from this world, as a memorial
and remembrance of them, their loved ones made statues and attributed them to those
individuals over time. Gradually, they began to honor and revere these statues to such
an extent that later generations were drawn to worship them. It has been narrated that
the Prophet of God (PBUH), while on his sickbed, said, "When a righteous person
among them died, they would build a temple over his grave and create statues and
images. They are the worst creatures of the Lord!" The gods they worshipped were
not limited to Jinn, angels, and idols but also included selected deities from among
humans who had previously passed away:
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But those they invoke besides Allah (Dunellah) cannot create anything and they
themselves are created. They are dead, not alive, not even knowing when they will
be resurrected. Your God 1s only One God. As for those who do not believe in the
Hereafier, their hearts are in denial, and they are ignorantly proud.

The pre-Islamic ignorant Arabs believed in the existence of God as the sole creator
of the skies, heaven, and the earth. However, they believed that they could not ask
from God directly and that there must be an intermediary between them and Him.
** Note:

Unbeliever (Kafir) is a person who rejects the existence of God, the Day of Judgment,
the messengers, the scriptures, or the angels, or denies one of these or one of the
indisputable principles of religion or insults them.

Polytheist (Moshrik) is a person who assigns a partner or intermediary to the one
God, often in an attempt to draw closer to Allah Almighty.

Hypocrite (Monafiq) is a person who, for their own benefit, outwardly expresses
something contrary to what they truly believe in their heart.

Pay attention to the following verses:
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and those they invoke besides Him have no power to intercede, except those who
testity to the truth knowingly. If you ask them who created them, they will certainly
say “Allah!” How can they then be deluded fiom the truth? and the Prophet’s cry:
“O my Lord! Indeed, these are a people who persist in disbelief.”

Also:
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We allow them enjoyment for a little while, then in time We will force them into a
harsh torment. And if ' you ask them who created the heavens and the earth, they will
definitely say “Allah!” Say, “Praise be to Allah!” In fact, most of them do not know.
To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. Allah is truly the Selt-
Sufticient, Praiseworthy.

Given these truths, it is clear that the Arabs of that time had not forgotten Allah and
still acknowledged Him as the creator, owner, provider, and lord of everything.
However, their misguidance and deviation lay in the fact that they did not know God
as He wanted to be known and did not accept His sovereignty and law in all aspects
of their lives. Because of this, they attempted to reconcile and establish a connection
between their belief in God and their belief in idols, trying to hold onto both at the
same time. This is why they said: Prayers go to heaven, but without an intermediary
they are not accepted! They thought that in the higher realm, no one's word would
be accepted without favoritism/nepotism, mediation, sacrifice, and charity! Because
of this mistaken belief, they created intermediaries between God and creation,
thinking that through them, they could convey their prayers and needs to God and
include them as partners in their worship. Over time, they began to see these
intermediaries as having power over human benefit and harm. They believed these
figures had control over good and evil and could give or take things through the
unseen! The Holy Quran strongly condemns this belief. Their justification that “we
did not worship these idols for their essence or material form but only to bring us
closer to the one God” is decisively rejected:
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Indeed, We have sent down the Book to you in truth, so worship Allah alone, being
sincerely devoted to Him. Indeed, sincere devotion and pure religion is due only to
Allah. As for those who take other lords besides Him, saying ‘“We worship them only
so they may bring us closer to Allah’, surely Allah will judge between all regarding
what they differed about. Allah certainly does not guide whoever persists in lying
and disbelief. Had it been Allah’s Will to have offspring, He could have chosen
whatever He willed of His creation. Glory be to Him! He is Allah, the One, the
Supreme.

Also:
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Who does more wrong than those who fabricate lies against Allah or deny His
revelations? Indeed, the wicked will never succeed. They worship besides Allah
(Dunellah) others who can neither harm nor benefit them, and say, “These are our
intercessors with Allah.” Ask them “Are you informing Allah of something He does
not know in the heavens or the earth? Glorified and Exalted is He above what they
associate with Him!” Humanity was once nothing but a single community of
believers, but then they differed. Had it not been for a prior decree from your
Lord, their diftéerences would have been settled at once.

It is true that many past nations were not believers, but the main problem of humanity
from the beginning until now has not been disbelief. Rather, most prophets have
fought to eliminate polytheism because most religions have acknowledged God in
some way and have worshipped Him. However, the real issue is that this path of
worship has been filled with numerous polytheistic practices.

Our question to you: Do you think the problem stated above has completely
disappeared?
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Still there are some who take non-Allah (Dunellah) as Allah’s equal, they love
them as they should love Allah, but the true believers love Allah most. If only
the wrongdoers could see the horrible punishment awaiting them, they would
certainly realize that all power belongs to Allah and that Allah is indeed severe
n punishment.
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Chapter 24: Monotheism in Sovereignty/Supremacy/Jurisdiction
LS dg

This chapter has been added to the second edition of the book and is one of the most
important topics and discussions in the field of polytheism (Shirk) and monotheism
(Tawhid). The issue of polytheism in the sovereignty and obedience to God has
certainly trapped a large portion of humanity. God forbid, even many Muslims have
unknowingly fallen into this calamity. God says in the Quran, Surah Al-A'raf, 54:
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Indeed your Lord 1s Allah Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, then
established Himself on the Throne. He makes the day and night overlap in rapid
succession. He created the sun, the moon, and the stars, all subjected by His

command. The creation and the command belong to Him alone. Blessed is Allah,
Lord of all worlds!

In this verse and many other verses of the Quran, the topic of Sharia (law) and
legislation (lawmaking) is mentioned. It emphasizes that command, order, law, and
decree are exclusively in the hands of the Almighty God. Another verse in Surah Al-
An’am, 57, where God says:
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Say O Prophet “Indeed, I stand on a clear proof from my Lord, yet you have denied

it. I do not have what you are impatient for. The judgment/order belongs only to
Allah. He states the truth, and He 1s the best of judges.”

Unfortunately in today's society, we see two groups of people. The first group does
not accept Sharia and the decrees of God because they are not Muslims. These people
are mainly non-Muslims who are in polytheism, paganism, disbelief, and non-
Islamic religions. The second group consists of Muslims who have approved non-
divine or tyrannical/dictatorial laws, either as lawmakers or as members of society
who accept these human-made laws. This acceptance occurs whether they have
replaced the decree of Allah with these laws or they follow these human and non-
divine laws alongside the laws of God. In Islam, this issue is referred to as polytheism
in sovereignty and polytheism in obedience to Allah (Shirk). This group often argues
that Islamic laws and the commands of Allah are outdated and do not meet the current
needs of humanity. Or they claim that Islam is a personal religion and has no right to
interfere in national decrees and governmental laws.

The human mind, even when collective, has always been and will always remain
prone to error. A monotheist who acknowledges God as the sole creator of humanity

104



and the universe and recognizes Him as the source of perfect knowledge and justice
understands that the decree of the Lord is always definitive, unchanging, and not
influenced by the benefit or loss of any group, race, or class. In decision-making,
humans have always had differing mindsets. If we were to obey human commands,
the interests and biases of particular groups (such as Communists, Christians,
Buddhists, Scientists, Philosophers, Skeptics, Feminists, etc.) would inevitably
influence these decisions and decrees. Who other than the Almighty God is more
knowledgeable, aware, and just towards His servants? A fair God’s commands are
also fair. A God who is omniscient and aware, His decrees and orders are also based
on perfect knowledge and awareness. Rejecting God's decrees or accepting some
while rejecting others leads a person into polytheism in sovereignty and polytheism
in obedience (Shirk). This implies that one believes God has not incorporated justice
and knowledge into His commands and, God forbid, God has done an inadequate job.
It is as if one says, "O God, You are not just, but we are. We know better than You,"
or "Your decrees have expired and are no longer valid." It suggests that the laws and
orders issued by human parliaments, governments, and lawmakers are superior to the
decrees of Allah. Verse from Al Baqarah, 85:
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But here you are, killing each other and expelling some of your people from their
homes, aiding one another in sin and aggression; and when those come to you as
captives, you still ransom them, though expelling them was unlawtil for you. Do
you believe in some of the Scripture and reject the rest? Is there any reward for those
who do so among you other than disgrace in this worldly life and being subjected to
the harshest punishment on the Day of Judgment? For Allah is never unaware of
what you do.

God has complete knowledge of everything and knows the past, present, and future,
not only of humanity but of the entire universe. His decree and law are the absolute
truth and justice, and rejecting God's decree is an act of Shirk/polytheism.
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This is because when Allah alone was invoked, you disbelieved. But when others

were associated with Him, you readily believed. Accordingly, the judgment and
order belongs to Allah alone, the Most High, All-Great.

All decrees, including what is permissible and forbidden (Halal and Haram), as well
as national, governmental, civil, and criminal laws, come only from God. Anti-
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religious ideologies and the rulings of today's rulers and governments should not
prevent this truth. Non-divine countries and governments claim that people are free
to follow their personal religious duties, such as prayer and fasting. However, when
it comes to penal and national laws, they replace God's law with their own, and God's
decree has no place in these matters. Many of us have often heard about separating
religion from politics, or Secularism. In practice, the separation of religion from
politics means Shirk of sovereignty in secular societies. It also applies to rulers who
have prevented the implementation of God's decrees in Muslim countries. In addition
to the Shirk of sovereignty that has affected non-Islamic rulers, Shirk in obedience
to Dunellah (other than Allah) has also ensnared society. Polytheism in obedience
means bowing in submission to a decree other than God's. Obedience and submission
to God are the essence of worshipping Him. Just as we should worship only God, we
should also obey only Him. In Islam, obedience to rulers is permissible only if the
rulers and lawmakers implement Sharia and the commands of Allah, and are
themselves followers of the laws of the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH).
However, if there is even the slightest doubt about the correctness of God's decrees
by authorities or current rulers, God has commanded that the ultimate reference must
be only Him and His Messenger, and any decree apart from this is invalid:
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O believers! (1) Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority among

you. (2) Should you disagree on anything, then refer it to Allah and His Messenger,
1f you believe in Allah and the Last Day. This is the best and fairest resolution.

In the above verse, Allah has permitted obedience first to Himself, second to the
Prophet, and third to the rulers chosen by the people, provided they are not dictators
or non-divine rulers. In any political, legal, jurisprudential, penal, or other type of
disagreement or dispute, reference should be made solely to God's decrees and the
authentic Sunnah of the Prophet, as they are the only primary sources for resolving
conflicts among authorities, rulers, and people. When resolving disagreements, only
the decree of Allah and His Messenger serves as the ultimate reference. Any other
decree, whether issued by authorities or rulers, is no longer valid. Many Muslims due
to ignorance, are unaware of polytheism in sovereignty and obedience. However, it
should be known that in the early days of Islam, and for many years afterward,
Muslims were fully aware of this issue. Over the centuries, as human societies
advanced and non-divine ideologies spread, the discussion of polytheism in
sovereignty among Muslims has significantly diminished. If rulers and people truly
believe in God and uphold monotheism, they must repent and accept God as the sole
law-making authority. The Prophet of Islam (PBUH) said: "If any one of you sees an
evil, he should change it with his hand. If he cannot, then with his tongue (by
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speaking out). If he cannot, then he should at least hate it in his heart, and that is the
weakest level of faith.

In many Muslim and non-Muslim countries, non-divine decrees are enforced, and
monotheists live under these systems, complying with them even though they lack
the power to change them. In such a situation, no sin 1s incurred upon the monotheists.
However, if we vote for or in any way endorse non-divine rulers, we have engaged
in Shirk/polytheism. Voting for and endorsing rulers who do not accept the
sovereignty and laws of God is a significant insult to the divine essence of Allah. It
means participating in this act of polytheism and insult. A minor point that should be
pointed out is the fatwa. The fatwas of Islamic scholars should also be within the
bounds of monotheism, the religion of Islam, and the Sharia of Allah. If a fatwa falls
within the scope of monotheism and follows the framework of God's command but
contains an error, the scholar still receives a reward for their effort. An example of
this would be a fatwa regarding the performance of Salat Jam' or Qasr (the combined
or shortened prayer). However, if a fatwa is completely and deliberately a non-divine
decree, it should not be followed, and the scholar should be informed and guided.
The issue of Tawhid/monotheism of sovereignty and obedience to Allah is not new.
Without a doubt, all prophets have been engaged in guiding towards this matter. For
example, consider the story of Prophet Moses. Pharaoh rebelled and said: &3 (Su) cf

"I am your most high lord," suggesting he believed himself to be the supreme deity.
Does this claim by Pharaoh mean that he believed he created the heavens, the earth,
and the universe? That he created humans, animals, the sun, the moon, etc.? No, no
human in the history of mankind has ever dared to claim that they created the sun,
the earth, the moon, etc. Pharaoh himself believed in the Egyptian gods Amun-Ra
and Set. Anyone making such a claim of creation would undoubtedly be considered
delusional or insane by all. The enmity between Pharaoh and Prophet Moses was not
about this; rather, the main issue and conflict was that Pharaoh demanded his own
sovereignty be recognized instead of the sovereignty of Moses' God, Allah.

On the Day of Judgment, when all of humanity is gathered for judgment, all non-
divine laws will be nullified and rejected, and only the command and governance of
Allah will prevail. Those who have disregarded Allah's decrees due to polytheism in
sovereignty and Shirk in obedience will face the eternal punishment of Hell. A very
beautiful verse of the Quran in this regard is stated below:
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What will make you realize what Judgment Day is? Again, what will make you

realize what Judgment Day i1s? It is the Day no soul will be of any benefit to
another whatsoever, and all authority and sovereignty on that Day belongs to
Allah entirely.
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Chapter 25: The Ignorance of the Imitators
Nowadays, people call upon and cry out to Dunellah (& o.5) instead of Allah or

alongside Him, directing to them their prayers, supplications, requests, needs, fears,
hopes, and pleas for help. They say: "Prayers only ascend to heaven and are accepted
through these intermediaries"! They believe that all the verses of the Quran revealed
about disbelief, polytheism, and intercession through Dunellah were meant only for
the pre-Islamic Arabs and apply only to them. Moreover, they go even further by
offering interpretations that attempt to justify and permit seeking intercession
through Dunellah! Today, they say: "The verses revealed about the polytheists only
concern idols in the form of stone statues and do not include other Dunellahs such as
humans, Jinn, righteous individuals, imams, prophets, and saints." But look around.
Every day, thousands of people visit the tombs and shrines of righteous individuals,
saints, descendants of imams, and the imams themselves, and the actions that take
place there can only be described as 'worship'. Have we ever thought about the reason
behind these actions? Is this recommended in the Quran? Did the Prophet of Islam
do this and advise the rest of the community to do the same? We all know that belief
and faith cannot be imitated, and one cannot simply follow blindly because a person’s
belief is only formed through reflection on the signs in the universe (thinking about
nature, the cosmos, and creation), the signs within oneself (contemplating one's own
creation and complexity), and the signs in the Quran (reflecting on revelation). Can
we name what we do, anything other than blind imitation in religion? Do you want
to hear about the consequences of blind religious imitation from the Quran? Then
read the following verses:
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And when they will dispute in the Fire, and the lowly followers will appeal to the
arrogant leaders “We were your followers, will you then shield us from a portion of

the Fire?” The arrogants will say, “We are all in i1t! Allah has already passed
Judgment over His servants.”” And those in the Fire then will cry out to the keepers

of Hell, “Pray to your Lord to lighten the torment for us even for one day!”
Also:
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Who does more wrong cruelty than those who fabricate lies against Allah or deny
His revelations? They will receive what is destined for them, until Our angels arrive
fo take their souls, asking them “Where are those you used to invoke besides Allah
(Dunellah)?” They will cry “They have failed us,” and they will confess against
themselves that they were indeed disbelievers. Allah will say, “Enter the Fire along
with the groups of Jinn and humans that preceded you.” Whenever a group enters
Hell, it will curse the preceding one until they are all gathered inside, the followers
will say about their leaders “Our Lord! They have misled us, so multiply their
torment in the Fire.” He will answer, “It has already been multiplied for all, but you
do not know.” Then the leaders will say to their followers “You were no better than
us! So taste the torment for what you used to commit.”

Also:
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Those against whom the decree of torment 1s justitied will cry “0111‘ Lord! These
followers are the ones we caused to deviate. We led them into deviance, for we
ourselves were deviant. We disassociate ourselves from them before You. It was not
us that they used to worship.” It will be said to the disbelievers “Call upon your
associate-gods for help.” So they will call them, but will receive no response. And
they will face the punishment, wishing they had been rightly guided! And the Day
He will call to them, asking “What response did you give to the messengers?” On
that Day the news will be blinded for them, so they have no chance to ask for answers.

In the verses above, the situation of both the misleaders and the misled is described.
On the Day of Judgment, the followers will earnestly demand their rights from the
misleaders. They will say, "We blindly followed you in the world, obeying your
commands in anticipation of such a day. We heard the religion from your lips and
accepted it without any question, never expecting to be among the misled". The
misleaders will respond "We did not mislead you. It was you who went astray on
your own. Today, we seek refuge with the Lord from the evil of you misguided
devotees and misled worshipers. We were among the misled, but it was you who
chose to blindly obey us. You lacked reason and followed us by your own choice".

At the end of the previous verse, it is stated that those who enter into punishment will
no longer have the opportunity for any argument, questioning, or response. In this
world, people may argue and question the verses of God, but in the next world, there
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will be no space for debate or justification from those who were misled. For example
in this world, someone may sit in a comfortable and warm place, and deny the verses
of God with reasoning and excuses. But would that same person engage in arguments
about God and His verses while standing at the gallows, facing death with their own
eyes? In the example, the person's choice has not yet been taken away, but on the
Day of Judgment, no one will have the power to argue or make choices. Therefore,
it is better to seek answers to our questions in this world, not on a day when no one
can even speak without the permission of Allah Almighty. God has stated in the
Quran that He has given special value to human beings, as they are the noblest of
creation and the stewards on earth. For this reason, it is not expected that a person
should surrender their intellect to others or obey them without thought.
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Indeed, We have dignified the children of Adam, carried them on land and sea,
granted them good and lawful provisions, and privileged them far above many of
Our creatures.

The excuse these people give to justify their acts of worship is quite revealing. They
say: "We understand God well and regard Him as supreme. We recognize God as the
creator of everything, capable of all things, and superior to all creations. We know
that these esteemed individuals are His servants. Our only aim is to reach God
through them. By seeking the intercession of His righteous servants, [such as the
Imams, saints, and descendants of Imams who are honored and close to Him], we
seek closeness to God. Indeed, our vows and prayers are directed to God, but they
are conveyed through these individuals by their mediation. These noble individuals
hold a high status with God, and because of their esteemed positions, God fulfills our
needs and answers our prayers". This response is exactly what the polytheists in the
era of ignorance said to the noble Prophet of Islam. According to the verses of the
Quran, people in that era believed in God as the creator of the heavens and the earth,
the giver of sustenance, and the true Lord. Their justification is the same as the
statements people make today. Pay attention to the following verses:
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Then and there every soul will face the consequences of what it had done. They all
will be returned to Allah, their True Master. And whatever they fabricated will fail
them. Ask O Prophet “Who provides for you from heaven and earth? Who owns your
hearing and sight? Who brings forth the living from the dead and the dead from the
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living? And who conducts every aftair?” They will surely say “Allah.” Say “Will
you not then fear Him? That is Allah, your True Lord. So what is beyond the truth
except falsehood? How can you then be turned away?”

Also:
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So We destroyed those who were far mightier than these. The examples of
predecessors have already been related. If you ask them who created the heavens and
the earth, they will certainly say “The Almighty, All-Knowing did.” He is the One
Who has laid out the earth for you, and set in it pathways for you so that you may
tind your way.

In fact, just like the people during the time of the noble Prophet of Islam, many
people today are also immersed in ignorance. When the Prophet called the practices
of the pre-Islamic Arabs polytheism/Shirk, people were shocked, because they all
thought that their religion was the religion of the noble Prophet Abraham and that all
their actions were religiously justified. Similarly, people today believe that their
practices are based on the pure Islam of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), an Islam that
has been traditionally passed down to them by their forefathers, yet it is filled with
superstitious polytheism. A Persian poet says:
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"Imitation has ruined the people, Two hundred curses be upon this imitation. "
Modern ignorance is like a vast tent that has overshadowed all the people’s beliefs.
To avoid losing their Haram earnings, the defenders of superstitious and polytheistic
myths continue to make these beliefs appear attractive. This has reached a point
where the ugliness of people's actions appears beautiful to them, and everyone thinks
they are performing the most correct actions among all religions. In fact, they believe
that there is nothing more correct than their thoughts and actions on earth, and since
their thoughts and actions are pleasing and approved by certain individuals, they
must also be pleasing to Allah. What a vain illusion:
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Say “Shall we inform you of who will be the biggest losers of deeds? Those whose
efforts are in vain in this worldly life, while they think they are doing good!” It is
they who reject the signs of their Lord and their meeting with Him, rendering their
deeds void, so We will not give their deeds any weight on Judgment Day.
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It is regrettable that some Muslims who even present themselves as believers and
followers of Islam are committing acts that the Prophet of God (PBUH) clearly
forbade. They hold ceremonies at the graves of some of God's righteous people like
Imams and saints, sit in seclusion engaging in private worship, and construct shrines,
structures, domes, and sanctuaries over their graves. They decorate and adorn these
places, build mosques with golden domes, light lamps and candles, stand humbly in
front of them to pray and make vows, and place their donations and alms in the shrine
boxes. They walk around these shrines as one would around the Kaaba, touch and
kiss them, and stand before them humbly and desperately, seeking supplications and
relief from debts, easing hardships, healing the sick, requesting offspring, victory
over enemies, and more, turning to these individuals as intermediaries to God. Some
even write their wishes and requests on paper and leave them at the tomb instead of
expressing them orally! Thus, they fall into Shirk or polytheism! If we look at the
time of the Prophet, did he build shrines over the graves of the martyrs of early Islam
or the graves of previous prophets? After the conquest of Mecca, the Prophet
instructed Ali (the late fourth caliph), to destroy and remove all the tombs and shrines
in order to eliminate polytheism and heresy. Question: How do the mentioned
superstitions relate to belief?
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And do not be inclined to the wrongdoers or you will be touched by the Fire. For
then you would have no protectors from Dunellah, nor would you be helped.
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But those they invoke besides Allah (Dunellah) cannot create anything, they
themselves are created.
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Chapter 26: Obstacles to Thinking
In the previous sections, it was mentioned that the main condition for the acceptance
of faith by God is thinking and reasoning. The Quran strongly encourages
contemplation, and those who do not think or reflect in their lives are among the most
despised by Allah Almighty. In the following three verses of the Quran, God clearly
states that those who do not reason and those who do not believe are among the most
abominated people:
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Whoever Allah wills to guide, He opens their heart to Islam. But whoever He wills
to leave astray, He makes their chest tight and constricted as if they were climbing

up into the sky. This is how Allah places abomination upon those who disbelieve.
Also:
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It is not for any soul to believe except by Allah’s leave, and He will bring His

abomination upon those who are unmindfiil.
Also:

(22 - Al Anfal Ju) (22) Sylax ¥ 2ol 2501 2ah 1 dee S5 53

Indeed, the worst of all beings in the sight of Allah are the willfully deaf and dumb,
who do not understand.

There have always been several significant barriers to thinking. One of the greatest
barriers is prejudice and dogmatism. This happens when a person becomes so
confident and proud of their own possessions (religion, country, ethnicity, race,
personality, etc.) that they are unwilling to listen to different viewpoints. Even when
they do hear opposing views, they reject them, even if those views are correct. God
has advised all Muslims to express their opinions and listen to the views of others
(both Muslim and non-Muslim) in a open environment of critique and discussion.
Pay attention to the following verse:
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those who listen to what is said and follow the best of it, These are the ones guided
by Allah, and these are truly the people of reason.
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According to the Quran, the wise are those who listen to all speech and follow the
best of it (the term al-qawl/Js is a general word referring to all kinds of speech).

The society that God has envisioned for humanity is one where there is complete
justice and freedom for all people and divine religions. In a true Islamic society,
everyone has the freedom of expression. There is no censorship or inquisition of
beliefs. People's value is not determined by wealth or social status, and everyone is
equal before the law. In this kind of society, individuals can freely share their beliefs
and listen to the views of others. It is within such an environment that after hearing
the speech (al-qawl Jsi), a person can reflect on it. Following the Quran's

recommendation to follow the "best of speech/Js& :.~1" God has stated that truth-

seekers will ultimately turn to the Quran as among all sayings, the word of Allah is
superior, and the true "best of speech" is indeed the Quran:
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Allah has sent down the best message, a Book of perfect consistency and repeated
lessons, which causes the skin of those who féar their Lord to tremble, then their skin
and hearts soften at the mention of the words/Dzikr of Allah. That is the guidance of
Allah, through which He guides whoever He wills. But whoever Allah leaves to stray
will be left with no guide.

Another barrier to thinking is Narcissism or self-obsession, which is unfortunately
on the rise in our society. Individuals afflicted with this dangerous condition value
nothing but themselves. They constantly believe that society has taken something
valuable from them or is blocking their progress. Although there is no doubt that
many societies suppress the valuable personalities of individuals, those with
Narcissism imitate the leaders’ personalities instead of pursuing the truth to free
themselves from the chains of servitude and slavery. These individuals value nothing
but their own words and viewpoints and quickly fall into the abyss of ignorance.
Note that this characteristic manifested in Satan, who was expelled from the presence
of Allah Almighty.

Another barrier to thinking is Low self-esteem (self-deprecation). Individuals who
see themselves as insignificant do not value their own beliefs and thoughts. They
always try to present themselves as the proverbial "doormat" or "lap dog" to others.
The ultimate goal of these people is imitation in all aspects of life (faith and action).
These individuals become humiliated and degraded both in their worldly life and
their eternal life.

Another significant barrier to thinking is shortsightedness. This causes people's
ambitions and desires to become narrow and limited. Nowadays, many people's
ultimate ambitions and desires are to buy a car, obtain a degree, get a salary increase,
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etc. Usually, people's desires are indicative of their personality. The personality of
shortsighted people describes individuals who are satisfied or content and never
protest no matter how much injustice and oppression is inflicted upon them. These
individuals do not question, protest, or seek higher purpose. They are satisfied with
whatever they have, whether it is abundance of superstitions or genuine guidance.
Individuals with the characteristics mentioned above are certainly not reading this
booklet. If you have followed the content up to this point, then you are a truth-seeker
who is searching for the missing link in your life. You are undoubtedly dissatisfied
with the current state of society and are also an noble person who despises the
superstitions prevalent in society. Just know that the knots of the problems mentioned
can only be untied by Allah Almighty and not by anyone else.

Consider the following example: Imagine a father standing with his toddler child on
the seashore. The child plays with the sand on the beach and builds a sandcastle.
After the first sandcastle is built, a wave comes and destroys it. The child builds the
sandcastle again, but this time too, the child is not satisfied with the shape of the built
house and destroys it. The child builds the sandcastle again. The cycle of building
and destroying the castle continues. The child persistently builds and destroys the
sandcastle. The father standing next to his child and watching the scene from above
smiles at the sight. Now, let's raise our perspective higher beyond the father, and look
down at a city. We see the people in the city (father included) like ants, all busy,
similar to the child building the sandcastle. They quickly assemble iron and bricks to
build houses. Fifty years later, the house is demolished, and a new house replaces it.
It seems that this activity never ends.
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This worldly life is no more than play and amusement, but far better 1s the eternal
Home of the Hereafter for those mindfiil of Allah. Will you not then understand?

Human life is not a repeating experience and everyone only has one life. Correcting
one's faith and beliefs is not a manual or physical labor that results in fatigue.
Therefore, every individual should spend some time in their life researching their
faith. A person’s lifespan is like money in their hand, with which they can either
purchase rewards or gather sins for themselves. Someone who reaches the end of
their life without having saved anything for their afterlife is truly at a loss.
Unfortunately, today people think that the real Islam is just what they currently hold,
and because of this assumption, they close their eyes and ears and make no effort to
reflect. Certainly, anyone who believes they always have the best option will never
enter the path of guidance because they always think that since they have the best,
nothing else is even worth hearing. For example, if someone lives in a dirty
environment for a while, they get used to it. Now, if another person objects to this
and invites them to a clean environment, they ignore this offer because they are
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accustomed to the dirty environment, depriving themselves of the pleasure of a clean
environment

Our current duty is only to enlighten other servants of God, and in this path, the
wealth or influence of other countries should not be an obstacle for us. God has
created one person black, another white, one fat, another thin, one tall, another short,
one rich, and another poor. Sustenance is in the hands of Allah Almighty and He
gives to any country He wishes, though He may give less to some countries than
others. What truly matters is how we make use of what we have, not becoming lost
in the illusion or envy of what others possess.
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Do not let your eyes crave what We have allowed some of the disbelievers to enjoy;
the splendor of this worldly life, which We test them with. But your Lord’s provision
18 far better and more lasting.
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We have surely revealed to you a Book, in which is an awakening for you. Will
you not then understand?
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Chapter 27: The Danger of Religious Clerics Who Sell Religion
In this section, we address a key issue that has concerned many readers of this booklet.
Why has our society rapidly moved toward superstition? Before we fully explore this
topic, we would like to hear your thoughts on the following statement. Below is a
sentence that most of us are familiar with and have frequently come across in books,
magazines, and newspapers. The sentence is as follows:
"..he was born into a religious family"

What is your interpretation of this sentence, which you have seen in many different
sources? Take a moment to reflect. There is a subtle point hidden within this
statement. From one perspective, the sentence can suggest imitation. As we know,
God Almighty does not accept imitation in matters of faith under any circumstances.
From one point of view, this sentence indicates that an individual has probably
inherited their faith from their family through imitation. So if an individual reaches
high levels of academic and jurisprudential knowledge, all their efforts may be in
vain if the foundation of their faith is built on imitation. And if this person is also a
leader or a guide for the community, they will lead their entire people astray. As
societies have advanced, it is no longer expected that every individual will acquire
all the skills necessary for life. As a result, tasks and essential specializations are
divided among the members of society. Some become doctors, others engineers,
teachers, and some enter the field of religion. Society assigns these roles to different
groups, and naturally, people place their trust in each other to fulfill these
responsibilities. However, the only group that in many societies has misused this
trust and stepped beyond its role by claiming authority and control, is the group of
worldly individuals who appear under the guise of religion. Like Pharaoh, they have
subjugated all other groups of people. This event has happened repeatedly throughout
history and is not a new occurrence.
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They have taken their rabbis and priests as well as the Messiah, son of Mary, as lords
besides Allah (from Dunellah), even though they were commanded to worship none
but One God. There is no god except Him. Gloritied is He above what they associate
with Him!

When Adi ibn Hatim, who was a Christian at the time and wore a golden cross, came
to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) while the Prophet was reciting the verse above.
He said "We do not worship them" to which the Prophet replied: "Do they not make
the unlawful lawful (Haram to Halal) and you follow them, and they make the lawful
unlawful (Halal to Haram), and you follow them. I said Indeed. The Prophet replied
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that’s worshipping them" (Source: Tirmizi 3095 and Ibn Teymiyah). In this case, the
people are also complicit, because they are the ones who legitimize tyranny by
submitting to non-divine rulings. In doing so, they commit polytheism/Shirk with
God. This same pattern occurred among the Jewish people before and isn’t
something new. Before Islam, their leaders became like deities alongside Allah
Almighty, ruling over the people by force. They devoted all their efforts to collecting
wealth and maintaining their status and power, even if it meant corrupting the
religion, promoting polytheism, and disregarding divine teachings. The scholars
among the Jews, like many leaders today, would tell the people that they could not
understand the Torah on their own and that they must come to them for guidance.
They had turned the Torah into scattered pages, and when someone came to study
the book, they would sell the pages to them.
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And they have not shown Allah His proper reverence when they said “Allah has
revealed nothing to any human being” Say “Who then revealed the Book brought
forth by Moses as a light and guidance for people, which you split into separate sheets,
revealing some and hiding much? You have been taught through this Quran what
neither you nor your forefathers knew.” Say “Allah revealed it!”” Then leave them to
amuse themselves with falsehood.

The people of Prophet Moses can at least present a minor excuse before God, arguing
that the Torah was in the hands of our leaders and we did not have full access to it.
But what excuse can we offer before God? The Quran can be found in all of our
homes, yet no one studies it. An interesting Persian proverb says: "As long as there
are fools in the world, the corrupt are safe". As long as people do not value their
thoughts and act against their own interests the situation will not change:
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For each one there are successive angels before and behind, protecting them by
Allah’s command. Indeed, Allah would never change a people’s state until they

change their own state. And if it is Allah’s Will to torment a people, it can never be
averted, nor can they find a protector other than Him.
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Surely, God has prepared a severe punishment for those leaders who sacrifice their
people for power and wealth, and who keep them blind and deaf to the realities of
religion.
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And so We have placed in every society the most wicked leaders to conspire in it.

Yet they plot only against themselves, but they fail to perceive it.
Also:
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those who hindered others from Allah’s Way, strived to make it appear crooked, and
disbelieved in the Hereafier.

One important point that we all must consider is that the majority holding a belief
does not necessarily make that belief true. In our time, the dominant worldview
across the globe is non-Islamic. If truth were determined by numbers and everyone
blindly followed the majority, then all Muslims would be required to abandon their
faith and enter into disbelief and polytheism. This is also true in our society. Take
the example of Prophet Abraham (PBUH), who was born and raised in a polytheistic
community. The majority in his society worshipped idols, yet he did not conform to
their beliefs. Instead, he reflected on the universe and on himself and arrived at the
truth of monotheism. He never blindly followed the traditions of his ancestors or the
culture of his people. God in the Quran commands each of His servants:
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Do not follow what you have no sure knowledge of. Indeed, all will be called to
account for hearing, sight, and intellect.

Although people have handed over control of both their religion and worldly affairs
to misguided leaders, which has led to various forms of misery and humiliation, when
it comes to matters of faith and belief, many still insist that it is better to consult with
a religious jurist and that the final word must come from them. This way, people
confuse religious jurisprudence with faith itself. Bilal al-Habashi found monotheistic
insight after hearing just two verses of the Quran. In religious discussions, we should
start with foundations of faith and belief, not blindly delve into and imitate others'
viewpoints, comments, and jurisprudence (Juristic issues like minor water impurity
(Qalil), water remaining pure (Korr), essence transformation (Istihaleh), communal
obligations (Wajib), etc.). Misguided leaders use philosophical discussions as a tool
to confuse and deceive people (terms such as necessary existence, possible existence,
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unity of being, substantial motion, impossibility, etC. = sy @iy exgdl (S emddl Cly
&% (s <S>). In this context, where does the Quran truly stand and what is the role

of thinking? When the Quran was revealed to all humanity, Greek philosophy had
already been widespread for a long time in both the Eastern and Western empires.
Despite this, the Quran did not adopt the language of complex philosophy. Instead,
it speaks in clear and relatable terms, encouraging people to reflect on creation, the
universe, and their own selves. This enables all humanity to understand the Quran
and make use of it, not just a select few. The Prophet of Islam did not teach
philosophy but conveyed the concepts of Islam in very simple terms. The
Companions of the Prophet were mostly uneducated individuals from various races
and countries who, despite their lack of formal education and without needing
philosophy, easily embraced Islam and became martyrs in the path of God's religion.
Our final advice is this: Today's generation is more enlightened than previous ones
because in addition to an increase in literacy and awareness, they also live in an era
of science and democracy. The thoughtful generation of today has concluded that
salvation in the hereafter is achieved only through one law: God's law. God's law for
salvation in the hereafter involves having faith free of polytheism (shirk) and
accompanying it with righteous deeds such as prayer, fasting, etc. Certainly, this
salvation does not come from laziness and taking things easy; it also involves many
hardships. The incorrect beliefs of society make life seem easier. It considers shirk
and sin permissible because people believe they can cleanse all sins through self-
flagellation, crying, and wailing in mourning processions during the month of
Muharram (or for Christians: Jesus dying for our sins). God has given us free will to
follow either of these two laws, so it is better to think a little more. Ultimately, after
reflecting on the three main sources of belief and being sure of the truthfulness of
God's promises, each person reaches a point where they must trust in their Creator
and His heavenly book, rely on Allah Almighty, and purify their beliefs of any
superstitions forever. Have we reached this stage?

(54— Al Kahf i) Y 5,08 ST SLayi g i 48" o L 0T s & W82 Jaly

We have surely set forth in this Quran every kind of lesson for people, but
humankind is the most argumentative of all beings.
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Chapter 28: The Pillars of Righteous Deeds
g N B
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You alone we worship and You alone we ask for help. Guide us along the Straight
Path.

Every Muslim, from childhood, grows up hearing the above verses. When praying,
they repeat these verses. In the first part of the verse above, we acknowledge that
worship is solely for Almighty God. Needs and requests should also be directed only
to Him. In the second part, we ask God to guide us to the straight path. God has
clearly explained the concept of "the straight path" in the verse below:
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So hold firmly to what has been revealed to you, you are truly on the Straight Path.
Surely this Quran is a glory for you and your people. And you will all be questioned
about it.

In the verse mentioned, God addresses the Prophet, stating that the straight path and
guidance for humanity lie solely in absolute obedience to the Quran. The words and
opinions of others, including scientific ideas and philosophical materials, are not to
be followed. God tests people after they begin to value and fully reform their faith.
Typically, each individual is tested several times a year. These tests include hardships
such as poverty, illness, and troubles, as well as blessings like financial gain,
university acceptance, and other good events. The important principle is that in all
these instances, one should recognize that all these matters are tests from Allah
Almighty, and their outcomes are already known to Him. However, since only God
knows the outcome and humans are unaware, during divine tests one must trust only
in the pure essence of Allah:

1500 cpddl 0 GRS 18 5 ) G 35 (v) O Y s T Lk BT 08 0T 0l s T ()
(1-3 — Al Ankabut o) (¥) G301 £2lxds
Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think once they say “We believe,” that they will be left

without being put to the test? We certainly tested those before them. And Allah will
clearly distinguish between those who are truthful and those who are liars.

So far, we have dedicated many discussions to faith and belief. In this section, we
will also discuss deeds. We remind you that the Quran has established faith and
righteous deeds as the conditions for salvation on the Day of Judgment:
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Indeed, those who believe and do good will certainly have a never-ending reward.

The criteria for faith were stated in five parts:

-Faith in Allah Almighty without any polytheism/Shirk in belief, as polytheism
corrupts and destroys all human actions.

-Faith in angels and not exaggerating about them.

-Faith in divine prophets and that Muhammad (PBUH) is the last prophet of Allah
Almighty.

-Faith in the heavenly scriptures and that the Quran is the final revelation.

-Faith in the Day of Judgment, heaven, and hell.

Having faith is like opening a bank account, and performing righteous deeds is like
depositing money into this account. Until a person opens a bank account, where will
they deposit their earnings, and what claims can they make later? All righteous deeds
are mentioned in the Quran. Some righteous deeds are obligatory, and failing to
perform them is sinful. The obligatory righteous deeds include:

1- Prayer is a time-bound obligation performed five times a day. Each prayer has its
own call to prayer (Athan), and after the Athan is pronounced, the prayer can be
performed at its designated time. Prayer is the only righteous act that is never waived
from a person under any circumstances (travel, illness, difficulties, unfortunate
events, etc.). It is the only act of worship that has been obligatory for all humans
from the time of Prophet Adam until the Day of Judgment. All divine religions before
Islam also performed their prayers in a similar way to how Muslims pray but
unfortunately due to numerous distortions, this important practice has been forgotten
like many other theological principles. In Islam, prayer exists in its most complete
form (both in recitations and physical actions). Pay attention to the verses below:
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They asked sarcastically, “O Shu’aib! Does your prayer command you that we should abandon

what our forefathers worshipped or give up managing our wealth as we please? Indeed, you are
such a tolerant, sensible man!”

o) (00) Lisa 45 Tie 3155 51505 o%all ART 2 8185 (o8) B3 Yoy 015 g Bakoo B4 ety sl 3 555
(54-55 —Maryam

And mention in the Book, the story of Ishmael. He was truly a man of his word, and was a
messenger and a prophet. He used to urge his people to pray and give alms-Zakat. And his Lord
was well pleased with him.
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Jesus declared “I am truly a servant of Allah. He has destined me to be given the Scripture and to
be a prophet. He has made me a blessing wherever I go, and bid me to establish prayer and give
alms-Zakat as long as I live.
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And when We took a covenant from the children of Israel that “Worship none but Allah; be kind
to parents, relatives, orphans and the needy; speak kindly to people; establish prayer; and pay alms-
Zakat.” But you Israelites turned away, except for a few of you, and were indifferent.
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Then We delivered him [Abraham], along with Lut, to the land We had showered with blessings
for all people. And We blessed him with Isaac and Jacob, as an additional favour, making all of

them righteous. We made them leaders, guiding by Our command, and inspired them to do good
deeds, establish prayer, and pay alms-Zakat. And they were devoted to Our worship.

2- The second important obligation mentioned in the Quran is Zakat, which is
obligatory for individuals who, after securing their financial stability and fulfilling
all their own and their family's life needs, still have surplus income and profit. God
has deemed those who do not pay zakat on their wealth as deserving of punishment.
It is important to note that the 1/5th alms (Khums) does not apply to business profit.
Unfortunately, some individuals, under the guise of religion, have misrepresented
God's rulings on what is haram and halal by imposing Khums on business
transactions and seizing people's wealth in the name of religion. Zakat is calculated
as 1/40th (2.5%) of wealth and must be paid according to Islamic law to the rightful
recipients. The eight categories that zakat is used for are described in verses 59 and
60 of Surah At-Tawbah..

3- Fasting: Fasting is obligatory for Muslims once a year only during the month of
Ramadan.

4- Hajj: Hajj is obligatory for every Muslim who is financially able and physically
capable of performing it at least once in their lifetime.

Some righteous deeds become obligatory under specific circumstances, such as Jihad,
Friday Prayer (the Imam in congregational and Friday prayers must certainly be a
monotheist/Mowahhid), Khums/one-fifth tax (applicable in cases of finding treasure,
minerals, or war spoils, and does not apply to business profits), etc. Meanwhile, some
righteous acts are merely recommended, meaning that failing to perform them is not
sinful, such as giving charity, showing good character, etc.

Just as God has fully explained the pillars of faith so that humans do not err in
identifying them, God has also provided a crucial criterion in the Quran for
recognizing righteous deeds: the approval and pleasure of Allah Almighty. This
means that any action that passes through the filter of the Quran and earns the
satisfaction of God is considered a righteous deed.

123



In previous sections, we saw that someone who accepts the Quran but does not accept
the Prophet (separates between God and His prophets), or someone who selectively
accepts the verses of the Quran, or believes that the Quran has been altered or
tampered with (meaning they accept some verses and reject others), is considered an
unbeliever/Kafir (Verse 150 of Surah An-Nisa). It was also mentioned that the pillars
of faith are precisely present in the Quran and any human being, by reflecting on the
verses of God, will find certainty in them. Righteous deeds are generally mentioned
in the Quran. The characteristics of some actions are described in detail (such as
Wudu), while others are referred to in general terms, and there is no mention of the
physical form of the action (such as prayer). The Quran has instructed Muslims to
follow only Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in performing righteous deeds that are not
physically described in the Quran. This means that for actions like prayer, which are
obligatory for all people, they must be performed in the exact manner demonstrated
by the Prophet of Islam. Pay attention to the following verse:
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Indeed, in the Messenger of Allah you have an excellent example for whoever has
hope in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah ofien.

The Prophet is the role model and guide for performing acts of worship that are not
detailed in the Quran. Additionally:
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Whoever obeys the Messenger has truly obeyed Allah. But whoever turns away, then
"know that” We have not sent you as a keeper over them.

In the previous verse, God has made obedience to the Messenger of God equal to
obedience to Himself. Furthermore:
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Say O Prophet “If you sincerely love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you and
forgive your sins. For Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

In the previous verse, God instructed Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to declare to the
believers that the main condition and sole criterion for righteous deeds is pleasing
God, and this is found in following the actions and behavior of the Prophet. God
presents the Prophet as the only reference for religious practices, and all Muslims
worldwide are required to perform their acts of worship in the way the Prophet did.
We emphasize that the Prophet is the primary reference for actions, but when it
comes to faith and belief, each individual must reach these through their own
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thoughtful reflection. We all must scrutinize our acts of worship and, by researching
the authentic books of the Prophet's biography or consulting with other monotheistic
individuals (Muwahhid), perform our acts of worship exactly as the Prophet did. To
find answers to many religious questions, we should also utilize books and the
internet. The Quran’s commands, which are valid for all generations, never instruct
us to blindly follow the scholars of our time. Instead, it places the Quran and the
Prophet as the true references for our actions. Currently numerous sects have been
formed worldwide, each claiming that true Islam belongs to them (sects claiming that
Ali is God, sects that consider intercession and intervention of Dunellah as valid, etc).
It is our responsibility to ensure our acts of worship pass through the Quran's filter
to purify them of polytheism/Shirk and to seek God's satisfaction by following the
Prophet. We definitely must consider the views of monotheistic individuals when
evaluating our actions. Monotheists, driven by their fear of God, do not deceive
others but instead guide them more swiftly on this path. They have removed
polytheism from their faith and actions and hold firm beliefs in the five pillars of
faith mentioned earlier, thus they can be trusted.

So far in this booklet, we have discussed faith and righteous actions. Here, we simply
state that faith and righteous actions complement one another, and on the Day of
Judgment, faith alone is not sufficient and must be accompanied by actions.
According to the Quran, the prerequisite for the acceptance of righteous deeds is faith.
Meaning if an individual's faith includes even a small amount of polytheism, none of
their deeds will be accepted. However, if a person holds a monotheistic faith in the
five pillars mentioned, then their righteous deeds become the criterion for salvation
from hell:
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Are they awaiting the coming of the angels, or your Lord Himself, or some of your
Lord’s signs? On the Day your Lord’s signs arrive, belief will not benetit those who
did not believe earlier or those who did no good through their faith. Say “Keep
waiting! We too are waiting.”

If a Muslim adheres to the concept of God's Oneness (Tawhid) as outlined, avoids
committing shirk, prays exclusively to God, performs the obligatory acts of worship
(prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, and zakat), and refrains from major sins, God guarantees
100% their entry into paradise. Now, if someone desires to earn additional rewards
and goodness for the afterlife, we have provided an appendix after the final chapter
containing recommended (Mustahab) acts of worship and a list of sins. Failing to
perform these recommended acts is not sinful, but doing them opens the door to great
blessings and rewards. Therefore, if we are seeking a guaranteed path to paradise,
we should make use of this appendix instead of engaging in superstitious practices.
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O believers! Indeed, many scholars, rabbis and priests consume people’s

wealth wrongfully and hinder from the Way of Allah. Give good news of a
painful torment to those who hoard gold and silver and do not spend it in

Allah’s cause.
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Chapter 29: The Value of Ahl Al-Bayt and the Companions

In this section, we will discuss some of the Prophet Muhammad's (PBUH)
companions. As we know, the Prophet secretly preached Islam in Mecca for three
years after his prophetic mission began. During this time, he managed to convert
about forty people in Mecca to Islam. Among the first to accept Islam during these
three years were Khadijah, the Prophet's wife, Ali bin Abitalib, Zaid bin Harith, Abu
Bakr Assiddiq, Uthman Dhul-Nurayn, Abdur Rahman bin Auf, Saad bin Abi Waqqas,
Talha bin Ubayd Allah, Ammar Yasser, Bilal Habashi, Suhaib Rumi, Abu Dhar
Ghaffari, Ja'far bin Abi Talib, and many others. After the Prophet's call became
public in Mecca, many more people embraced Islam, including Hamza, the Prophet's
uncle, Umar bin Khattab, Nuaim bin Abdullah, Amer bin Fuhaira, Abdullah bin
Mas'ud, Abu Hudhaifah bin Utbah, and many others. Those who converted during
this period were among the greatest of the Prophet's companions in terms of faith and
conviction, and they all supported Islam until their death. After ten years of preaching
and inviting in Mecca, the Prophet, along with the Muhajireen (emigrants), migrated
to Medina. In the Quran, those who migrated from Mecca with the Prophet to Medina
are called Muhajireen, and the people of Medina who became Muslims and provided
refuge to the Muhajireen are called Ansar (Helpers). After the Prophet migrated to
Medina, the Aws and Khazraj tribes, who had previously been in conflict with each
other, converted to Islam. Additionally, many of the Jews of Medina also embraced
Islam. The Muhajireen and Ansar showed great sacrifice in the advancement of Islam.
In many battles between the Muslims and the polytheists, it was the Muhajireen and
Ansar who gave up their lives, wealth, spouses, and children, and went to battle. God
revealed the following verse in the Quran to honor the value of the Muhajireen and
Ansar:
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As for the foremost, the first of the Emigrants and the Helpers, and those who follow
them 1n goodness, Allah i1s pleased with them and they are pleased with Him. And

He has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow, to stay there for ever and
ever. That is the ultimate triumph.

In the above verse, God states that due to the services and sacrifices of the
Muhajireen and Ansar in the path of Islam, they have secured God's satisfaction
forever. God has even advised the Tabi'un-Followers (Muslims after the Muhajireen
and Ansar until the Day of Judgment) to seek God's satisfaction by obeying Allah
Almighty and His Prophet and to take the Muhajireen and Ansar as their role models.
God has spoken about the value of the Muhajireen and Ansar in many verses of the
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Quran, making no distinction among the Muhajireen. The Quran speaks well of all
the Muhajireen and promises them Paradise. This is also true for the Ansar. All the
Muhajireen and Ansar sacrificed their lives, wealth, and well-being at a time when
Islam was newly establishing itself among the people, so that today we may have the
Islam that has reached us. Pay attention to the following verse:
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Muhammad i1s the Messenger of Allah. And those with him are firm with the
disbelievers and compassionate with one another. You see them bowing and
prostrating in prayer, seeking Allah’s bounty and pleasure. The sign of brightness
can be seen on their faces from the trace of prostrating in prayer. This is their
description in the Torah. And their parable in the Gospel is that of a seed that sprouts
1ts tiny branches, making it strong. Then it becomes thick, standing firmly on its stem,
to the delight of the planters, in this way, Allah makes the believers a source of

dismay for the disbelievers. To those of them who believe and do good, Allah has
promised forgiveness and a great reward

Unfortunately, today some uninformed and ignorant people insult and curse these
individuals without studying the Quran or being aware of their valuable
contributions:
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As the two recording angels, one sitting to the right, and the other to the lefi, note
everything, not a word does a person utter without having an observer ready to write
1t down.

Pay close attention to the following verses. God has described the state of the
Muhajireen (emigrants), Ansar (helpers), and Tabi'un (followers), which includes
Muslims of today among them:
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for poor emigrants who were driven out of their homes and wealth, seeking Allah’s
bounty and pleasure, and standing up for Allah and His Messenger. They are the ones
true in faith. As for those who had settled in the city and embraced the faith before
the emigrants, they love whoever immigrates to them, never having a desire in their
hearts for whatever is given to the emigrants. They give the emigrants preference
over themselves even though they may be in need. And whoever is saved from the
selfishness of their own souls, it is they who are truly successtful. And those who
come after them will pray “Our Lord! Forgive us and our fellow believers who
preceded us in faith, and do not allow bitterness and envy into our hearts towards
those who believe. Our Lord! Indeed, You are Ever Gracious, Most Mercifiil.”

In the above verse God first describes the situation of the Muhajireen, noting that
they were displaced from their homes and possessions in pursuit of God's satisfaction,
continually supporting God and His Prophet and that they are truly truthful ones. The
Ansar are those who, despite their own needs, donated their possessions to the
Muhajireen and are truly the righteous ones. God even outlines our responsibilities
toward the Muslims who came before us, especially the Muhajireen and Ansar, in
these verses. Today, our duty is to ask God to forgive their sins, keep our hearts free
of envy or malice towards them, and protect them from any slander. Moreover from
now on, we must show greater respect for the esteemed companions of the Prophet
and the Tabi'un. Since God is pleased with them, we should willingly forgive their
mistakes, because all humans are prone to error. Instead of arguing about the
differences among these great figures, we should follow their example in devotion
to God and obedience to the Prophet. God has stated in the Quran:

(141 - Al Bagarah »3) (141) &less Lz o ted G5 20 Sy esud els B ol

That was a community that had already gone before. For them is what they earned
and for you is what you have earned. And you will not be accountable for what they
have done.

Among the most important figures around the Prophet were his wives. The wives of
the Prophet (Allah be pleased with them) are Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Sawda bint
Zam'a, Aisha bint Abi Bakr As-Siddiq, Hafsa bint Umar bin Khattab, Zaynab bint
Khuzayma, Umm Salama bint Abi Umayya, Zaynab bint Jahsh, Juwayriya bint Al-
Harith, Umm Habiba bint Abu Sufyan, Safiyya bint Huyayy, and Maymuna bint Al-
Harith. Regarding the wives of the Prophet, God has stated in the Quran:
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The Prophet has a stronger aftinity to the believers than they do themselves. And his
wives are their mothers. As ordained by Allah, blood relatives are more entitled to
inheritance than other believers and immigrants, unless you want to show kindness
to your close associates through bequest. This is decreed in the Record.

Just as we possess zeal and protectiveness towards God, the Quran, the Prophet, and
the Kaaba, we should also show zeal towards the wives of the Prophet (the Mothers
of the Believers), the Muhajireen and Ansar, and the Tabi'un (which includes
ourselves). Today, each of us represents the Prophet in our neighborhoods, cities,
and countries. Therefore, we should strive to make the Quran our guide in faith and
the Prophet our reference in action. We should emulate the Muhajireen and Ansar in
our obedience to God and His Messenger, and defend the wives of the Prophet as we
would defend our own mothers and sisters. In the first 25 verses of Surah An-Nur,
Muslims who remained silent in the face of slander against Umm al-Mu'minin Aisha
are admonished for their silence and failure to defend her:
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If only the believing men and women had thought well of one another, when you
heard this rumor, and said “This is clearly an outrageous slander!” Why did they not
produce four witnesses? Now, since they have failed to produce witnesses, they are
truly liars in the sight of Allah. Had it not been for Allah’s grace and mercy upon
you in this world and the Hereafter, you would have certainly been touched with a
tremendous punishment for what you plunged into.

Just in the same way, our duty today is to defend the religion of God, His Prophet,
all his noble wives, the Companions, and the Followers. Unfortunately, the
prevailing view today about the Companions and the wives of the Prophet has
replaced reality with the belief that after the Prophet's death, there was a severe
conflict among these individuals. However, authentic and unaltered history tells a
different story. The previous verses also serve as evidence and confirmation of this.
After the death of the Prophet, his Companions and wives sacrificed their lives and
wealth to spread Islam. In conclusion, we will examine a few examples of family
relationships during the Prophet’s lifetime and after his death to better understand
the closeness between these individuals.

The third wife of the Prophet was Aisha, the daughter of Abu Bakr, the first caliph.
The fourth wife of the Prophet was Hafsa, daughter of Umar ibn al-Khattab, the
second caliph. The Prophet married one of his daughters, Ruqayyah, to Uthman ibn
Affan, the third caliph. After Ruqayyah's death, the Prophet married his other
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daughter, Umm Kulthum, to Uthman ibn Affan as well. The Prophet married his
other daughter, Fatima, to Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph. Ali ibn Abi Talib
married his daughter Umm Kulthum to the second caliph, Umar ibn Khattab. After
the death of Abu Bakr, Ali married his widow Asma. Hasan ibn Ali, the fifth caliph,
married Hafsa, the granddaughter of Abu Bakr. Abdullah ibn Amr, the grandson of
Uthman ibn Affan, the third caliph, married Fatima, daughter of Husayn ibn Ali, the
granddaughter of Ali ibn Abi Talib, the fourth caliph. Many other familial and
kinship relationships are observable in the biographies of the Prophet. Centuries have
passed since these historical events happened. Before accepting anyone's statements
about the Companions and the noble wives of the Prophet s we must consult our only
reference, the Quran and examine its definitive views on this matter.
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Those who believed, migrated, and struggled in the cause of Allah, and those
who gave them shelter and help, they are the true believers. They will have
forgiveness and an honorable provision.
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Chapter 30: Practical Ways to Avoid Sin
Avoiding Sins: A list of the most dangerous sins that should be avoided at all costs:
Shirk (associating partners with Allah), Kuf (disbelief), Nifag (hypocrisy), Sihr
(sorcery): According to the Quran, anyone who dies while committing these without
repenting will be in Hell forever and will not be forgiven.
Mourder, suicide, adultery, homosexuality, gender alteration, oppression, usury
(interest), thefi, backbiting and slander, abandoning obligatory prayers, consuming
pork, drinking alcohol, and gambling: These are all major sins, and Allah has warned
us against going even near them.
Let us not forget: even if someone has committed many of these sins, the door of
repentance (Tawbah) is always open with Allah. He is the Most Merciful and
Forgiving, and He forgives all sins. However, repentance has a time limit and a
person must repent quickly, because no one knows what tomorrow may bring. Many
people have gone to sleep hoping for a long life, but their death came that same night,
and they lost the chance to repent. So, let us all repent sincerely in this very moment
for the greatness of our Creator and renew our faith:
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"Say: O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning/, do not

despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is
the Forgiving, the Merciful." (- Az-Zumar - 53)

Practical Ways to Avoid Sin: In this section, we will present several practical
methods for abandoning sins. Many people may have the intention to give up sin, but
due to weak willpower, they return to it again.

1. Repentance (Tawbah): The most important step in abandoning sin is sincere
repentance. That a person sincerely turns to their Lord, seeks forgiveness from Allah,
and firmly resolves not to commit the sin again. Repentance can be done at any time
and place. In the 2nd century after Hijrah, there lived a man named Fudayl ibn Ayad.
He was a corrupt man, a highway robber, and a night thief. Along with an armed
group, he would ambush caravans traveling from Kufa to Mecca and plunder the
travelers’ belongings. One night, while climbing a wall to commit a sin, he suddenly
heard the recitation of a verse from the Quran coming from inside the house:
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Has the time not come for the hearts of those who have believed to be humbled by
the remembrance of Allah? (..+ Al-Hadid - 16)

This verse struck his heart like an arrow. He climbed down and hid in ruins, weeping
and praying: "O Lord! I swear by Your greatness, if You forgive me, I will never
return to sin." That same night, he sincerely repented, A pure Nasooh Tawbah. He
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went to Masjid al-Haram, spent his nights in worship and asceticism, recited the
Quran, and offered advice to people. He, who was once a source of fear, became one
of the most devout and pious men of his time. Many scholars, such as Abdullah ibn
al-Mubarak, narrated from him, and his words on piety and renunciation of the
worldly life became a source of inspiration for pious men and ascetics after him. The
time of repentance is one of the best moments for the acceptance of prayer/Doa.

2. Tagwa (God-consciousness): Taqwa means self-restraint, fearing Allah, and
abandoning sin solely for His sake. Like Prophet Yusuf (Joseph), who ran from sin
and even chose imprisonment over committing sin. If any of us is faced with a
temptation to sin, let us sincerely turn to Allah and say: 'O my Creator and my Lord,
I will not commit this sin out of reverence for Your greatness, so in return, grant me
some other form of goodness.' This moment of sincere piety for the sake of Allah is
one of the best times for Doa. In return for this act of Taqwa (God-consciousness),
Allah Almighty will grant you great goodness somewhere in your life; it may be a
day, a year, or even ten years later, but surely the reward for this deed will come to
you not only in the Hereafter but also in this world as a worldly blessing.

3. Leaving the Environment of Sin: If a person is in a corrupt environment where the
likelihood of committing sin increases, they must leave that environment (gathering,
family, city, country). If you have friends who encourage you to sin, for the sake of
Allah, leave them. If you live in a city where sin is widespread, for the sake of Allah,
migrate from that city. If there are media sources, such as certain TV channels,
satellite programs, or websites, that promote sin, then for the sake of Allah, refrain
from watching them.
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And the Day when the wrongdoer will bite on his hands [in regret] and say, 'Oh, |
wish I had taken with the Messenger a way. Woe to me! I wish I had not taken that
one as a friend.’ (254 Al-Furgan - 27-28)

4. Dhikr (Remembrance of Allah): The constant remembrance of Allah and His
blessed names is one of the most powerful tools for abandoning sin. This method is
strongly recommended by the authors of this book. It is encouraged to repeat the
following dhikr at least a thousand times daily or more if possible. Regular
remembrance of Allah naturally weakens the heart’s attachment to sin. Dhikr of
Allah can be done at any time: while walking, shopping, exercising, during work
break or study break, during travel, on a plane or in a car, etc. One scholar,
Abdulrahman al-Hayani, narrated that a man came to him and said, “I recite
Astaghfirullah & 2z 30,000 times a day”. When asked what effect this had on his

life, he replied, “Swear to Allah, whatever I ask from Allah Almighty, He grants it
to me”. This came from someone whose heart remains constantly connected to Allah
every hour. This practice is especially beneficial for those seeking marriage, income,
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children, success in studies or work, and other needs. Regularly repeat Dhikrs like
Astaghftirullah, SubhanAllah, Alhamdulillah, Allahu Akbar, and La ilaha illa Allah
(&Y Y ST A el ) ) Ol (U aneal) several thousand times each day according to

your capacity and stamina. Pay attention to the advice of Nuh (Noah) in the Quran:
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So 1 said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual Forgiver.

He will send rain from the sky upon you in abundance And give you increase in
wealth and children And provide for you gardens and rivers.' (-5 Nuh - 10-12)

To count your dhikr, you can use the following dhikr counting tools, with the digital
dhikr counter being our main recommendation:

5. Reform: This means identifying and correcting the root cause that leads to sin. For
example, a young person struggling with sexual desires should address it through
marriage. Someone who is unemployed should resolve the issue by finding a job. We
should leave toxic friends and join the circle of faithful and monotheistic companions.
Avoid unlawful (haram) income and strive to earn a lawful (halal) livelihood.
Remove sinful media from our lives and promote pure and Islamic alternatives.

6- Supplication (Dua/Doa): Dua is the greatest weapon of a believer. To overcome
sins, seek help from Almighty Allah through prayer. Dua should never be abandoned,
not even until death, and a person should never think that they no longer need to use
Doa. In reality, even if a person reaches a point in life where they feel completely
self-sufficient, having perfect physical health, abundant wealth and income, a
comfortable and joyful life, an ideal family, and feels that they’ve reached the highest
point in their life, they should still find something to pray for, even if it’s as small as
asking for a single date fruit. Allah is pleased with a person’s supplication, and
through dua, He grants even more goodness in both this world and the Hereafter.
Even the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) used to make dua for things as simple
as animal feed or a pair of shoes. So whatever need you may have, ask Allah for it
through dua, and even if you feel you have no needs, create new needs or desires and
ask Allah for them.
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Chapter 31: The final chapter

Congratulations on completing this book, and well done. Those who seek the truth
will recognize that the arguments presented here are based on the Quran and sound
reasoning, with a clear effort to avoid bias and dogmatism in the discussion of these
topics. Why do some of our countries fail to achieve progress despite having
abundant resources, capable people, and fertile land? After reviewing the previous
sections, it becomes clear that the root of the issue lies in thought and belief. This 1s
a concern that many intellectuals like Mr. Mostafa Hoseini Tabatabaei, Sheikh
Mohammad Saleh Pordel, and Dr. Yunus Yazdanparast insisted on reforming. In this
section, we discuss this issue. As we know, one of God's attributes is Raziq (Provider
of sustenance / 3,), which is an exclusive attribute that cannot be shared. No being

other than Almighty God can claim to share in the act of providing sustenance to
other beings.

We also know that sustenance has always been humanity's greatest concern. In
today's stressful life, most people, like emotionless robots, chase after sustenance
from dawn to dusk. Pay attention to the following verses. God has stated in the Quran
that the sustenance of all human beings is in His hands. While God values human
effort in earning a livelihood, He also reminds us that earning should not become our
main goal. Instead, sustenance should be a means to achieve the true goal, which is
faith and good deeds. Each person’s sustenance is only as much as God has ordained
for them. For example, if someone prepares ten dishes of food for one meal, their
sustenance is only the portion they are able to eat, not all ten dishes. If someone owns
a very large house in one of the world’s most expensive cities, their actual sustenance
is only the space they sleep on at night, roughly one meter by two meters. God has
ordained human sustenance in the Quran and has asked people not to make earning
their ultimate goal, but rather to use it as a means to seek His satisfaction. Of course,
even those who strive for more sustenance will be rewarded by God. Just as God has
created people black or white, fat or thin, tall or short, He has also made some richer
and some poorer. Pay attention to the following verse:
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1If We give people a taste of mercy, they become pridefiil of it. But if they are afflicted
with an evil for what their hands have done, they instantly fall into despair. Have
they not seen that Allah gives abundant or limited provisions to whoever He wills?
Surely 1n this are signs for people who believe.

In the verses below, God emphasizes that humans will never be left without
sustenance, as the main purpose of human existence is to worship Him. However,

135



people have mistakenly forgotten this essential goal and have made earning a living
their primary objective. Typically, each of us has experienced many good and bad
moments throughout our lives. Yet despite these experiences, we have continued to
grow both physically and intellectually. Rest assured, we will continue to live the
rest of our lives in the same way. Until death, we will face many more happy and sad
moments. Just as our sustenance has been provided up to this point, it will continue
to be provided for the remainder of our lives. Considering that God has promised to
provide for His creations, is it not pointless to focus only on earning a living while
neglecting the Creator?
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Do not let your eyes crave what We have allowed some of the disbelievers to enjoy;
the splendor of this worldly life, which We test them with. But your Lord’s provision
18 far better and more lasting. Bid your people to pray, and be diligent and patient in
it. We do not ask you to provide. It is We Who provide for you. And the ultimate

outcome 1s for righteousness.
Also:
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There is no moving creature on earth whose provision is not guaranteed by Allah.
And He knows where it lives and where it is laid to rest. All is in a perfect Record.

If a person makes faith and righteous actions their main goal, and treats earning a
livelihood as a means to achieve that goal, God aligns the entire universe to support
their purpose. A person who has faith without shirk, meaning without associating
partners with God, and who sets Allah’s satisfaction as the standard for their actions,
if they ask God for more sustenance, the Almighty will make the treasures of the
heavens and the earth available to them:
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Had the people of those societies been faithfil and mindfil of Allah, We would have
overwhelmed them with blessings from heaven and earth. But they disbelieved, so
We seized them for what they used to commit. Did the people of those societies feel
secure that Our punishment would not come upon them by night while they were
asleep? Or did they feel secure that Our punishment would not come upon them by
day while they were at play?

136



If you remember, it was mentioned in the previous sections that God assists both
monotheistic believers and polytheists in this world. The materialistic appearances
of the Western world are very deceptive. Our duty in this world is to use our daily
sustenance to achieve our higher goals, and if we desire more sustenance from God,
we should ask Him directly and use it to support our primary purpose.
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Were it not that people might be tempted to become one community of disbelievers,
We would have supplied the homes of those who disbelieve in the Most
Compassionate with silver roofs and stairways to ascend, as well as gates and thrones
fo recline on, and ornaments. Yet all this is no more than an enjoyment in this worldly
life. But the Hereafier with your Lord is for those mindful of Him.

Some Muslim countries are highly restricted. All means of communication such as
television, radio, newspapers, are controlled by a group that vigorously promotes
superstitions and Shirk/polytheism through these platforms. If one of these media
outlets takes a path contrary to the others, it is quickly eliminated from the circle of
communicative media. If our country were to move beyond these restrictions and
allow freedom of expression for all viewpoints, people would be able to examine
different perspectives and choose the “best of speech”. Islam is a divine religion
founded on unity, and God strongly disapproves of any form of division in religion:
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Indeed, you are not responsible whatsoever for those who have divided their faith
and split into sects (Shia). Their judgment rests only with Allah. And He will inform
them of what they used to do.

The divine religion calls for unity, but the sects created by humans are filled with
superstitions. In matters of religious law, halal (permissible) and haram (forbidden),
only God and His Prophet have the authority to legislate and intervene. However, in
religious sects, every scholar believes they have the right to issue rulings. In true
religion, only the Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet are valid references and
evidence, but in religious sects, hundreds of books and quotes are treated as
references. In the divine religion, only God Almighty holds power over the universe.
Imitative belief is discouraged, praising anyone other than God is considered shirk,
and religious rituals remain consistent over time, and so on.

VLT

(103 - Aali Imran o, J7) (103) ... 155 Y5 a0 12 Tyd02s
And hold firmly together to the rope of Allah and do not be divided ...
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With the end of prophecy and prophethood, the responsibility of conveying the true
religion of God now rests on the shoulders of each of us. Certainly, we all know
individuals who are sincere truth-seekers and not influenced by blind prejudice. Let
us try to fulfill our duty, even if it is small, by sharing this book and guiding others,
so we may earn the blessings of Allah Almighty. God says in verse 32 of Surah Al-
Ma'ida that whoever saves a single human being, it is as if they have saved all of
humanity. Let me give you an example. We all remember Habil (Abel) and Qabil
(Cain). Habil was the guided brother, but he was killed by his misguided brother
Qabil. Imagine if Habil had lived. After thousands of years, billions of people could
have descended from his lineage, and many of them might have become monotheists.
Similarly, if Qabil had also found guidance, he could have passed the message of
truth down through generations, reaching billions more.

Each of us is responsible for our family, relatives, and friends. Unfortunately, today
brothers and sisters talk about daily matters but do not speak about faith and
monotheism. The Prophet said, "Any woman who enters hell will take four men with
her: her father, her brother, her husband, and her son, unless they have fulfilled their
duty in conveying the message of guidance to her." This applies to men as well. The
religion of Islam enters the heart through two gates: ethics and faith, and this book
has primarily focused on faith. When preaching, the ethics of a true Muslim should
be based on the example of the divine prophets, especially the noble Prophet of Islam.
Sayyid Qutb said, "Establish the Islamic state in your soul, and then it will be
established on the entire earth." If you encounter questions in this regard, do not
forget the premise of monotheism. There are always monotheistic individuals who
can help answer your questions. With a little effort, you can find them. Praise be to
God, who has granted us guidance and entrusted us with the responsibility of
conveying it to others. We hope that God liberates all of humanity from the chains
of superstition and ignorance, and brings them into the light of faith and reasoning.
Truly, good things come to those who wait.

? S sl (80) casks 585 B 135 (79) ceitdy ol 36 oy (78) Lonis 5 il ol

(78-82 — Ash Shu'ara saz) (82) ool 535 siks | ks of 4l oills (81) o2
the One Who created me, and He alone guides me. the One Who provides me with
food and drink. And He alone heals me when I am sick. And He will cause me to die,

and then bring me back to life. And He is Who, I hope will forgive my flaws on
Judgment Day.
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And whoever defies the Messenger after guidance has become clear to them

and follows a path other than that of the believers, We will let them pursue
what they have chosen, then burn them in Hell, what an evil end!

(33— Fussilat cai) ozl o o JB5UL fussafl [ 155 L EVE el vy

And whose words are better than someone who calls to Allah, does good,
and says “l am truly one of those who submit (Muslims)”’?

(36- Az Zumar ) Is Allah not sufficient for His servant? — 8. SIS i1 o
Doctor Abdullah - English — #15, 5 & ax, 5 Se 23l

2006— First Edition

2020- Second Edition

2025 — Third Edition

(The zakat (obligation) of knowledge is spreading it. Please share/distribute this book
to every free thinker. Please don’t forget me, my wife, and our families in your
prayers and Dua)
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Appendix: Are You Seeking More Blessings and Reward?
This small appendix has been prepared for those seeking to earn more goodness and
rewards. We must emphasize that a monotheistic Muslim, if (1) they avoid
polytheism/Shirk and major sins and only (2) perform the five daily prayers on time,
(3) fast during the month of Ramadan, (4) perform Hajj once in their lifetime, (5)
give zakat if they meet the conditions, and (6) pray/supplicate only to Allah, then
Allah has prepared Paradise for them. However, if someone seeks to earn additional
rewards, instead of following the lies of false religious scholars who sell religion,
they can use the prayers below. A Muslim, instead of engaging in polytheism,
seeking intercession from the dead and imams, participating in superstitious acts such
as chest-beating, self-flagellation with swords and chains, and mourning rituals of
Ashura and Arbaeen (cx) s \sile), Instead of reading fabricated hadiths, consulting

fortune-tellers, sorcerers, and spell-writers, and instead of reciting thousands of
fabricated, polytheistic chants created by unknown individuals, should recite the
following prayers and earn great rewards.
These prayers/Doa have been extracted from authentic hadiths of the Prophet, and
their sources are fully detailed in the second volume of the book. If you were told
that you had only one day left to live, what would you do on that day? Would you
stay away from sin and seek forgiveness? Would you return what you have
wrongfully taken from others and ask for pardon? Would you give charity and read
the Quran? Why do we not do these things now, while we do not know how many
days we have left to live? The divine law is that every living being will die, and old
age is not an only condition for death.
Doa is one of the greatest forms of worship and is so exalted and cherished in the
sight of Almighty Allah that it can remove punishment, even if its occurrence is
imminent and certain. Doa is so important that neglecting it brings about the wrath
of Allah. A Muslim, by completely abandoning polytheism and upholding
monotheism, performing prayer, fasting, giving zakat, performing Hajj, and making
Doa, will enter Paradise. But if we wish to gain even more rewards, we should use
the Doa below:
The Virtue of Tasbih (Glorification), Tahmid (Praise), Tahlil (Declaration of Faith),
and Takbir (Exaltation) » 5 Jolé (e (st The Messenger of Allah said:

(96 e 236 5 d0s Lt 55 5L o 3 oihy ) D5l 106 29).
(Whoever says ‘SubhanAllah wa bihamdih’ (Glory is to Allah and praise is to Him)
one hundred times a day, his sins will be forgiven even if they are as abundant as the
foam of the sea.)
He also said "Whoever recites the following supplication ten times will receive a
reward equivalent to freeing four descendants of Ismail":

(58 oo o5 B shs s aly A 4 o Gl 5 Y sasg i ) ) V)
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(There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, alone, without any partner. His
18 the sovereignty and all praise, and He 1s capable of all things.)

He further stated "7here are two phrases that are easy to say but heavy on the scales
of deeds and beloved to the Most Merciful:" (.3 & S5t o325 4 S2)

(Glory is to Allah and praise is to Him. Glory is to Allah the Almighty.)
Most of the supplications of the Messenger of Allah included this invocation:

(201 — Al Baqarah .2 {,L&d‘\' ONie Usg Bos 5J>G’T &5 Ao G 3 Bk 1
(Our Lord, grant us good in this world and good in the Hereafter, and save us fiom
the punishment of the Fire.)
The Virtue of Ayat al-Kursi (The Throne Verse 5! &):

Whoever recites Ayat al-Kursi after every obligatory prayer, nothing stands between
him and entering Paradise except death. Whoever recites this verse at night will be
protected from jinn until morning. It is noteworthy that the hadith does not mention
blowing into one's hands and wiping them over the body after reciting Ayat al-Kursi.
What is prescribed and in accordance with the Sunnah of the Prophet is only the
recitation of Ayat al-Kursi. The recommended practice is to recite it after every
prayer and before sleeping.
Al el V) B ik 0T 5 i o80T 5 U ogeall s A e BV AT SN VAT
Sall ghs e gl 355 Y3 oVl ofandl o g dle G ) e o Gy Ol Vil g ref i i
.%(255— Al Baqarah o 3;) (‘,«.E_JT

(Allah—there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of all existence.
Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the
heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except
by His permission? He knows what 1s before them and what will be after them, and
they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He wills. His Throne
extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation does not tire Him. And
He is the Most High, the Most Great.)
Recitation of Surah Al-Kahf on Friday: The Messenger of Allah said:

(s G5 U s o sl it o o iS5 13 )
(Whoever recites Surah Al-Kaht on Friday, a light will shine for him from that Friday
to the next).
The Doa of Sayyid al-Istighfar (The Master of Seeking Forgiveness L.Vl ..):

Whoever recites the following supplication sincerely at night and dies that night, or

recites it in the morning and dies that day, will enter Paradise:

S el (Eain U e Ol Sl (Zakin G A5 5 Sage B ol Al oy el (2SN )Y g5 23 )
(-8 8 8 Y 85 4 5880 (3 1y (e Sy

(O Allah! You are my Lord. There is no true deity except You. You created me, and

1 am Your servant. I remain faithful to Your covenant and promise to the best of my
ability. I seek refiige in You fiom the evil of what I have done. I acknowledge Your
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blessings upon me, and I confess my sins. So forgive me, for none forgives sins
except You.)
Additionally, the following Doa should be recited in the morning and evening;:
I8 o 7 1o S 0 BN ) Y BT SEET Sy 5 3 o D5 ¢ 5y et 26 sy S s 240
(oot Q84T 51 sl o o DT Oy a5 0L 32
(O Allah, Knower of the unseen and the seen, Creator of the heavens and the earth,
Lord and Sovereign of all things, I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of
worship except You. I seek refiige in You from the evil of my own self, fiom the evil
of Satan and his Shirk traps, from committing any wrong against myselt, and fiom
bringing harm to another Muslim.)
Doa to be Recited Four Times for Salvation from Hellfire: Whoever recites the
following supplication once, one-fourth of his body is freed from Hellfire. Whoever
recites it twice, half of his body is freed. If recited three times, three-fourths of his
body is freed, and whoever recites it four times will be completely saved from
Hellfire:
MAGUCHSNERES IO ARV IS PO BT IGE G PRI FESR GG IR 1)
(335 Al Tz
(O Allah! This morning, I bear witness before You, before the bearers of Your
Throne, before Your angels, and before all of Your creation that You are Allah—
there is no deity worthy of worship except You alone, without any partner. And
Muhammad 1s Your servant and messenger. ) [At night, replace "This morning &2

" with "This evening i3l "]

e 3k 555t A R0 6 a 83T T ST Y o 1 e 14D oo 1 sl 10 s 1 e 4L)
(AN Y G e

(O Allah! Grant me well-being in my body. O Allah! Grant me well-being in my

hearing. O Allah! Grant me well-being in my sight. There is no deity worthy of

worship except You. O Allah! I seek refuge in You from disbeliet, poverty, and the

punishment of the grave. There 1s no deity worthy of worship except You.)

Whoever recites the following supplication seven times in the morning and evening,

Allah will suffice him in all important matters of this world and the Hereafter, and

He will remove his difficulties: (.2l ssah &5 585 E055 e 34 91 ) Y 21 20)

(Allah is sufficient for me; there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. Upon

Him, I rely, and He is the Lord of the Great Throne.).

Recite 100 Times: Whoever recites the following supplication 100 times every day

will have all their sins forgiven, even if they are as numerous as the foam of the sea:

(525 il D)

(Glory is to Allah, and all praise 1s due to Him.)

Recite 10 Times: Whoever recites the following supplication 10 times after the Fajr

(morning) or Maghrib (evening) prayer will receive the reward of freeing ten slaves
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from the descendants of Ismail. Additionally, for each recitation, ten good deeds will
be recorded for him, ten sins will be erased, and no sin will harm him that day unless
he commits Shirk (associating partners with Allah):
(58 ood 8 o oy dasd g LD 4 s Vs Y 4 )
(There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, alone, without any partner. His 1s
the sovereignty, and to Him belongs all praise, and He has power over all things.)
Recite 3 Times in the Morning: Reciting the following Doa 3 times in the morning
carries the same reward as reciting other supplications throughout the entire day:
(4018 515 4258 Bjg a3 cadlt 302 o3z i D)
(Glory 1s to Allah, and all praise is due to Him—>by the number of His creation, by
His own satisfaction, by the weight of His Throne, and by the ink of His words.)
Recite 100 Times Daily: To relieve financial difficulties and bring blessings into
one’s livelihood and provisions, recite the following supplication 100 times daily, as
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to seek forgiveness more than 100 times a day:
(- &3ty do ksl
(1 seek forgiveness fiom Allah and turn to Him in repentance.)
Recite 3 Times in the Morning and Evening: Anyone who recite this Doas three times
in the morning and three times in the evening, it will be on Allah to satisfy him on
the day of judgement:
(5 T 5 le b Jo s sl Sy 5T B4 L)
(1 am pleased with Allah as my Lord, with Islam as my religion, and with Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him) as my Prophet.)
(el st 385 20201 3 Y5 2301 3 302 i o 2 Y o) i 2
(In the name of Allah, with whose name nothing can cause harm in the earth or in
the heavens, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.)
Recite 3 Times at Night: Whoever recites this Doa three times every night or morning
will be protected from harm during that day or night:
(G5 U 52 2 U ol S32)
(1 seek refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the evil of what He has created.)
The Virtue of Sending Salutations Upon the Prophet (PBUH) Allah says:

(56 — Al Ahzab Ci-¥1) ke Tealeg oo \}L\p Toal J.\J\ Pi¢ sJ\ e djlw ASVLJ & q\
(Indeed, Allah and His angels send blessings upon the Prophet. O you who have
believed, send blessings upon him and greet him with peace and submission.)
The Prophet (PBUH) said: (.1,:¢ & «fe i o 8 e Jo )

( Whoever sends 1 blessing upon me, Allah will send 10 blessings upon him in return).
Doa for Relief in Times of Hardship: Whoever calls upon Allah with this Doa during
times of distress, Allah will answer their prayer:

(Gl e ) Sss &S Y 4 Y)
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(There is no deity worthy of worship except You. Glory be to You! Indeed, I have
been of the wrongdoers.)
A highly recommended Doa to be recited immediately when a calamity and life
problems strike:

(L s Gty smad 2 gt 22D g, ) B & )
(Indeed, we belong to Allah, and indeed, to Him we shall return. O Allah, reward me
in my aftliction and replace it for me with something better.)
And also the Doa (53 %5 & Wes) during times of hardship, which was the prayer of

Prophet Abraham (PBUH) and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
(Allah suffices us, and He is the best disposer of afiairs).
Doa for Traveling and Leaving the House: Whoever recites this Doa upon leaving
their home or embarking on a journey will be told: “You have been guided, sufficed,
and protected,” and the devils will stay away from them:
(B4 885 I Vg o o 8IS A )
(In the name of Allah, I place my trust in Allah. There is no power and no strength
except through Allah.)
Doa of Gratitude: Highly Recommended Doa of Gratitude After Success or in Daily
Life: After achieving victory, success, or even in normal daily circumstances:
(B 28 &5 & dad)
(All praise belongs to Allah, the way He deserves them.)
Additionally, performing Sajdah al-Shukr (prostration of gratitude) carries great
rewards. During this prostration, one can recite Doa of seeking forgiveness and
thanking Allah.
Highly Recommended Doa for Sincere Repentance (Istighfar):
(GLalS Dhleg 4o Ljp amcds Liys ails sle 4l Coily wliel] ] dicn)
(1 seek forgiveness from the Almighty Allah and turn to Him in repentance, by the
number of His creation, by His satistaction, by the weight of His Throne, and by the
ink of His words.)
(A shorter version: "Astaghfirullah ‘adada khalqgihi > s> & " — "I seek
forgiveness from Allah by the number of His creation. ")
The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "Whoever recites the following Doa, Allah
will forgive their sins, even if they had fled from the battlefield:"
(o) o3 2328 20 AN ) Y ool ol @ szanh)
(I seek forgiveness fiom Allah, the Almighty, who alone is worthy of worship, the
Ever-Living, the Sustainer, and I turn to Him in repentance.)
Also, this Doa of forgiveness is recommended in the morning, and before sleep:

STy cahse Rl 2 RIS RPL] vy T Dl saall SULT ) 2l s Vig Al g Al SO ) 2d)

NN JEet OF Slaalany 3550 (B35 o9 (AL oy ok 08 (A Ty (X e 619»\ gy
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(O Allah, I ask You for well-being in this world and the Hereafter. O Allah, I ask
You for forgiveness and well-being in my religion, my worldly affairs, my family,
and my wealth. O Allah, conceal my faults and grant me security from my fears. O
Allah, protect me from in front of me, from behind me, fiom my right, from my left,
and from above me. And I seek refuge in Your greatness from being taken suddenly
from below me.)

Recommended Doa from the Prophet (PBUH):

Ay By Uy By Sy B 338y iy U ey B8 sk e i R B B s By iy S8 & ke 241)
(b S oy J Yoy s

(O Allah, place light in my heart, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on my
right, light on my left, light above me, light beneath me, light in front of me, and
light behind me. And grant me light on the day I meet You.)
The Obligation and Importance of Supplication at All Times:
The Prayer of Prophet Moses in the Quran, Surah Taha: A Doa recited during times
of contests, trial, speeches, business, and undertaking any task:

(58 153 gl 2 308 ol 31 525 10 4 1530 &)
(My Lord, expand my chest and ease for me my task and untie the knot from my
tongue that they may understand my speech.)
Doa of Ramadan:
First ten days, Days of Mercy: (o) 52 &% 1535 58 &), (My Lord, forgive and have
mercy, and You are the best of the mercifill).
Second ten days, Days of Forgiveness: (< &5 3 Jf YO i), (1 seek forgiveness
from Allah, my Lord, from every sin, and [ repent to Him).
Last ten days, Days of seeking refuge from the Fire: ;& o g ;ﬁﬂ), (O Allah, protect

me from the Fire).
Virtue of the Nights of Qadr (Laylat al-Qadr):

o 8- -

Allah Almighty says: (#s ff 22 s 380 &), (The Night of Decree is better than a

thousand months); meaning the value of one Night of Qadr equals a thousand months,
which is about thirty thousand nights or over 82 years. We should not miss praying,
supplicating, and reading the Quran on the Nights of Qadr.

Virtue of Reciting and Completing the Quran: The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said: "Whoever recites a letter from the Quran will receive one good deed, and each
good deed is multiplied tenfold" (Ibn Majah). Also, completing the Quran is among
special times when Doa is accepted.

The Prophet said: (ile5 o4 v*’” i i532), (The best among you are those who learn the

Quran and teach 1t).

Virtue of Reciting Surah Al-Ikhlas: The Prophet (PBUH) said that reciting Surah Al-
Ikhlas is equivalent to reciting one-third of the Quran. (Bukhari 5015, Muslim 811,
Ahmad 11053)
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Virtue of Reciting Surah Al-Fatiha: The Prophet said Surah Al-Fatiha is the greatest
chapter of the Quran (Bukhari 4474 and Ahmad 15730). Also, an angel greeted the
Prophet and said: "Glad tidings to you of two lights given to you which were not
given to any prophet before you: Surah Al-Fatiha and the last verses of Surah Al-
Baqarah (285 and 286)" (Muslim 806 and Nasai 912).
Special times and places for Doa: Note that Doa is obligatory at all times and in all
places (056 G4 sy @pj/f ) (Indeed, My earth is spacious, so worship Me alone)
(Al-Ankabut-56). This means that Doa is required at all times and in all places, and
Allah hears human prayers. However, there are certain times and conditions in which
the chances of having one’s Doa answered are significantly higher. If Allah grants
you the opportunity to experience the following times, please do not forget to include
me, my spouse, the authors of this work, our families, the preachers to Islam, the
Mujahideen, and the entire Muslim community in your prayers:
When it rains (during the rain), Between the two sermons of the Friday prayer
(Jumu’ah khutbahs), In the last third of the night after midnight, At the time of sincere
repentance, A parent's Doa for their child, The Doa of the oppressed, During
prostration (Sujood), The prayer of the sick and the traveler, At times of weakness
and desperation, The Doa of a fasting person in Ramadan, At the time of breaking
the fast (Iftar), During the last ten nights of Ramadan, On the Night of Qadr (Laylatul
Qadr), Between the call to prayer (Adhan) and the Igamah, In the midnight, The Doa
of pilgrims (Hujjaj) during the Sa’i between Safa and Marwah and at the Jamarat,
While drinking Zamzam water, During visits to the sacred sites of Makkah and
Madinah, During the Day of Arafah, After reciting Surah Al-Fatiha, After
completing the Quran, etc.
Sunnah (Voluntary) Prayers: Sunnah prayers are extra prayers performed in addition
to the obligatory prayers for extra rewards. Whoever performs the twelve units
(rak'ahs) of the Sunnah Nafl prayers during the day completely, Allah will build a
house for them in Paradise: 4 rak'ahs before Dhuhr, 2 rak'ahs after Dhuhr, 2 rak'ahs
after Maghrib, 2 rak'ahs after Isha, and 2 rak'ahs before Fajr (Ibn Majah, 1140).
Sunnah Prayer Before Fajr (Dawn Prayer): This is a 2-unit (rak’ah) prayer performed
before the Fajr prayer.
Virtue: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:
(s U3 L 50 55 320 )

(The two rak’ahs of Fajr (Sunnah) are better than the world and everything in it)
(Sahih Muslim, 725).
Sunnah Prayer Before Dhuhr (Noon Prayer): This is a 4-unit (rak’ah) prayer
performed before the Dhuhr prayer.
Virtue: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: }

(O (o sies s 2l 45 oS 5l S o)
(Whoever prays four rak ahs before Dhuhr, Allah will make his body forbidden for
the Hellfire) (Ibn Majah, 1237).
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Sunnah Prayer After Dhuhr: This is a 2-unit (rak’ah) prayer performed after the
Dhubhr prayer.

Sunnah Prayer After Maghrib (Evening Prayer): This is a 2-unit (rak’ah) prayer
performed after the Maghrib prayer.

Sunnah Prayer After Isha (Night Prayer): This is a 2-unit (rak’ah) prayer performed
after the Isha prayer.

Recommended Doa After Obligatory Prayers:

Seeking Forgiveness (Istighfar) —Astaghfirullah & .1 (Forgive me Allah) — recite

3 times.
Tasbih (Glorifications) — SubhanAllah & o\~.. (Glory be to Allah) — recite 33 times.

Praise (Hamd) - Alhamdulillah 4 ..+ (All praise is due to Allah) — recite 33 times.
Declaration of Greatness (Takbir) - AllahuAkbar »s1 & (Allah is the Greatest) — recite

33 times.
Then (pLYly JS41 15 b S ¢ 42D Shany 3520 Eof 240)
(O Allah, You are Peace, and from You 1s peace. Blessed are You, O Possessor of
majesty and honor.)
According to most narrations from the prophet, reciting the Following 10 Times
After Each Prayer:
(o o % 08 e oy ab A A s Y sy, Yy 4 Y)

(There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, alone, with no partner. to Him
belongs the kingdom, and to Him belongs all praise, and He has power over all
things.)
Or according to another narration, alternative recitation after Maghrib and Fajr:

(}%32&2)}5&3}33%}&4iz;\ﬂjé,@uz]‘ﬁ&;wx}j&\%ww)
(There 1s no deity worthy of worship except Allah, alone, with no partner. His is the
kingdom, and to Him belongs all praise. He gives life and causes death, and He has
power over all things.)
The first Doa is mentioned in most narrations and is widely practiced, but the second
one has also been narrated authentically and is correct.
Whoever recites Surah Al-Ikhlas, Al-Falaq, and An-Nas after each obligatory prayer
and three times in the morning and evening, will be sufficed from anything.
Also whoever recites Ayat al-Kursi after every obligatory prayer and dies, will enter
Paradise.
Duha Prayer (.~ o5.): The Sunnah Duha prayer is performed after sunrise until

the time of Dhubhr. It is performed with a minimum of two rak'ahs and a maximum
of eight rak'ahs.

Tahiyyat al-Masjid Prayer (4= 4£): 2 rak'ahs of prayer performed upon entering

any mosque.
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Tahiyyat al-Wudu Prayer (ss24" 4£): 2 rak'ahs of prayer performed immediately after

performing a proper ablution (wudu), as the Prophet (PBUH) used to do.
Funeral Prayer (s3u3 e30): A 4-unit (rak'ah) prayer performed over the corpse of a

Muslim monotheist. This prayer does not include bowing (ruku) or prostration
(sujud) and is performed while standing
Tahajjud, Qiyam-Al-Layl, Witr prayers (55 5 JoU! old 5 4x5): Tahajjud refers to night
prayer performed in midnight or after the night sleep, with a minimum of two rak’ahs,
but can be prayed up to 20 rak’ahs in sets of 2 rak’ahs. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
(U1 85 iy dll dny 3D Ll
(The best prayer after the obligatory prayers is the night prayer (Qiyam al-Layl))
(Sahih Muslim 730).
Witr Prayer is performed after Tahajjud as the final night prayer, consisting of 1
rak’ah, 3 rak’ahs, or more. In the last rak’ah, after ruku (bowing), Qunut Doa can be
recited to seek special requests from Allah. This Doa is usually known as the Qunut
prayer.
Voluntary Fasts: Many voluntary fasts have been recommended by the Noble
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). These fasts are not obligatory but performing them is
recommended and brings great reward.
Ashura Fast: Fasting on the day of Ashura, which according to the Prophet’s hadith
expiates the sins of the past year (Muslim 1162). The Ashura fast is not related to the
martyrdom of Imam Hussain (may Allah be pleased with him) or to the Jewish
celebration of deliverance from Pharaoh.
Arafah Fast: Fasting on the day of Arafah, according to the Prophet’s hadith, results
in forgiveness of sins of the past year and the coming year. (Muslim 1162, 197).
Monday and Thursday Fasts: The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said that on Mondays
and Thursdays, Allah forgives every Muslim except two who have a grudge against
each other (Ibn Majah 1740 and Tirmidhi 747).
Six Days After Ramadan (The First Six Days of Shawwal): The Prophet (PBUH)
said whoever fasts Ramadan and then follows it with six days of Shawwal has the
reward as if fasting the entire year (Muslim 1164).
Fasts on the 14th, 15th, and 16th of Each Hijri Month: The Prophet said whoever
fasts these three days is like fasting the entire month (Bukhari 1124, Muslim 1160).
Feeding the Fasting Person (Iftar): The Prophet (PBUH) said whoever helps a fasting
person to break their fast, receives the same reward as the fasting person, without
diminishing the fasting person’s reward (Tirmidhi 807).
Tasbih and Dhikr (53 5 z+): Tasbih and dhikr play an important role in human life
and can be recited at any moment of the day; while walking, before and after prayers,
before sleeping and upon waking, while driving or shopping, during exercise, and in
many other situations. Here are some important examples of dhikr and their rewards.
Anyone can recite these dhikrs as many times as they want throughout the day and

148



benefit from their rewards. However, to receive the full reward mentioned, they
should be recited the specified number of times below:

& 3wl SubhanAllah (Glory be to Allah): 100 times: Earns 100 good deeds or erases

100 sins and mistakes.
eli2y 4l vl SubhanAllahi wa bihamdih (Glory be to Allah and praise Him): 100

times: Forgiveness of sins even if as vast as the sea.
& Jd3 & bl SubhanAllahi walhamdulillah (Glory to Allah & all praise to Allah):

100 times: Its value fills the space between the heavens and the earth.
0.4%7 wladll &l Ol SubhanAllahi al-*Azim wa bihamdihi (Glory be to Allah the Great

and praise Him): any number: For each recitation, a tree is planted for you in Paradise.
P,Ja...n & Sl okiky & Sl SubhanAllahi wa bihamdihi, SubhanAllahi al-‘Azim
(Glory be to Allah and praise Him; glory be to Allah, the Almighty): any number:
Words that are heavy on the scale and beloved to the Merciful God.

8 eoh U8 I 3hg Jidh g QUL 4 & Bk ¥ 8335 4 ¥y 4) ¥ La ilaha illa Allahu wahdahu la
sharika lahu, lahu almulk wa lahu alhamd wa huwa “ala kulli shay’in qadeer ( 7here
1s no god but Allah alone; He has no partner. His is the dominion and His is the praise,
and He is over all things competent): 100 times: The reward is equal to freeing ten
slaves; 100 good deeds are written, 100 sins erased, and protection from Satan.

&y ¥y 558 Y5 J3= ¥ La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah ( There is no power and no
strength except with Allah): 100 times or any number: A treasure from the treasures
of Paradise.

il & & Lid AThamdulillahi rabbil ‘alamin (Praise to Allah, Lord of the Worlds):

100 times: Fills the servant’s scale with good deeds.

B2 G Je gyby okey o i Allahumma salli wa sallim wa barik ‘ala sayyidina
Muhammad (O Allah, send Your blessings, peace, and grace upon our Master
Muhammad): 100 times: Whoever sends blessings on the Prophet morning and
evening will be granted the Prophet’s intercession on the Day of Judgment.

2T oY) ) 95 & Jadg i bl SubhanAllah, walhamdulillah, wa la ilaha illa Allah,
wallahu akbar (Glory be to Allah, and praise be to Allah, and there is no god but
Allah, and Allah is the Greates?): 100 times: The most beloved words to Allah; erases
sins, plants a tree in Paradise for the reciter, protects from Hellfire, and are more
beloved to the Prophet (PBUH) than anything the sun has risen upon. Also
considered among the "enduring good deeds."

3 &gt A et Astaghfirullaha wa atubu ilayh (7 seek forgiveness from Allah and

repent to Him): 100 times: 100 good deeds recorded, 100 sins wiped out, and
protection from Satan until night.

& ) 4y ¥ La ilaha illa Allah: 100 times: Of the best dhikr.

149



ST 8 Allahu Akbar: 100 times: For each time, 20 good deeds are recorded and 20

sins erased.

S5l (@Rl o s ST dig G Yy @) Y5 W Mdg W b SubhanAllahi,
walhamdulillahi, wa la ilaha illa Allah, wallahu akbar, Allahumma ighfir li,
Allahumma irhamni, Allahumma urzuqni (Glory be to Allah, and praise be to Allah,
and there is no god but Allah, and Allah is the Greatest. O Allah, forgive me, have
mercy on me, and provide for me): 100 times: For blessings in this world and the
Hereafter.

3 Sl \-Jo S 1 4y A3 Alhamdulillahi hamdan kathiran tayyiban mubarakan fihi

(Praise be to Allah, abundant, good, and blessed praise): 100 times: The Prophet said:
“I saw twelve angels racing to write this dhikr to see who would raise it highest.”

euoly 5555 i Blsuieg (1€ b Aad13 (1 28T %0 Allahu akbaru kabira, walhamdulillahi kathira,
wa subhanAllahi bukratan wa asila (A/lah is the Greatest, very great; and praise be

to Allah, abundant; and glory be to Allah, morning and evening): 100 times: The
Prophet said: “I was amazed by this dhikr; the gates of heaven were opened for it.”
ijm@s%b,@m L LA g w1 J7 P Mv\&;mwmd\ @sjm&yﬁu\
L LA dy g \J..\‘_j\&cj(,..awskm,s)u LJ-\.&J\
Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala ali Muhammad kama sallayta ‘ala Ibrahim
wa ‘ala ali Ibrahim innaka Hamidun Majid, Allahumma barik ‘ala Muhammad wa
‘ala ali Muhammad kama barakta ‘ala Ibrahim wa ‘ala ali Ibrahim innaka Hamidun
Majid (O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and upon the family of
Muhammad, as You sent blessings upon Ibrahim and upon the family of lbrahim.
Indeed, You are Praiseworthy and Glorious. O Allah, bless Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, as You blessed Ibrahim and the family of lbrahim. Indeed,
You are Praiseworthy and Glorious): 100 times: For each time, ten sins are wiped
out, the person is raised ten ranks, and Allah sends blessings on him ten times
Sadaqah Jariyah (Ongoing Charity): Sadaqah Jariyah refers to charitable acts whose
benefits continue even after a person’s death; and the prayers of Muslims and the
rewards of these deeds are added to the person’s record of good deeds for a long time,
even until the Day of Judgment. The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) mentioned some
examples of such deeds in various hadiths, such as: building a mosque, having a
righteous child who prays after one’s death, digging a water canal or well, building
a shelter for travelers, a knowledge that benefits people, publishing Quran books that
people can use, etc. There are many forms of Sadaqah Jariyah, that each of us can
ensure that our good deeds continue to earn us rewards daily and monthly even after
our death. This is the best and greatest investment. Here are several examples of
Sadagah Jariyah you can take part in, which will continue to benefit you long after
death, even until the Day of Judgment:
Publishing Islamic books such as “7The Wise Human’, Building mosques,
Sponsoring orphans and caring for them, Establishing schools, hospitals, and
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universities for Muslims, Planting trees, Raising righteous children, Dedicating
commercial wealth to Islamic causes, Printing and distributing the Quran, Guiding
non-Muslims to Islam through speech or writing, Spreading Islam through social
media platforms (videos, podcasts, audio content, and other media).

As an example, we will share with you a real incident of a Sadagah Jariyah. During
the time of the Prophet (PBUH), Hazrat Uthman ibn Affan purchased a water well
and a date orchard from a Jewish man and dedicated them for Muslim use as a
charitable endowment (waqf). This water well and orchard continued to benefit
Muslims even after Hazrat Uthman’s death. During the Umayyad Caliphate and
thereafter, the well was preserved, and the date orchard expanded, and its blessings
were distributed in Uthman’s name. Today, the government of Saudi Arabia has
developed the orchard using modern agriculture and turned it into a legal charitable
foundation. Half of its profit is dedicated to charity, and the other half is reinvested
in expanding the foundation. There is even a bank account in Hazrat Uthman's name
where investment funds are deposited. These funds are used to buy land in Medina,
build hotels for pilgrims, and other charitable uses. This is a real-life example of
Sadaqah Jariyah from which Hazrat Uthman continues to receive reward and benefit
until the Day of Judgment. At a time when the enemies of Islam use every media
outlet to insult Almighty Allah and the beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), why
don’t we do something to defend Islam and earn ongoing charity for ourselves?

In conclusion, to learn the Doa of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), the very prayers
he personally recited during his lifetime and recommended for other Muslims, we
invite you to study the two books Hisn al-Muslim (“Fortress of the Muslim”) and
Hisn al-Mu’min (“Fortress of the Believer”), which have been translated into most
of the world’s languages. For a deeper understanding of monotheism (Tawheed) and
the true moral character of a Muslim, we strongly recommend the lectures and books
of scholars such as Mustafa Hosseini Tabatabai, Muhammad Saleh Pordel, Younes
Yazdanparast, Ahmed Deedat, and Zakir Naik. We also encourage an Umrah journey
to Mecca and Medina, where prayers have never been interrupted since the time of
the Prophet. The prayer style and Doa of the imams of Masjid al-Haram today reflect
the exact manner of the Prophet’s own prayer, which has continued uninterrupted
daily since his passing. Finally, I kindly ask you to remember me, my spouse, my
family, and the co-authors of this book in your sincere prayers. Please help publish
and share this book with others. The second volume of 7he Wise Human will also
be available in the future, and be sure to read it as well. You may distribute this book
digitally online and among your friends, or print it and share it with scholars, teachers,
students, doctors, engineers, nurses, shopkeepers, office workers, and others in
society. Anyone who is guided because of your effort will be a source of ongoing
charity (Sadaqah Jariyah) for you until the Day of Judgment.
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